School of Stage and Screen 

Bachelor of Fine Arts in Theatre:
Musical Theatre Concentration
Q1: What makes this program special? 
This program is intended to prepare a selected number of dedicated students to enter into exciting and demanding careers in musical theatre. This program actively involves students in “hands on” participation in all aspects of theatre production.  Learning is NOT confined to the classroom or to theoretical projects. 

Musical Theatre majors participate in one major musical stage production in the new Fine and Performing Arts Center each year, and in several additional smaller shows and reviews.  The major production typically involves a professional guest actor, director, or choreographer who works directly with musical theatre students.  There are additional opportunities to perform in non-musical productions on the Hoey and Niggli stages.

In addition to theatre history, literature, design and production, the BFA in Musical Theatre program provides students with a solid foundation in the three fundamentals of musical theatre: acting, voice, and movement.  It also requires a thesis.  The BFA in Theatre is accredited by the National Association of Schools of Theatre.  
Q2: Are there any additional admission requirements?

Admission to the musical theatre program requires a live audition performed before a panel of theatre, music, and dance faculty.  Musical Theatre majors must audition in voice, acting, and dance. Interested students should contact the department office to set up an audition for the program.  The regular audition day is generally the last Saturday in February, but an audition may also be done by appointment throughout the year.  A detailed description of audition requirements is available from senior acting faculty, Claire Eye (828-227-7491), or Mr. Bradley Martin (828-227-3726).
Additionally, admission to the BFA in Theatre requires Sophomore standing (with completion of no more than 90 hours); a minimum GPA of 2.5; completion of THEA 131, ENGL 102, a liberal studies course in oral communication, history, and art or music with a grade of “C” or better, and completion of a liberal studies science course and the core mathematics course; and resume documenting involvement and/or training in theatre.  

Students are strongly urged to declare their major early so that they can be partnered with a faculty advisor/mentor.  There are a number of courses that must be taken in sequence for success in the program. 
Q3: What scholarship monies are available? 
Students in this program are eligible to compete for the Josephina Niggli Theatre Scholarships, which are awarded on the basis of academic achievement, creative work within the theatre program, and promise for the future. The Niggli scholarships are renewable and range from $250 per year to $1000 per year.

Q4: What will I be able to do with this degree when I graduate?  

Musical Theatre students, with those in the acting concentrations, work in film and television commercials, training videos, industrial films, music videos, theme parks, dinner theatres, regional and stock theatres, children’s theatre, and as models for print advertising. With advanced training, some have joined the faculty of colleges and universities. Career opportunities after graduation depend, to a great extent, on the number of activities the student has sought out during their academic years.
Q5: What are the professors in this program like? 
The Stage and Screen faculty at Western have years of professional experience working in musical theatre, theatre, film, and television both in educational and in commercial settings. They hold advanced degrees in their fields and many continue to be involved with professional work off campus.  They are also active in many entertainment industry related organizations and attend state, regional, and national conventions with students. 
The music studio faculty are active teachers and performers. Terrance Mann serves as The Carolyn Plemmons Philips & Ben R. Philips Distinguished Professor in Musical Theatre at WCU. The director of the program, Brad Martin, is nationally recognized as a vocal coach/accompanist.  Most studio teachers are full-time, which means not only are they teaching what they do in professional performance, but they are also readily available to students during the week for extra help and advice!  Most music faculty have terminal degrees in their performance areas or are close to completion of the terminal degree.  
Q6: What are the students in the program doing? 
Students are involved in all aspects of staging productions both on stage and behind the scenes. Students are cast in the majority of roles in Mainstage productions and are provided leadership roles as house management, stage management, and directing assistants. The students take full responsibility for all aspects of production for second stage productions.  

Western’s theatre students are encouraged early to begin their professional careers. Through organizations such as NCTC (North Carolina Theatre Conference) and SETC (Southeast Theatre Conference students are exposed to the professional world and many times find summer employment in the entertainment industry as early as their sophomore year. 

Students in performance areas are strongly encouraged to complete an internship or equivalent production work experience in the field prior to graduation. 

Students who graduate with the BFA degree are pursuing professional performance study in graduate school, performing with a professional or semi-professional theatre groups etc.  
Q7: Will I be able to participate in clubs and other extracurricular opportunities? 
Extra curricular activities are plentiful on the WCU campus and many of our majors are active participants. There are also many co-curricular activities that make for a wonderful college experience at WCU. University Players, Film Club and United Institute of Theatre Technology are three of our Stage and Screen student groups. These clubs are open to all students interested.  Members interact with faculty outside of class, assume leadership roles, participate in department programs and create independent (all student) events. 

Acting students are encouraged to work with students and faculty in our television and motion picture programs and facilities as well as in our theatres.  Workshops with professional agents such as Fincannon Casting Agency.
Q8: Things you should know about this program:
· Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree
· Program accredited by the National Association of Schools of Theatre
· 128 credit hours leading to the BFA degree consists of: liberal studies 42 hours; 47 hours in Theatre and Dance; 26 hours in Music; 5 hours of additional program requirements, 8 hours of electives

· Course work includes a general theatre core and specialization in musical theatre

· Courses in acting for the camera are taught in conjunction with the motion picture and television production programs 

· Most students choose (and achieve) summer employment in theatres
· Students are active participants in the creation of theatre productions (this is a “hands on” program.)

· Small class sizes in upper level acting, directing, voice, and movement/dance courses

· Faculty has advanced degrees and extensive professional network and major-market experience

· Students must meet a minimum GPA requirement to enter the program

· A major full-stage musical theatre production with professional guest actor, director or choreographer each year

· Opportunities to perform in additional ensembles, shows, scenes, reviews

· Opportunity to work in state- of the art theatres and network-quality television studios and field units

Q9: Careers associated with this degree:

Western’s theatre program can prepare you to enter many of the specialty fields in the entertainment industry including:

· Professional actor, film, television, commercials and stage

· Voice actor – animation and voice over work

· Summer theatre

· Children’s theatre

· Theatre businesses (retail, management, etc.)

Q10: Whom do I contact for more information about musical theatre?
Web site address: stageandscreen.wcu.edu
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