In-Progress Grade Policy
Background

The APRC voted 9-1-1 to support a change in policy regarding how grades are issued when a student fails to complete an IP course (a course whose work may span 2 or more semesters). The Registrar, Larry Hammer, drafted the proposed policy in consultation with the Graduate Council and the APRC. 

Currently, when a student fails to complete an IP course in a timely fashion, the instructor or the Registrar’s Office will convert his or her grade to a “U,” a grade that sometimes cause students trouble when they apply to other programs within our outside WCU. Our current policies read as follows: 

Grade Pending Graduate Catalog

An IP is assigned only for thesis research or similar courses to indicate that a grade is pending until the sequence of courses is completed. A grade of A, B, C, F, S, or U is then assigned to each course by the instructor.

In-Progress Undergraduate Catalog

In-Progress grades are assigned only in selected courses which have been approved for IP grading and are pending until the work is complete. 

Proposed Policy
The following is the policy proposed for inclusion in both the Undergraduate and Graduate catalogs. The essential changes are that: (1) a specific timeframe for completion of IP classes is established and (2) the grade of “NG” (No Grade) will replace that of “U.” 

In-Progress Grades
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An IP (In-Progress) is assigned only in courses that have been approved for IP grading. An IP grade indicates that a grade is pending until the sequence of courses is completed.   A grade of IP is appropriate as long as work remains in-progress. Once work is complete the IP grade will be replaced with an evaluative grade appropriate for the course. If a student changes programs, or changes options within a program such that credit is no longer need to complete program requirements; or if the student ceases enrollment and the work is not completed within a year an evaluative grade will not be issued and the IP grade will be administratively replaced with NG (No-Grade) to indicate that work is no longer in-progress.  


