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Kim Cooke





Kim earned her B.A. degree from Catawba College and a Masters degree from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte.  An   Elementary Physical Education teacher for the past twelve years, Kim was named 2004-2005 Union County Schools Teacher of the Year.  At Walter Bickett Elementary, a high priority school in    Monroe, test scores have increased from 47.9 to 82.3% since Kim joined the team! Kim has presented at numerous workshops in North Carolina including “Raising Achievement and Closing Gaps Conference,” “Distinguished Teacher's Forum,” and “Share the Wealth PE Conference” held at Jekyll Island, GA in 2005.  Her expertise is kinesthetically transferring classroom content into the gymnasium. Kim has created games such as Human Calculator, Grammar on the Go, ABC's on the Move, and Pathogen Attack.  Kim is energetic, innovative, and motivational.  Kim lives near Charlotte with her husband Court and 4 year old daughter Cora.  

















Marianne Leek





Marianne earned both a B.A. degree and a Masters degree from Western Carolina University.  An English teacher at Hayesville High School, Marianne is the current Region 8 Teacher of the Year.  Marianne has been recognized across the area for her innovative teaching strategies which she generously shares with others.  She developed a project called “Where I am From…a Semester of   Self-discovery.”  Centered on the theme of discovering one’s place in family, students created a keepsake of their writing, poetry,    journals, and essays.  She now teaches students to create a keepsake called “It’s a Small World” which focuses on exploring life’s journeys: academic, emotional, spiritual, and physical.  This project includes 35 polished pieces of writing including poetry, journals, essays, and a research paper.  Last year her students wrote and published How to Thrive Your Freshman Year.  Copies of this were distributed to all freshmen.  Her students edited this book for a   second printing. 
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