
Name of Unit/Area:  Student Media Center/ UC


Name of Person(s) Conducting Assessment Activity: Katherine Duff Smith


Other Partners Involved in Activity (e.g., faculty, staff, alumni, other departments, community, etc.):
Bart Andrus, Julie Walters-Steele, Jeff Hughes, faculty advisors of Student Media Groups, student leadership of Student Media groups

Semester &Year of Assessment Activity: Fall 2006


Objectives for Assessment Activity:
1. Student Media Board will hold a series of meetings during the spring to discuss goals, objectives and outcomes planning.

2. Demonstrate to campus community the opportunities for involvement with student media groups.

3. Find accessible office space for all student media groups within the SMC. 

4. The Student Media Center is working to provide educational workshops and lectures to the WCU community and students working with student media groups.

Nature of Assessment Activity (e.g., survey, focus group, pre/post-test, etc; instruments used to be attached):
Observation, interviews (web surveys will be included in 2007)


Highlights of Significant Findings from Assessment and Comparison to Criteria for Success Established by Area:
It should be noted that Student Media has never had a formal assessment plan or strategic plan before this year.  Assessment at this time is limited.


Program Improvements: Specific Use of Findings in Area(s) and Key Changes Made in Area(s):
As of Fall 2006, the Student Media Center has signage that significantly increases its visibility for students and the campus community.  Also new this fall are additional student media offices: all student media groups, including Gadfly and WCAT, now have offices in the Student Media Center.  WCAT’s studio installation is scheduled with outside engineers for January 2007.  The Student Media Center and Gadfly hosted a Zine Workshop to educate students interested in independent publishing and help identify and reach students interested in writing and design who may be interested in working with Gadfly and Nomad in the future. 
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