Department of Stage and Screen 
Bachelor of Arts in Theatre
Q1: What makes this program special? 
The theatre program at WCU is distinguished by three things: The credentials of the theatre faculty, our extraordinary facilities, and an emphasis on experiential learning – our students are actively involved in producing theatre as an integral part of their curriculum. We have state-of-the-art theatre spaces including four major performance spaces ranging from a 135 seat newly renovated theatre, a 150 seat black box, a 474 seat proscenium stage, and the recently opened 1000 seat Fine and Performing Arts Center; a newly renovated Dance studio; and a new scenic and costume shop complex. In addition, our students have the opportunity to work collaboratively with students and faculty in the motion picture studio as well as in a network comparable television studio. 
We are one of only 135 programs Accredited by the National Association of Schools of Theatre (NAST).

Q2: Are there any additional admission requirements?
The B.A. program is a 120 hour degree program with a required minor. Admission is attained by an audition/interview process. 
Q3: What scholarship monies are available?
Students in the Theatre program are eligible to complete for the Josephina Niggli Theatre Scholarships, which are awarded on the basis of academic achievement, creative work within the theatre program, and promise for the future. The Niggli scholarships are renewable and range from $250 per year to $1000 per year.
Q4: What will I be able to do with this degree when I graduate?  
The skills developed at Western are valuable in today’s diverse entertainment industry and can take a student in many directions. Our graduates work in front of the audience, and behind the scenes in all facets of the entertainment industry. Students who elect to continue their education have been accepted into major graduate programs. 
Q5: What are the professors in this program like? 
Our faculty are practicing professionals with a wide range of union and organizational affiliations such as the Screen Actors Guild, Actors Equity Association, American Federation of Television and Radio Artists, United States Institute for Theatre Technology, North Carolina Theatre conference, Southeastern Theatre Conference, International Association of Theatrical, United Screen Artists and Stage Employees just to name a few. 
They are also active in many industry related organizations and attend state, regional and national conventions with students. Students are encouraged to become actively involved with professional organizations prior to graduation.  The theatre faculty is always available to assist with career planning and answer questions.
Q6: What are the students in the program doing? 
Students in the program work actively with faculty on projects directly related to the mainstage productions of the University Theatre and the completely student produced Second Stage. Students are involved in all aspects of staging productions both on stage and behind the scenes. Students are cast in the majority of roles in mainstage productions and are provided leadership roles as house management, stage management, shop management, scenic, lighting, costume design, and directing assistants.  The students take full responsibility for all aspects of production for second stage productions.  

Q7: Will I be able to participate in clubs and other extracurricular opportunities? 
Extra curricular activities are plentiful on the WCU campus and many of our majors are active participants. There are also many co-curricular activities that make for a wonderful college experience at WCU. 

University Players and Black Theatre Ensemble are two of our student theatre groups. University Players and BTE (Black Theatre Ensemble) are open to all students interested in live performance. Members interact with faculty outside of class, assume leadership roles, participate in department programs and create independent (all student) live theatre events. 

Students are encouraged to become involved with Fine and Performing Arts Theatre and Ramsey Center crewing for touring shows, and to work with students and faculty in our television and motion picture programs and facilities as well as in our theatres.  Students who demonstrate excellent skills are often hired as shop assistants gaining valuable work experience before graduation. 

Q8: Things you should know about this program:

· Bachelor of Arts Degree - 120 credit hours 
· Broad based program for the theatre generalist – provides for more flexibility with electives and a minor
· A number of students in this program have elected double majors rather than a minor 

· Small class sizes in acting directing, technical theatre, literature and criticism; typically less than 15 students

· Faculty has advanced degrees and extensive professional major-market experience and many union and organization affiliations
· Opportunity to work in high quality productions in our main stage and second stage theatre seasons
· Opportunity to work in network-quality television studios and state-of-the-art theatres 

Q9: Careers associated with this degree:

Western’s theatre program can prepare you to enter many of the specialty fields in the entertainment industry:

Professional Actor, film, television, commercials and stage
Stage Manager
Assistant Stage Manager
Light Board Operator, Sound Board Operator
Costumer, Cutter/Draper, Costume Technician, Stitcher

Set Construction, Scenic Technician, Properties Designer
Fly Crew

Box Office Manager
Assistant Director

Children’s Theatre Director
Technical Director
Assistant Technical Director
Graduate School

Q10: Whom do I contact for more information about theatre at Western Carolina University
Web site address: http://www.wcu.edu/2264.asp
Thomas Salzman, Department Head

Stage and Screen
Western Carolina University

Cullowhee, North Carolina 28723

Email: tmsalzman@wcu.edu
Telephone: 828-227-7491

