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Why Project Discovery’s Outdoor Classroom?


Project Discovery students are encouraged to participate in a two day outdoor classroom at Hiwassee and Ocoee State Park near Benton, Tennessee.  Seventh and eighth grade students will enjoy an exciting 24 hour adventure rock climbing, canoeing, rappelling, mountain biking, fishing, and camping.  


We have found that adventure activities like this are great tools for personal growth in our students.  Healthy adventure has been virtually eliminated in our society.  Youth are looking for excitement and adventure in their lives, and they will find it.  Unfortunately, they often turn to less healthy forms of stimulation.  We believe that adventure doesn’t have to be reckless, but it does have to provide excitement and a challenge.  Growth requires effort and often a bit of discomfort.  Growth requires that we venture beyond our comfort zones.”  Growth is what we are after. 


The outdoor classroom is an opportunity for students to confront challenges and try new things.  The way students deal with these situations can help them see ways to deal with other challenges in their lives.  One student from Hiwassee Dam Middle said, “It’s rewarding if you push yourself and enjoy it at the same time.”  Another said, “I learned that the roads, trails, and just life, is going to be rough sometimes but you have to do whatever you can to get past it.”

Project Discovery is about helping students make it to college.  We offer important classroom guidance activities and workshops to help students finish school and go to college.  In addition, programs like the outdoor classroom help provide students with an authentic learning environment where their choices and resulting consequences can give them great insight into other important decisions in their lives.  


Project Discovery, hosted by the Student Affairs Division of Western Carolina University is a federally funded program serving over 750 students in the six target schools in western North Carolina.  For more information about the program visit the web site at projectdiscovery.wcu.edu or contact the Project Discovery - Talent Search office at 828.227.7137.  

Parents - What do you need to do?  

· Check the dates for when your student’s school will attend our outdoor classroom.  

· Complete all forms

· Return all forms to school by the date due.

· Keep the information pages of this packet for your own convenience.  

· If you have any questions please call us toll free at (877) 402-3130.  

· check out photos from our previous outdoor classrooms on our web site:  projectdiscovery.wcu.edu
Failure to complete all forms will result in a denial to participate in the outdoor classroom. 

