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Adam Griffith (left), newly appointed director of the Beachcare program housed
at Western Carolina University, and Santa Aguila Charitable Trust founder Olaf
Guerrand-Hermes (foreground) examine sand mining photographs on the coast of
Morocco with geologists Orrin Pilkey (center) and Joseph Kelly. (Photo courtesy of
the Program for the Study of Developed Shorelines)

International Beach Trust Locates Office at Western

WCU is the new home to the offices of the Santa Aguila
Charitable Trust, an international organization devoted
to the protection and preservation of beaches around the
world, and recent graduate Adam Griffith has been hired as
director of the trust’s Beachcare program.
Griflith, who earned his master’s degree in biology
from Western in May, is working out of space in WCU’s
Program for the Study of Developed Shorelines, known
worldwide for its use of science to influence public policy
affecting management of U.S. shorelines.
“Our immediate goal is to launch the official Beachcare
Web site to inform, educate, protect and celebrate the
world’s beaches,” Griffith said.
Other priorities of the trust include
P identifying beaches in trouble
Ed Itl 0 n around the world, and providing

the scientific basis for improving

Western Introduces ¢heir management, he said. “I love

the beach and am thrilled to work
in the nonprofit and environmental
fields,” Grifhith said.
Established by Olaf Guerrand-
Hermes, a member of the family that founded the Paris-
based Hermes fashion house, and wife Eva after the death
of 2-year-old-daughter Aguila in a car accident in 2005, the
Santa Aguila Charitable Trust strives to educate the general
public regarding issues that threaten the world’s beaches
and coasts.
The relocation of the trust to WCU comes through
the efforts of Rob Young, director of Western’s Program
for the Study of Developed Shorelines and a member of

the advisory board of the trust. The advisory board oversees
the trust’s strategy and works to ensure its mission of global
mobilization to stop the decimation of beaches worldwide.

“This effort will unite PSDS and Western with a very
influential group of global movers and shakers in the name
of environmental education and responsible coastal manage-
ment,” Young said. “It is all very exciting.”

— By BILL STUDENC

Applications Due Sept. 26
for QEP Development Grants

The Office of the Provost plans to award at least
10 grants of up to $750 each this fall for activities
connected to implementation of the university’s Quality
Enhancement Plan.

Faculty members can submit grant applications through
Friday, Sept. 26, for fall awards, and through Friday,

Jan. 30, for spring awards.

Details and grant applications can be accessed from
the Web site http://www.wcu.edu/10093.asp. For more
information, contact Carol Burton, assistant vice chancel-
lor for undergraduate studies and QEP project director,
at 227-7497 or burton@wcu.edu.



Newcomers 10 Western

Meet the newest members of the WCU community. Here are the names,
photographs and brief biographies of more than 150 faculty and staff members
who recently joined the Western family or moved into a full-time position.

Anne Aldrich,

office manager and
executive assistant,
Provost’s Office; B.S.,
West Georgia State
University; previously
human resources
director, Meridian
Behavioral Health

Services, Sylva.

Kia Asberg, assistant
professor, Psychology;
Ph.D., University

of Central Florida;
previously psychology
fellow, Yale University
School of Medicine,
Yale New Haven
Hospital, New
Haven, Conn.

Kirsten Barger, special
projects coordinator,
Center for Service
Learning; B.A.,
Goddard College;
previously of Santa Fe,

N.M.

Keith J. Bell, assistant
professor, Applied
Criminology; Ph.D.,
Indiana University
of Pennsylvania;
previously assistant
professor of

criminal justice,
Marshall University,
Huntington, W.Va.

Kate Best,

visiting assistant
professor, Mathematics
and Computer
Science; M.A., Miami
University; previously
mathematics and
education instructor,
Portland State
University, Portland,
Ore.
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Lance Alexis, dircctor,
Disability Services;
Ed.D., East Tennessee
State University;
previously doctoral
fellow, East Tennessee
State University,
Johnson City, Tenn.

April Avery-Ferguson,
assistant professor,
Elementary and
Middle Grades
Education; Ed.D.,
Western Carolina
University; previously
principal, Riverside
Elementary School,
Newland.

Jeanette Beaudry,
academic adviser,
OneStop Student
Services Center;
M.A.Ed., Western
Carolina University;
previously flight
attendant, US
Airways, Charlotte.

Maggie Bergen,
office manager,
Center for Student
Involvement; B.B.A.,
Georgia State
University; previously

paralegal, Rome, Ga.

Hunt Boulware,
assistant professor,
History; Ph.D.,
University of
Cambridge;
previously visiting
assistant professor,
Anderson University,
Anderson, S.C.

Erin Adams, assistant
professor, Art and
Design; previously
adjunct instructor,
Front Range
Community College,
Fort Collins, Colo.

Cyndi Ammons,
administrative
support associate,
Student Affairs;
A.A.S., Cecils Junior
College of Business;
previously office
manager, Smoky
Mountain OB/GYN
Associates, Franklin
and Bryson City.

Kay Babecki,
administrative
support associate,
Facilities
Management; B.S.,
Western Carolina
University; previously
legal assistant,
Williams and
Cassady, Dillsboro.

Alan Beck,

assistant baseball
coach, Athletics;
M.A.Ed., Western
Carolina University;
previously director of
baseball operations,
University of
Tennessee, Knoxville,
Tenn.

Kristan Berry,
academic adviser,
Advising Center;
M.A., Appalachian
State University;
previously
graduate assistant,
Appalachian State
University, Boone.

Jeff Brookshire,
officer, Police;
B.L.E.T., Haywood
Community College.



Stephen Brown,
department head,
Applied Criminology;
Ph.D., University of
Maryland; previously
director of criminal
justice and criminology
honors-in-discipline
program, East Tennessee
State University,
Johnson City, Tenn.

Brian Buchanan,
dayshift building
and environmental
services supervisor,
Facilities
Management.

Brian Byrd,

assistant professor,
Environmental
Health Sciences;
M.S.PH., Tulane
University; previously
graduate research
assistant, Tulane
University, New

Orleans.

Dawn Cannon,
adjunct faculty,
Elementary and
Middle Grades
Education; M.Ed.,
University of
Georgia; previously
kindergarten teacher,
Jackson County
Public Schools, Sylva.

Steven A. Clinkscale,
assistant football
coach, defensive backs
coach and academic
liaison, Athletics;
B.S., Ashland
University; previously
assistant football
coach, Ashland
University, Ashland,
Obhio.

Misty Colton,
administrative
support associate,
Facilities
Management;
A.AS., Southwestern
Community College;
previously with
WestCare Health
System, Sylva.

Aaron Brunck,
network analyst,
Networking and
Communication
Services; B.S.
Western Carolina
University; previously
designer/drafter, Tyco

Electronics, Fairview.

Pamela M. Buchanan,
director, Health
Services; M.B.A.,
Western Carolina
University; previously
director of planning
and operations,
WestCare Health
System, Sylva.

D.V. Simonian
Caitlyn, visiting
assistant professor;
Stage and Screen;
M.EA., University
of California-San
Diego; previously
industry professional,
Los Angeles and New
York.

Diana Catley, lead
management engineer
for Banner, Human
Resources; Certificate in
Education, University
of Southampton;
previously associate
director of human
resources, Tennessee
State University,
Nashville, Tenn.

Michelle Clonch,
director, Women’s
Center and Women’s
Programs; M.A.,
Rollins College;
previously assistant
director of counseling
and psychological
services, Rollins

College, Winter Park,

" Fla.

Robert J. Conley,
Sequoyah
Distinguished Professor
of Cherokee Studies;
M.A., Midwestern
University; previously
writer and visiting

. instructor, WCU and

institutions in Hickory
and Albuquerque,
N.M.

Anita Buchanan,
telecommunicator,
Police; previously
team driver for
trucking company
and cook.

Pam Buskey,
instructor,
Educational
Leadership and
Foundations;
M.S.A., University
of Findlay;
previously instructor,
University of
Findlay, Findlay,
Ohio.

Anne Campbell,
administrative
support specialist,
Payroll; Certificate,
Southwestern
Community College;
previously with STAT
Nursing Services,

Asheville.

Andrew Chockla,
lecturer, Mathematics
and Computer
Science; M.S.,
Western Carolina
University; also
adjunct instructor,
Southwestern
Community College,
Sylva.

Paula Coker, assistant
visiting professor,
Elementary and Middle
Grades Education;
M.S.A., University

of North Carolina-
Wilmington; previously
educational programs
specialist, Pender
County Schools,

Burgaw.

Scott Cook, assistant
director for teacher
recruitment, Education
and Allied Professions;
B.S.Ed., Western
Carolina University;
previously teacher and
exceptional children
department chair,
Miami-Dade Public
Schools, Miami.
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Charlotte Cosner,
assistant professor,
History; Ph.D.,
Florida International
University-Miami.

Maggie Cross,
counselor, Financial
Aid; B.A., Emory

& Henry College;
previously group and
events coordinator,
Nantahala Village
Resort & Spa, Bryson
City.

Brian Dickens,
help desk analyst,
Information
Technology Client
Services; B.A.,
Western Carolina
University.

Donna Duffy,

visiting assistant
professor, Educational
Leadership and
Foundations; Ed.S.,
Oakland University;
previously high
school English
teacher, Utica
Community Schools,
Utica, Mich.

Lydia Elliott,
associate professor,
Nursing; M.S.N.,
Western Carolina
University;
previously nurse
educator, Asheville-
Buncombe Technical
Community College,
Asheville.

Yang Fan,

associate professor,
Global Management
and Strategy; Ph.D.,
China University of
Petroleum; previously
contracting manager,
Al-Khobar, Saudi
Arabia.

Anna Craft,
metadata librarian,
Hunter Library;
M.S.L.S., University
of North Carolina-
Chapel Hill;
previously library
associate, North
Carolina State

University, Raleigh.

Andy Dalton,

assistant professor,
Mathematics and
Computer Science;
Ph.D., Clemson
University; previously
software engineer,
Nortel, Research
Triangle Park.

Randall Dills Jr.,
officer, Police;

A.A., Haywood
Community
College; also deputy,
Haywood County
Sheriff's Office,
Waynesville.

Pamela Duncan,
assistant professor,
English; M.A.,
North Carolina
State University;
previously with
University of North
Carolina-Chapel
Hill.

Dave Evanoff,

assistant professor,
Chemistry and Physics;
Ph.D., Clemson
University; previously
assistant research
professor, Clemson
University Center

for Optical Materials
Science and Engineering
Technologies, Anderson,

S.C.

Johnathan Farris,
instructor, Art and
Design; Ph.D.,
Cornell University;
previously

visiting assistant
professor, Michigan
Technological
University,
Houghton, Mich.

James Cramer,
director of
promotions,
Athletics; B.S.B.A.,
Western Carolina

University.

Cao Dandan,

adjunct faculty of
Chinese, Modern
Foreign Languages;
M.A., Chonggqing
Normal University;
previously instructor,
Chongging
Technology and
Business University,

Chongging, China.

Teri Domagalski,
associate professor,
Global Management
and Strategy;

Ph.D., University

of South Florida at
Tampa; previously
associate professor of
management, Florida
Institute of Technology,
Melbourne, Fla.

Mark Ellersick,
technology support
analyst, Information
Technology; B.S.,
Western Carolina
University; previously
projection booth
manager, Carmike
Cinemas, Raleigh.

Ashley T. Evans,
photographer,

Public Relations;
A.A.S., Randolph
Community College;
also independent
professional digital
photographer,
Western North

Carolina.

Angie Fiebernitz,
visiting assistant
professor, Accounting,
Finance, Information
Systems and
Economics; M.Acc.,
Gardner-Webb
University; previously
corporate controller,
Insteel Industries Inc.,
Mount Airy.



Vicki Fisher,
administrative
support associate,
Center for
Entrepreneurship
and Innovation;
previously
administrative
secretary, Florida
Department of

0 Agriculture.

Virginia Fowler,
assistant director
for facilities,
Residential Living;
M.PA., Western
Carolina University;
previously teacher,
Summit Charter
School, Cashiers.

Brian C. Frerking,
assistant director for
development, Athletics;
M.A., University

of North Carolina-
Chapel Hill; previously
associate vice president
of major gifts, 12th
Man Foundation,
Texas A&M University,
College Station, Texas.

Christie Fulcher,
coordinator, Digital
Heritage Project, and
instructor, History;
M.A., Western
Carolina University;
previously director,
Mammoth Museum,
Mammoth Lakes,
Calif.

Lynn Gibbons-
Beddow, lecturer,
English; M.A., St.
John’s University-
New York; previously
instructor, Haywood
Community College,
Clyde.

Andre Gray,
assistant basketball
coach, Athletics;
B.S., Methodist
College; previously
assistant basketball
coach, Gardner-
Webb University,
Boiling Springs.

Andy Follett,

football wide receivers
coach and recruiting
coordinator, Athletics;
M.A., University of
Nebraska-Kearney;
previously wide
receivers and running
backs coach, Missouri
State University,
Springfield, Mo.

Michael Bruce Frazier,
electrician, Facilities
Management.

Judy Frizzell,
administrative
support specialist,
Electric Resale;
diploma,
Southwestern
Community College.

Michael Gantt,
senior associate
director, Admission;
M.A., University
of Notre Dame;
previously college
counselor, St.
Ignatius College
Prep, Chicago.

David Goss,

director, Academic
Advising; M.EA.,
Memphis State
University; previously
director of academic
advising, College

of Charleston,
Charleston, S.C.

Adam Griffith,
research specialist,
Program for the
Study of Developed
Shorelines; M.S.,
Western Carolina
University.

Bob Ford,

visiting instructor,
Construction
Management;

M.S. Texas A&M
University-
Commerce;
previously instructor,
University of
Arkansas, Little Rock,
Ark.

Patrick Frazier,
assistant director
of admission,
Undergraduate
Admission; B.S.,
Western Carolina
University.

Glenda Fuhrmann,
administrative
support associate,
Nursing, M.A., New
York University.

Patrick Gardner,
principal scientist,
Center for Rapid
Product Realization;
Ph.D., Air Force
Institute of Technology;
previously chief
scientist for detection
and countermeasures,
General Dynamics
Corp., Charlotte.

Katie Graunke,
program coordinator,
Center for Service
Learning; B.S.W.,
Western Carolina

University.

Frank Hachadurian,
technology support
technician, Registrar’s
Office; B.S.,

Western Carolina
University; previously
headwaiter, Great
Smoky Mountains
Railroad, Dillsboro.
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Lisa Hakanson,
specialist, Human
Resources; previously
credentialing
specialist, Haywood
Regional Medical
Center, Clyde.

Pam Maize Harris,
assistant professor,
Communication;
Ph.D., University of
Tennessee; previously
professor and
graduate coordinator
for communication,
Andrews University,
Berrien Springs,
Mich.

David Henderson,
instructor, Philosophy
and Religion;

Ph.D., Texas A&M

University.

Kent Hill,

assistant professor,
Entrepreneurship
and Innovation;
M.B.A., Emory
University;
previously marketing
director, Coca-Cola,
Atlanta.

Jennifer Hood,
conference services
coordinator, Residential
Living; B.S., Mississippi
State University;
previously recruitment
coordinator, College

of Forest Resources

= at Mississippi State
University, Starkville,
Miss.

Andy Ireland,

social research assistant,
Institute for the
Economy and the
Future; B.S., Wake
Forest University;
previously economic
development researcher,
Downtown DC
Business Improvement
District, Washington,
D.C.

Connie Fowler Hanna,
director of intensive
English program,
International Programs
and Services; M.A.,
Western Carolina
University; previously
program associate,
North Carolina Center
for the Advancement of

Teaching, Cullowhee.

Becca Hauge,
technology support
technician, Information
Technology Client
Services; B.A., Winona
State University;
previously student
technology and resource
specialist, Winona State
University, Winona,
Minn.

Janie Henderson,
staff development
specialist, Human
Resources; B.A.,
Western Carolina
University; previously
staff development
coordinator, Wilkes
County Schools,
North Wilkesboro.

Jennifer Hinton,
associate professor,
Recreational Therapy;
Ph.D., Clemson
University; previously
associate professor
and recreation studies
program coordinator,
Ohio University,
Athens, Ohio.

Adam Huggins,
technology

support technician,
Information
Technology Client
Services; A.A.S.,
Southwestern
Community College.

Jess Jones,

lecturer, English;
M.A., University

of North Carolina-
Wilmington;
previously copy
editor for Sophie
Magazine, Asheville.

Jack Harris,

assistant director,
Residential Living;
M.PA., Auburn
University;
previously residence
life coordinator,
James Madison
University, Antwerp,
Belgium.

Keith J. Heckendorf,
football offensive
coordinator and
quarterbacks coach,
Athletics; B.S., St.
Cloud State University;
previously offensive
graduate assistant
coach, University of
Nebraska, Lincoln,
Neb.

John Hensley,

social research
assistant, Institute

for the Economy and
the Future; B.S.B.A.,
Western Carolina
University; previously
district manager,
Borders Group Inc.

John Q. Hodges,
department head,
Social Work; Ph.D.,
University of
California-Berkeley;
previously associate
professor, University
of Missouri,

Columbia, Mo.

Jill Ingram,

editor and writer,
Public Relations;
M.A., Western
Carolina University;
previously reporter,
Asheville Citizen-
Times, Asheville.

LizJones,
administrative
support associate,
Sales, Marketing,
Hospitality and
Tourism; previously
office manager,
Champion Eye
Center, Sylva.



Karen Kandl,
instructor, Biology;
Ph.D., University of
Georgia; previously
instructor, University

of New Orleans.

Mary King,

faculty, Nursing;
M.S., Texas A&M
University; previously
instructor, Blue Ridge
Community College,
Hendersonville, and
Asheville-Buncombe
Technical Community
College, Asheville.

Johnny Kuker,
accountant,
Controller’s Office;
M.Ac., Western
Carolina University;
previously manager,
University Inn,

Cullowhee.

Rebecca Lasher,
visiting assistant
professor, Social
Work; M.S.W.,
University of
Tennessee; previously
family/school
specialist, Buncombe
County Schools,
Asheville.

Julie Loggins,
visiting assistant
professor, Political
Science and Public
Affairs; A.B.D.,
University of South
Carolina; previously
instructor, University
of South Carolina,
Columbia, S.C.

Aurora Mackey,
lecturer, English;
Ph.D., University

of South Florida;
previously nonfiction
book author and staff
reporter, Los Angeles
Times, Los Angeles.

Glenn Kastrinos,
assistant professor,
Recreational Therapy;
M.Ed., Temple
University; previously
recreational therapy
program coordinator,
Eastern Institute of

Technology, Napier,

New Zealand.

Brian Kloeppel,
associate professor,
Geosciences and Natural
Resources; Ph.D.,
University of Wisconsin;
previously University

of Georgia assistant
research scientist,
Coweeta Hydrologic
Laboratory, Otto.

Mary Anna LaFratta,
visiting instructor,
Art and Design;
M.EA.,, Virginia
Commonwealth
University; previously
assistant professor,
University of North
Carolina-Asheville.

Brian Lawrence,
assistant professor,
English; Ph.D.,
University of Texas;
previously high
school teacher and
administrator, San
Antonio.

Ashley Long,

assistant professor,
Athletic Training;
Ph.D. University of
Mississippi; previously
assistant professor,
clinical education
coordinator and
assistant athletic
trainer, Lenoir-Rhyne
College, Hickory.

Elizabeth Marcus,
circulation and
special projects
assistant, Hunter
Library; B.A.,
Western Carolina
University; previously
circulation student
assistant, Hunter
Library, Cullowhee.

Ben Kearns,

visiting instructor,
Mathematics and
Computer Science;
M.S., Western
Carolina University;
previously public
services librarian,
Mars Hill College,
Mars Hill.

Vicki Knaack,
director of

EPA personnel
administration,
Administration
and Finance; B.A.,
University of West
Florida; previously
coordinator of legal
services, University
of West Florida,

Pensacola, Fla.

Bob Lahm,

associate professor,
Entrepreneurship

and Innovation;
Ph.D., Georgia State
University; previously
assistant professor,
Middle Tennessee
State University,
Murfreesboro, Tenn.

Will Lehman,
assistant professor
of German, Modern
Foreign Languages;
Ph.D., University of
Florida.

Joey Long,

instructor, Business
Administration and
Law; J.D., University
of Mississippis
previously private
practice, Hickory.

David Martin,

visiting assistant
professor, Construction
Management; M.S.,
Virginia Tech, and M.A.,
Regent University;
previously assistant
professor, Eastern
Kentucky University,
Richmond, Ky.
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Gregg Massenburg,
Appalachian Regional
Commission grant
coordinator, Admission,
Education and Allied
Professions; B.S.,
Western Carolina
University; previously
dual-rate operations
supervisor, Harrah’s
Cherokee Casino and
Hotel.

Julia McLeod,
lecturer, English;
M.A., Western
Carolina University.

Chris Mueller,

director of resource
development,
Development Office;
M.B.A., University

of South Alabama;
previously consultant,
Stamats, and vice
president for institutional
advancement, Briar Cliff
University, Sioux City,
Towa.

Sarah Nunez,
assistant director,
Admission; B.A,
University of North
Carolina-Asheville.

Brad Ohrt,

head strength

and conditioning
coordinator,
Athletics; B.S.,
Kansas University;

previously assistant

_ strength coach,

Miami Dolphins,
Davie, Fla.

Lori Oxford,

lecturer of Spanish,
Modern and Foreign
Languages; Ph.D.,
University of Georgia;
previously assistant
professor, Lebanon
Valley College,
Annville, Pa.

Mark Mattheis,
assistant professor,
Communication;
M.A., Southern
Illinois University;
previously library
director, Wilberforce
University,

Wilberforce, Ohio.

Phillip Melton,
maintenance
mechanic, Facilities
Management.

Dee Nichols,
department head,
Elementary and Middle
Grades Education;
Ph.D., Texas A&M
University; previously
associate professor of
reading and elementary
education, University
of North Carolina-
Charlotte.

Wade 0’Connor,
assistant men’s
basketball coach,
Acthletics; B.A.,
Bridgewater State
College; previously
head basketball
coach, St. Catharine
College, St Catharine,
Ky.

Daniel J. Ostergaard,
director, Institute

for the Economy

and the Future, and
associate professor,
Global Management
and Strategy; M.PA.,
Harvard University; also
president and founder,
Pelorus Enterprises,

Washington, D.C.

Matt Pawlowski,
football defensive
coordinator, assistant
head coach and
linebackers corps coach,
Athletics; M.S., St.
Cloud State University;
previously defensive
coordinator, Grand
Valley State University,
Allendale, Mich.

Maggie Mayhan,
lecturer, English;
M.A.,, Truman State

University.

e
Jon Mitzel,
assistant athletic
trainer, Athletics;
M.S., West Virginia
University; previously
graduate assistant
athletic trainer, West
Virginia University,
Morgantown, W.Va.

Sona Norton,

office manager,
Mountain Heritage
Center; B.S., Western
Carolina University;
previously interior
designer, Waynesville.

Leigh Odom,
assistant professor,
Communication
Sciences and
Disorders; Ph.D.,
University of South
Carolina; previously
from Greenville, S.C.

Chris Owen,

equipment
K a

.‘1.

Management;
previously welder,
L.B.M. Industries,
Lake Toxaway.

operator, Facilities
1

Nicole Pekarek,
assistant professor,
Clinical Laboratory
Sciences, M.A.T.,
Western Carolina
University; previously
phlebotomy and medical
laboratory technology
instructor, Asheville-
Buncombe Technical
Community College.



Christopher Pratt,
associate dean for
academic affairs,
College of Business;
Ed.D., Seton Hall
University; previously
senior consultant,
U.S. Department

of State, Pristina,
Kosovo.

Christina Reitz,
visiting assistant
professor, Music;
Ph.D., University of
Florida; previously
visiting assistant
professor, Franklin
& Marshall College,

Lancaster, Pa.

Aaron Rogers,
officer, Police;
B.L.E.T., Haywood
Community College.

Iris Rouleau,
instructor, Special
Education; Ed.D.,
University of North
Carolina-Charlotte;
previously program
specialist, Charlotte-
Mecklenburg
Schools, Charlotte.

Thomas Salzman,
department head,
Stage and Screen;
M.EA., Carnegie
Mellon University;
previously chair

of performing arts
department, College
of Santa Fe, Santa Fe,
N.M.

Kevin Schilbrack,
department head,
Philosophy and
Religion; Ph.D., The
University of Chicago;
previously professor
and department head,
Wesleyan College,
Macon, Ga.

Margo Raff,

service learning
coordinator, Center
for Service Learning;
M.A., University

of San Francisco

and Michigan State

1 University.

Amanda Rigdon,
administrative
support associate,
Nursing; A.A.S.,
Haywood
Community College;
previously marketing
director, Elk Country
Realty, Maggie Valley.

Bonnie Ross,

building environmental
services manager,
Facilities Management;
B.S.B.A., University

of New Orleans;
previously district
manager with
commercial real estate

' | management firm,

Atlanta.

Denise Rowe,
accountant,
Controller’s Office;
AAACC,
University of
Phoenix; previously
accountant, Lynn A.
Sylvester CPA, PA,
Waynesville.

Laura Samal,

visiting assistant
professor, English;
Ph.D., University of
Tennessee; previously
instructor, University
of Tennessee,
Knoxville, Tenn.

Brad Sherrod,
associate head
football coach and
running backs coach,
Athletics; B.A., Duke
University; previously
assistant coach, Duke
University, Durham.

Mark Redd,

visiting instructor,
Mathematics and
Computer Science;
M.S., Western
Carolina University.

Sherry Robison,
dietetic internship
director, Health
Sciences; M.S.,
University of
Memphis; previously
pediatric nutritionist,
Children’s
Developmental
Services Agency of
the Smokies, Sylva.

Jessica Ross,
administrative
support associate,
Provost’s Office; B.A.,
Western Carolina
University; previously
with public relations
office, Western
Carolina University,

Cullowhee.

Dana M. Sally, dean,
Library Services;
Ph.D., University
of North Carolina-
Chapel Hill;
previously dean of
university libraries,
University of West
Florida, Pensacola,

Fla.

Al Sanders,

project coordinator,
Information
Technology;
M.B.A., Wake
Forest University;
previously
president, DayStar
Communications,
Port Charlotte, Fla.

Jessi Shirley,
student services
manager, Nursing;
M.PA., University
of Tennessee-
Chattanooga;
previously manager,
McKay Books,
Chattanooga, Tenn.
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Jason Sides,

assistant professor,
Political Science

and Public Affairs,
Ph.D., Florida State
University; previously
assistant professor,
Eastern Kentucky
University, Richmond,
Ky.

Jessie Swigger,
assistant professor,
History; Ph.D.,
University of Texas-
Austin.

Tom Tisdale,

athletic trainer for
soccer and men’s
basketball, Athletics;
B.A., California
Lutheran University;
previously athletic
trainer, Pittsburgh
Pirates, Pittsburgh,
Pa.

Dennis Wagner,

head football coach,
Athletics; M.ALA.,

St. Cloud State
University; previously
offensive line

coach, University of
Nebraska, Lincoln,
Neb.

Chris Williams,
specialist, Human
Resources; B.S.,
Western Carolina
University; previously
material delivery
center manager,
Lafarge North
America, Frederick,

Md.

Bruce Yarrington,
university specialist,
WCU Cherokee
Center and Qualla
Financial Freedom
Program; B.A., Saint
Leo University;
previously program
manager, MetLife
Financial Services,
Asheville.

Paula Q. Smith,
administrative
assistant, Partnership
for Aging and
Education; B.B.A.,
Montreat College;
previously warranty
auditor and trainer,
Volvo Construction
Equipment,
Asheville.

Jennifer Thomas,
counselor, Financial
Aid; M.ALEd.,
Western Carolina
University; previously
New Century
Scholars coordinator,
Southwestern
Community College,
Sylva.

Anne Vail,

director, Information
Technology Client
Services; B.A.,
University of Arizona;
previously associate
director of client
services, Emory
University Rollins
School of Public
Health, Atlanta.

Al Webster,
building and
environmental
services technician,
Facilities
Management;
previously with
Webster Nursery,
Sylva.

Deneen Williams,
administrative
assistant, Global
Management and
Strategy; B.S.,
Western Carolina

University.

Shawna Young,
director of student
outreach and
assessment, Student
Affairs; M.A., New
York University;
previously director
for administration
and education,
Georgia Institute of
Technology, Atlanta.

Jason Solomon,
assistant professor,
Music; Ph.D.,
University of
Georgia; previously
assistant professor,
Georgia Southern
University,
Statesboro, Ga.

Tilt Thompkins,
professor, Accounting,
Finance, Information
Systems and Economics;
Ph.D., Massachusetts
Institute of Technology;
previously associate
vice president for
infrastructure, Purdue
University, West
Lafayette, Ind.

Claire van der Plas,
instructor, Art and
Design; M.EA.,

The University of
Auckland; previously
instructor, The
University of
Auckland, New
Zealand.

Betty White,

assistant professor,
Clinical Laboratory
Sciences; M.AT,,
University of
Memphis, Tenn.;
program director of
clinical laboratory
science, University of
Tennessee, Knoxville,

¥ Tenn.

Mark Wilson,

director, Forensic
Science Program;
Ph.D., George Mason
University; previously
supervisory special
agent, Federal Bureau
of Investigation
Laboratory Division,
Quantico, Va.

Catamount,
official Catamount
mascot, Athletics;
previously wildcat,
Western North
Carolina.



Not Pictured:

Rotimi Ariyo, assistant director, Admission.
Leonardo Bobadilla, assistant professor, Psychology.

Penny Barnwell, administrative support specialist,
Admission.

Beth Breedlove, technical assistant, Hunter
Library; previously interlibrary loan and serials
specialist, Queens University of Charlotte,
Charlotte.

Karlie Briggs, administrative support specialist,
Admission.

Drew Cherner, associate professor, Sales,
Marketing, and Hospitality and Tourism.

Linda A. Demming, program specialist,
Financial Aid.

Helen Freeman, distance education and
technology nurse educator, Nursing; M.S.N.,
East Carolina University; previously clinical nurse
research specialist; Mission Hospitals, Asheville.

Carolyn Gonzalez, executive assistant, Arts and
Sciences Dean’s Office; B.S., University of Miami;
previously development manager for special
projects, Museum of New Mexico Foundation,
Santa Fe, N.M.

Douglas Hall Jr., lecturer, English.

Registration Open
for FEED Workshops

Registration for sessions at the second an-
nual Faculty Enrichment and Education Day
to be held Tuesday, Sept. 23, at A.K. Hinds
University Center is now open at the Web site
hetp://www.weu.edu/9246.asp.

Interactive workshops and poster presenta-
tions will be held throughout the day to foster
communication and collaborative discussions
among academic and student service depart-
ments. The keynote address at 12:15 p.m.
in the UC Theater will be delivered by 2008
Integration of Learning Award recipients, who
developed the project “The Spanish House: A

Living and Learning Experience.”

Kelly Hammer, administrative support
specialist, Admission.

Melody Huitt, adminiscrative support
associate, Provost’s Office.

Brynn Jackson, administrative support
associate, Educational Outreach.

Beth Ross Johnson, community development
specialist, Revitalization of Traditional
Cherokee Crafts, Cherokee Studies; M.EA.,
Georgia State University; previously executive
director, McDowell Arts Council Association,
Marion.

Doug Kinard, assistant professor, Construction
Management.

Michelle Lamb, assistant director, Admission.

Jennifer Lent, assistant professor and director,
Dance; M.EA., Florida State University;
previously visiting assistant professor of dance
and theater, Coastal Carolina University,
Conway, S.C.

Mason McDowell, assistant professor, Nurse
Anesthesia Program; M.S.N.A., Medical
College of Virginia,Virginia Commonwealth
University; also staff anesthetist, Asheville
Anesthesia Associates, Asheville.

David Moore, visiting assistant professor,
Applied Criminology.

Deepak Pant, lecturer, English.

Elizabeth Pryor, academic adviser, Advising
Center; M.A., Appalachian State University;
previously Heltzer Honors Program co-
curricular adviser, Appalachian State
University, Boone.

Mary Alice Sanders, program specialist,
Financial Aid.

Brandon Tigue, assistant director, Admission.

ScottJ. Woolum, program specialist,
Financial Aid.

Newsfile

«Andrew Adams, assistant professor of
piano, has been appointed to the six-person
editorial board of the Journal of Singing, the
official publication of the National Associa-
tion of Teachers of Singing. The periodical
is devoted to the study of the voice in
the United States and provides scholarly
information regarding vocal pedagogy,
science, technique, history and lyric diction.

- Information technology client services
employees Rebecca Hauge and Adam
Huggins, computing support technicians,
and Andy Voelker, support analyst,
received their Apple Certified Support
Professional certification for Mac 0S X 10.5
Leopard, the most recent version of the
operating system.

- Jack Sholder, director of the motion
picture and television production program,
will present a workshop and introduce
“The Hidden,”a movie he directed, at the
Sitges International Film Festival held near
Barcelona. The movie is being screened
as part of a tribute to “Science Fiction
Treasures.” Sholder also was invited to teach
a filmmaking workshop at a university in
Malaga, Spain. He also presented a paper,
“Using Fifteen Second Films to Teach
Filmmaking,” at the University Film & Video
Association’s conference held in August in
Colorado Springs, Colo.

«Anne Vail, director of information technol-
ogy client services, recently presented
“Celebrating Successes: Choosing and Imple-
menting a New Issue Tracking Software
Replacement for Remedy” at the HDI Higher
Education Forum at Indiana University.

Send news items to reporter@email.wcu.edu.

Online Project Management Program
Ranked No. 1'Best Buy' Nationally

Western’s online master’s degree program in project management has been given
a No. 1 national ranking in quality and affordability by the distance education infor-
mation clearinghouse GetEducated.com. The program is listed first among a group
of top 39 “best buys.” The rankings are based on a review of 127 distance-learning
graduate management and administration programs offered through accredited

universities across the nation.

The project management program at WCU was reviewed and “judged to offer
a high quality distance degree to a national audience at tuition rates well below the
national average,” said GetEducation.com spokeswoman Kathy Morrison. North
Carolina residents who enroll in WCU’s program pay about $4,709 to complete i,
while the GetEducated.com review indicated that the average cost for obtaining the

degree across the nation is $20,181.

Accredited by the Project Management Institute in 1983, WCU’s program
transitioned into a Web-based format in 1998, and the first group of students who
earned their degrees fully online graduated in August 2000.

—By RANDALL HOLCOMBE
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Reporter Calemdlar

Tuesday, Sept. 9
Weight Loss Tuesdays — Diet, exercise and stress
management. 12:30 or 5 p.m. Bird 224. $. (227-2088)

Movie —"Nueba Yol,"a comedy/drama about a
Dominican man’s quest to get to New York City.
Subtitled. 7:30 p.m. UC theater. (227-3872)

Catamount Concert Series — Kristine Hurst-
Wajszczuk, soprano, accompanied by Andrew Adams
on piano. 8 p.m. RH. (227-7242)

Wednesday, Sept. 10

Mountain Heritage Center open house —

A welcome to students, faculty and staff. Noon-2 p.m.
MHC. (227-7129)

Open Mic Night — Sponsored by Last Minute
Productions. 9 p.m. Club Illusions, UC. (227-7479)

Thursday, Sept. 11

Movie —“The Seven Samurai” (1954). Residents of a
16th-century Japanese farming community hire a band
of samurai to protect them against bandits. Subtitled.

7 p.m. UC theater. . (227-7206)

Friday, Sept. 12

University Club —TGIF gathering for members
and guests. 5 p.m. with chili cook-off to follow.
UClubhouse, Central Drive. $. (227-3933)

Movie —"Sex and the City."5 p.m. and 9 p.m.
UCtheater. $. (227-7479)

One Night Stand comedy — Featuring Adam Ace.
8 p.m. Club Illusions, UC. (227-7479)

Saturday, Sept. 13
Movie —“Sex and the City."5 p.m. and 9 p.m.
University Center theater. $. (227-7479)

Catamount football — vs. Liberty. Kids Weekend.
6 p.m. WS/BW. S. (227-7338)

Monday, Sept. 15
Barry Drake — Rock n'roll historian. 7:30 p.m.
UCtheater. (227-7479)

Tuesday, Sept. 16
Weight Loss Tuesdays — Diet, exercise and stress
management. 12:30 or 5 p.m. Bird 224. $. (227-2088)

Visiting designer — Amy Laughead-Riese, lighting
designer for Federated Department Stores (including
Macy’s and Bloomingdale’s). 4-6 p.m. Room 130,
FAPAC. (227-2151)

ZReporter— September 8, 2008

Movie —“Hombre Mirando al Sudeste,”a drama
about a patient in a mental hospital who claims to
be an extraterrestrial. Subtitled. 7:30 p.m. UC theater.
(227-3872)

Catamount volleyball — vs. UNC Asheville.
7 p.m. RRAC. $. (227-7338)

Wednesday, Sept. 17

Faculty Conversations — Propose and hear ideas.
Sponsored by the Office of the Provost. 8:30-10 a.m.
Multipurpose Room, UC. (227-3012)

Evening of Spoken Word — Featuring Gabriela
Garcia Medina. 9 p.m. Club lllusions, UC. (227-7479)

Wednesday, Sept. 17-Sunday, Sept. 21

Theater —"Plaza Suite," by the University Players.

A comedic portrait following three couples successively
occupying Suite 719 of New York City's Plaza hotel.
7:30 p.m. Wednesday-Saturday, 3 p.m. Sunday. HA. $.
(227-2479)

Thursday, Sept. 18
Reception — Cherokee pottery exhibit. 5:30-7 p.m.
MHC. (227-7129)

Lectures, Concerts and Exhibitions Series —
Fushu Daiko, Japanese drumming. 7:30 p.m. FAPAC. $.
(227-2479)

Friday, Sept. 19
Movie —"Get Smart”5 p.m. and 9 p.m. UC theater. S.
(227-7479)

University Club — TGIF gathering for members and
quests. 5 p.m. UClubhouse, Central Drive. S. (227-3933)

Friday, Sept. 19-Saturday, Sept. 20

Catamount Clash volleyball tournament —
Friday: vs. Norfolk State, 2:30 p.m.; vs. Arkansas State,
7:30 p.m. Saturday: vs. Presbyterian, 2 p.m. RRAC. $.
(227-7338)

Saturday, Sept. 20
Movie —“Get Smart”5 p.m. and 9 p.m. UC theater. $.
(227-7479)

Catamount cross country — Catamount Classic.
9am. CAC. (227-7338)

Sunday, Sept. 21
Catamount women's soccer — vs. South Carolina.
2p.m. CAC. S. (227-7338)

KEY: $—Admission fee; BB—Belk Building; CAC—Catamount
Athletic Center; CAT-Center for Applied Technology; (CB—Cordelia
Camp Building; CSC—Catamount Softball Complex; FAPAC—Fine and
Performing Arts Center; HA—Hoey Auditorium; HFR-H.F. Robinson
Administration Building; HL-Hunter Library; HS/CF-Hennon
Stadium/Childress Field; MHC—Mountain Heritage Center; NSA-
Natural Sciences Auditorium; RH-Recital Hall, Coulter Building;
RRAC-Ramsey Regional Activity Center; UC-A.K. Hinds University
Center; WS/BW—Whitmire Stadium/Bob Waters Field.

Submissions:

Send news items, calendar notices and address changes
to Reporter@email.wcu.edu or WCU Calendar, 420
H.F. Robinson Building. Submit items for The Reporter
calendar at least four weeks prior to the event.

Exhibits

Fine Art Museum

“Lewis Buck: Beyond the Surface — Life Works in
Painting and Assemblage”— A career survey spanning
50 years of the Black Mountain artist’s life. Through
Monday, Dec. 15.

“Worldviews” — Selections from Western Carolina
University’s permanent collection. Ongoing.

Hours: 10a.m.- 4 p.m. Tues., Wed. and Fri,,
10a.m.-6 p.m. Thurs. and 1-4 p.m. Sat.
(227-3591 or http://fapac.wcu.edu)

Mountain Heritage Center
“Bells in the Valley”— Slideshow spotlight, September.

“People of One Fire”— Cherokee pottery. Gallery B.
Through Sunday, Nov. 16.

“The Artistry of Plain-Style Furniture”— An exhibit of
furniture handmade in Western North Carolina during
the 1800s and early 1900s. Gallery C. Through Monday,
Dec. 15.

“Migration of the Scotch-Irish People”—Text panels,
illustrations, artifacts and murals that trace the Scotch-
Irish Appalachian settlers from Ulster to Pennsylvania,
through the Shenandoah Valley, and into Western North
(arolina. Permanent exhibit. Gallery A.

Hours: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
(227-7129 or http://www.wcu.edu/mhc)

Hunter Library

“Bartram’s Journey: The 1775 Journey of William
Bartram to Western North Carolina”— Exhibit on the
life and observations of botanist William Bartram,
on display through December on the ground floor.
(227-3398)




