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The QEP for the Athletic Training Education Program (ATEP) was implemented during the 2011 – 2012 academic 
year.  It was modified and improved during the spring of 2012 and will again undergo modification and 
improvement during the 2012-2013 academic year.   The mission, goals and objectives are closely aligned with 
those of the QEP.  The ATEP prepares students to be competent, compassionate, informed and resourceful clinicians 
and citizens.  The program, through its didactic and clinical education, requires students to obtain good 
communication and critical thinking skills, and promotes service to others, advancement of scientific knowledge in 
the profession, leadership and an application of information.  The ATEP utilizes a variety of assignments and 
assessments throughout the program in order to determine student improvement.  Student assessment of the program 
addresses the majority of QEP goals and occurs during annual program evaluation.  Additionally, student 
performance on the Board of Certification examination is also extremely important and assessed.  For this QEP-
related outcome summary, I will discuss the ATEP outcomes in the area of “Communicate effectively and 
responsibly” and “Solve complex problems”.   
 
Communicate Effectively and Responsibly 
Students are required to write a “Self SOAP note” at the completion of each clinical education course in the 
curriculum.  Although these Self SOAP notes do not address the student’s impression of the program, they require 
the students to reflect on their own personal performance.  When reading each of the Self SOAP notes, the majority 
of students have obtained their individual goals during the semester.  Additionally, students complete annual 
program evaluations.  The following table shows the results of the survey regarding communication topics.  The 
percentages listed are of the students who agree or strongly agree with the statement.   
 Encourages 

students to 
become 
actively 
engaged in 
the 
profession 

Encourages 
professional 
conduct 

Encourages 
scholarly 
activity 

Encourages 
collaboration 
with 
colleagues 
and peers 

Encourages 
multidisciplinary 
collaboration 

Emphasizes the 
importance of 
professional 
communication 

Sophomore 100% 100% 100% 97% 90.9% 96.9% 
Junior 100% 100% 100% 100% 93.3% 100% 
Senior 100% 100% 100% 95.9% 91.6% 95.8% 
 
Solve Complex Problems: 
All students who completed the ATEP in 2012 challenged the Board of Certification Examination nationally 
certifying them as an Athletic Trainer. This examination challenges student’s critical thinking, clinical and applied 
scientific knowledge, and clinical skills. In April of 2012, all students (100%) graduating in May of 2012 challenged 
this examination and passed on the first attempt.  Although exam statistics nationally have not yet been released for 
2012, the national average first time pass rate from 2005 – 2011 is 48.3%.  Therefore, our success rate is well above 
the national average.  Additionally, students complete annual program evaluations. One area of this evaluation 
requires the students to evaluate the program as a whole.  The following table shows the results of the survey since 
initially administered.  The percentages listed are of the students who agree or strongly agree with the statements. 
 Encourages 

students to become 
critical thinkers 

Encourages 
students to 
become problem 
solvers 

Encourages 
students to 
become lifelong 
learners 

Encourages 
scholarly 
activity 

Adequately 
prepares 
students for a 
career in 
athletic 
training 

Sophomore 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
Juniors 100% 100% 93.3% 100% 100% 
Seniors 100% 100% 95.9% 100% 95.8% 
 
 


