
 

 

 

The new GHS mandates 

• Help to eliminate confusion created by conflicting 
national and international requirements 

• Standardize the formats for SDSs, making them 
more useful and understandable. 

• Improve chemical labeling.  Standardized 
pictograms and standardized wording gives 
employees a better understanding of chemical 
hazards and risks. 

 
Chemical labels from the manufacturer will now always contain the following specific information: 

Product 
Identifier Supplier Info Hazard 

Pictograms Signal Word Hazard 
Statement 

Precautionary 
Statements 

   
 

One of two signal words must always be provided on 
chemical labels, to give an immediate idea to the user the 
degree of hazard associated with using the chemical  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Formerly referred to as MSDS Sheets.  The SDS is a source of information about hazards and safety precautions and 
provide comprehensive information for use in workplace chemical management..  SDS sheets must be made available to 
all employees at  any time.  The new SDS format must follow a specified 16 section layout (so it is now easier to use than 
MSDS).  Below is the information that will appear on an SDS (in the following order): 

1. Identification of the substance or mixture and of 
the supplier. 

9. Physical and chemical properties. 

2. Hazards Identification 10. Stability and reactivity 
 

3. Composition/information on ingredients 
substance/mixture 

11. Toxicological  
 

4. First aid measures 12. Ecological information (non mandatory) 
 

5. Firefighting measures. 13. Disposal considerations (non mandatory) 
 

6. Accidental release measures. 14. Transport information (non mandatory) 
 

7. Handling and storage. 15. Regulatory information (non mandatory) 
 

8. Exposure controls/personal protection. 16. Other information including information on preparation 
and revision of the SDS 

Any 
material 
transferred 
to another 
container 
must be 
labeled. 

NFPA and HMIS 
Labeling systems are 
going to be moved 
away from, 
transition toward 
new GHS labels  

Bear in mind that 
NFPA and HMIS 
category system is 
opposite that of GHS.  
NFPA and HMIS 1 is 
the lowest, 4 is the 
highest, GHS 4 is the 
lowest and 1 is the 
highest. 

Except for very 
few 
circumstances 
secondary 
containers must 
be labeled.  IF IN 
DOUBT, LABEL 
IT! 

If the container is portable and will be used immediately by the person who 
transferred it, it doesn’t have to be labeled 

HAZARD 
STATEMENTS 

 
describes the nature of the hazard(s) of a 
chemical, including where appropriate the 
degree of hazard.  All of the applicable 
hazard statements for a particular 
chemical must appear on the label. 

 

 
is a statement that describes 
recommended measures that should be 
taken to minimize or prevent adverse 
effects. 
 

 There are 82 specific and unique Hazard 
Statements 

 There are over 300 Precautionary 
Statements 

 

  

  
 PRECAUTIONARY 

STATEMENTS 



 

 


