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GRADUATIONPROFILES 
Two more WCU students just finished their degrees in Spanish!  
See their profiles below:

vvv vvv vvv

NATALIE HYLTON

What programs did you complete 
here at WCU?
I am a major in Spanish and International 
Studies.
Where do you call home?
I was born and raised in Greensboro, NC.  That 
is where I consider home, but Cullowhee has 
grown to be a second home to me.
What are your plans for right after 
graduation?
I plan to stick around Cullowhee. I have an 
internship with Vecinos for the spring.
How do you plan to use Spanish in 
your life after graduation?
I am applying to jobs in translation,   hoping to 
start in a career in which I can use my Spanish to 
help others.

How do you use it in your life now?
I use my Spanish whenever I can. I often find 
myself speaking to others in Spanish when there is 
a language barrier. I have also volunteered with 
Vecinos and I have translated for the medical 
providers and the patients.
What is the single most meaningful 
Spanish-related story in your life? 	  
Its hard to pick just one, but if I must pick I think 
I would say my trip to Costa Rica. When I was in 
high school, I had the opportunity to go on a 
mission trip with my church. We were there for a 
week building a church.  Our church had hired a 
few translators to help us communicate with the 
pastor and his family, but I was able to speak 
enough Spanish to communicate with them. This 
gave me the chance to form a special relationship 
with the family and after all these years I still talk 
to them from time to time. It was also my first 
time translating and I think this really sparked my 
passion for the language.
Advice for current students of 
Spanish?
Travel! I can’t stress it enough. If you have the 
opportunity to travel now, do it. It’s a great chance 
to see other parts of the world, and often improve 
your Spanish skills. When I had the opportunity 
to travel I took it and that’s when I decided to 
major in Spanish instead of just minor. Every 
time I traveled I learned so much about myself 
and the culture. 

vvv vvv vvv

http://www.vecinosinc.org
http://www.vecinosinc.org
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(Graduation Profiles
continued from page 1)

vvv vvv vvv

TIFFANY LOSADA

What programs did you complete 
here at WCU?
Bachelor of Science in Sport Management & 
Bachelor of  Arts in Spanish.
Where do you call home?
Raleigh, but after being in Cullowhee for so long, it 
definitely feels like home as well. 
What are your plans for right after 
graduation?
Continue to job hunt! My other degree is in Sport 
Management and I am really interested in sport 
event planning. My plan is to volunteer and 
possibly participate in several half marathons or 
marathons in the Asheville area and hopefully 
network into a new career path. I still would like to 
use my Spanish by helping others learn Spanish by 
tutoring or by finding a translating job. 
How do you plan to  use Spanish in 
your life after graduation? 
I want to find some part-time work as a translator 
or interpreter. I have been searching for sales and 
event planning jobs that prefer someone who is 
bilingual, and I even have been looking for jobs at 
banks and insurance companies. If I am in a 

position where I don’t use Spanish daily, I would 
love to work as a tutor or substitute teacher
How do you use it in your life now?
I use it at work daily with the cooks at Kobe. They 
help me every day to improve, reminding me of 
vocabulary that I have forgotten. 
What is the single most meaningful 
Spanish-related story in your life?
That’s when I first studied abroad in Granada, 
Spain. I had been there for a little over a month 
and my speaking ability had improved so much. It 
was during a Skype date with my abuelita that I 
realized how happy I was to finally be able to 
communicate with her and other Hispanics in a 
language they are more comfortable in. I had 
always been able to talk to my abuelita in English, 
but I knew how proud she was when we were 
finally having a conversation in Spanish. I wish I 
could relive that entire semester in Granada. I  
really left a piece of  my heart there. 
Anything else you'd like to include 
about yourself, given that you are at 
the end of your WCU undergrad 
career?
My experience at Western Carolina University the 
past 5 ½ years has been one I’ll never forget. I’m so 
happy I made the decision to get a major instead of 
a minor in Spanish. I have never felt so confident 
speaking, listening, reading, and writing the 
language and I’m eager to continue learning more 
throughout my life. 
Advice for current students of 
Spanish? 
Never stop studying! I still play Spanish games on 
my Duolingo app everyday. You can lose it so 
quickly, so it’s important to practice everyday. 

vvv vvv vvv

WCUSpanish would like to recognize both of 
these students as alumnae of WCU’s own 
faculty-led study abroad programs:  Natalie in 
WCU en Valencia 2013 (Spain) and WCU en 
La Habana 2013 (Cuba), and Tiffany in WCU 
en Valencia 2014.

¡Enhorabuena!
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SKYPING IN CLASS? 
¡Claro que sí!

Students who study Spanish at WCU 
are able to use technology while 
practicing their Spanish skills. Mr. 
Garrett Fisher’s SPAN 101 students 
used Skype to communicate with Ms. 
Gabriela Riveros from Venezuela.

IMMIGRATION UP CLOSE 
After a lecture on current immigration 
issues in Mr. Garrett Fisher’s SPAN 301 
course, Amy Schmidt, the director of 
Vecinos, came to present on migrant 
farmworkers in the WNC region and 
how Vecinos has offered support 
since 2001. Check out the l ink 
above  to find out  more about the 
program, and click here to find out 
how you can help!

¡Muchas gracias!  ¡Hasta enero!

Dr.	  Alberto	  Centeno-‐Pulido	  recently	   traveled	  to	  Albuquerque,	  
New	  Mexico,	  where	  he	  presented	  a	  poster	  at	   the	  High	  Desert	  
Linguistic	   Society	   Conference,	   organized	   by	   the	   Linguistics	  
Department	   of	   the	   University	   of	   New	   Mexico.	   The	   poster	  
showcased	  part	  of	  his	  doctoral	  research	  on	  Spanish	  Adjectival	  
Position.	   In	   it,	   he	   analyzed	   the	   influence	   of	   semantic	   and	  
phonological	   features	   on	   adjective	   placement	   in	   spoken	   and	  
written	   Spanish.	   	  Some	   adjectives,	   like	  viejo/nuevo,	  alto/bajo,	  
etc.	   appear	   before	   the	   noun	   because	   they	   are	   stored	   in	   our	  
lexicon	  as	  a	  unit	  with	  the	  noun	  they	  accompany.	  They	  tend	  to	  
be	  shorter	  than	  that	  noun.	  For	  longer	  adjectives,	  the	  speaker	  
intentionally	  places	  them	  in	  from	  of	  the	  noun	   to	  draw	  attention	  to	  them.	  Also,	  their	  opposites	  are	  
not	  as	  easy	  to	  recall	  in	  real	  time	  speech,	  which	  is	  why	  they	  appear	  more	  frequently	  in	   the	  written	  
register.	  If	  you	  want	  to	  know	  more,	  come	  check	  out	  the	  poster	  right	  outside	  of	  Dr.	  Centeno-‐Pulido’s	  
office	  (McKee	  128A),	  or	  shoot	  him	  an	  email	  	  at	  acentenopulido@wcu.edu.
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