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Adverse Smoke 

We are taking the same proactive communication approach to the Adverse Smoke as we do for Adverse 
weather, with regular updates about the fires and smoke conditions through emergency management 
and updates about the smoke and health concerns via social media and emails, communicated by the 
Provost. We are urging everyone to take personal responsibility with their own health and go to Health 
Services or their health provider if they are having respiratory or other health issues related to the air 
quality.  

If faculty cancel classes, they should follow the Adverse Weather Policy with regards to instruction. 

The Provost is responding to emails that the Chancellor receives and Student Affairs are responding to 
emails, calls etc. as well. 

For your information (and use, should you need it,) below is a draft letter that is being sent out to those 
students who have contacted us.  

If you have additional questions or concerns, please contact the Office of the Provost. 

Dear <Student>, 

I write in response to your email regarding your concerns about the fire and smoke conditions in the 
region.  Please know that the safety of our students, faculty, and staff is of the utmost importance and 
we do not take the situation lightly.  We are encouraging students with breathing or other respiratory 
issues to contact their instructors if they have a concern about a health condition that may affect their 
ability to attend classes.  I urge you to take personal precautions to avoid negative impacts on your 
health.  Staff at University Health Services in the Bird Building are available to you if you have questions 
or concerns about a health condition that may be affected by air quality.   

We continue to monitor the conditions on and near campus and will communicate regularly with the 
campus community regarding any changes in the situation.  Updates and instructions for personal 
precautions will be sent via social media, email, and will be posted here on our website:  http://news-
prod.wcu.edu/2016/11/university-officials-issue-alert-regarding-wildfire-smoke/.  Please check this site 
regularly as you may find that many of your questions may already be addressed.   

Searches 

 Director of Cherokee Center 
Chaired by Dr. Brett Riggs, Sequoyah Distinguished Professor, the search committee also composed 
of representatives from the Eastern Band of the Cherokee Indians, Student Affairs, and the Diversity 
Office has concluded campus interviews with three highly qualified candidates. An announcement 
regarding the new Director of the Cherokee Center is anticipated before the Thanksgiving break with 
an anticipated start date of December 1st. 

 Executive Director of Millennial Initiative 
The job description is currently under review and we are in process of forming a search committee. 
 
 

http://news-prod.wcu.edu/2016/11/university-officials-issue-alert-regarding-wildfire-smoke/
http://news-prod.wcu.edu/2016/11/university-officials-issue-alert-regarding-wildfire-smoke/


 Dean of the College of Education and Allied Professions 
The search committee for the next dean of the College of Education and Allied Professions, chaired 
by Dean Doug Keskula, College of Health and Human Sciences, held their first meeting on November 
15th at which time they received their charge from the Provost. The search committee will work to 
have a new dean in place on July 1, 2017. 

Eclipse 

During a total solar eclipse, the Moon’s shadow is cast upon the Earth. There are two parts to this 
shadow – an outer shadow that covers a wide region creating a partial eclipse, and a much smaller 
central shadow that creates the total eclipse. As the Earth rotates, the central shadow creates a thin 
path known as the path of totality. Cullowhee is in the path of totality for the Great American Eclipse of 
August 21, 2017. Observers will see approximately 1m 44s of totality. The eclipse will occur at 
approximately 2:30pm on August 21, 2017. 

Because this is the first day of classes, which is a very busy day on campus, an eclipse task force agreed 
that WCU will discourage use of campus facilities for external visitors. On that day, parking will be 
extremely limited. The current plan is to encourage visitors to take advantage of eclipse events that are 
organized by Jackson County. The task force also believes that WCU should provide free of charge, 
appropriate eyewear. 

The task force will consider whether we should project the eclipse on a screen or via computer / TV for 
those who do not have glasses or are not interested in watching outside. They are considering if there 
are alternative ways to display. 

Arthur Salido is the lead representative for Academic Affairs on this task force. Please contact Arthur 
with ideas, question, or concerns (salido@email.wcu.edu). 

Lab School Update 

House Bill 1030 passed by the NC General Assembly  this year amended the NC General Statute 116 to 
establish Lab Schools in North Carolina. Western Carolina University has been identified as one of eight 
UNC institutions to participate along with Appalachian State University, North Carolina Central 
University, UNC-Charlotte, UNC-Greensboro, UNC-Pembroke, UNC-Wilmington and East Carolina 
University.  UNC laboratory schools are to serve grades Kindergarten through eighth grade. 

Western Carolina University, founded in 1889, has a long history of preparing teachers and working with 
schools in the region.  The opportunity to establish a laboratory school, sometimes called a 
demonstration school, provides an opportunity to partner with a school district to innovate and provide 
our teacher preparation students, professors, and practitioners an ideal place to implement state of the 
art practices in the field.  Although our field and clinical experiences are extensive and our teacher 
preparation students complete hundreds of hours in classrooms in the region before they graduate, a 
laboratory school will allow WCU to take our programs to a whole new level.  Our intention is to offer 
courses to students right next door to classrooms of children and to engage teacher preparation 
candidates with students as often as possible.  In turn, lab school students will benefit from increased 
attention, small group and one-to-one teaching, and best practices.  In addition, other education 
preparation programs such as school counseling, school psychology, and school administration will 
provide support and have an additional site to practice. 

mailto:salido@email.wcu.edu


The benefits of partnering with Jackson County Schools are many.  Jackson County Schools and Western 
Carolina University have a great history of working together to prepare and support educators.  We have 
deep connections at all levels, not least of which is that many faculty, staff, and students at Western 
have children who attend schools in Jackson County and many of the administrators and educators in 
Jackson County Public Schools are Western alumni.  The establishment of a lab school in Jackson County 
is yet another opportunity to build upon the partnership in a more intense way. 

Jackson County Schools and Western Carolina University expect significant outcomes from a lab school 
partnership.  We expect K-8 students to show higher levels of achievement as they prepare to enter high 
school.  We expect an increased level of graduation among lab school students.  We expect university 
teacher education students to be more prepared as they increase their in-class teaching experience and 
to be guided by master teachers and university professors.  We expect to learn more about new 
practices and to share successful practices with other schools and in our preparation program.   

The strong partnership between Jackson County Schools and Western Carolina University will certainly 
grow and continue to be a model of P-16 collaboration in the region and state.  We expect to take 
advantage of increased opportunities for mutual professional development for educators within the 
Jackson County School system and at Western Carolina University.  

We expect to leverage the partnership and innovative practices to apply for additional external grants 
that can enhance the learning environment and capacity of the lab school, Jackson County Public 
Schools and Western Carolina University to educate the youth of the region. 

Although no final decisions have been made, preliminary and ongoing discussions between Jackson 
County Schools and Western Carolina University have included the possibility of a lab school with one 
classroom each for grades 6, 7, and 8.  Plans include many more discussions and input from a variety of 
community stakeholders.  Legislation creating lab schools details the requirement of an advisory board 
consisting of a variety of persons including parents and at least one lab school student. 

Update to above: 

1.  A news release of Nov 1, 2016 from the UNC system identified the eight schools that were in active 
talks about establishing lab schools to include: Appalachian State University, North Carolina Central 
University, UNC-Charlotte, UNC-Greensboro, UNC-Pembroke, UNC-Wilmington, East Carolina University, 
and Western Carolina University. 

2.  The following persons attended a meeting in Chapel Hill regarding lab schools where other 
universities and school systems were represented. 

 Dale Carpenter, Dean of the College of Education and Allied Professions 

 Dan Grube, Director of the School of Teaching and Learning 

 Richard Starnes, Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences 

 Michael Murray, Superintendent of Jackson County Schools 

3.  Representatives from WCU, including Provost Morrison-Shetlar and Vice Chancellor for Business and 
Administration Mike Byers, Jackson County Schools, and UNC General Administration met on the WCU 
campus on Monday, Nov 7, 2016 to discuss possible plans for a lab school in Jackson County.  Possible 
locations, governance, and a planning timetable were discussed.  WCU learned that one-time funds 
would be allocated to hire a person to help with planning through June 30, 2017.  WCU is tentatively 
planning on beginning a lab school to operate in the 2017-2018 academic year. 



4. A meeting is scheduled at WCU for Monday, November 21 to discuss developing ideas about a lab 
school as part of an existing school in Jackson County.  Representatives from UNC General 
Administration, Jackson County Schools, and WCU will participate.  No final decisions have been made 
about a location. 

Facilities Project Update 

 Noble Hall 
Noble Hall is a great addition to our campus community.  Except for a few issues the opening has 
been rather smooth.  The retail tenants continue their progress toward opening.  We expect Chili's 
to open in early to mid-January.   

 Science Building 
Last week, we completed our fourth planning visit with representatives from Lord Aeck Sargent, our 
design firm. This last visit focused on teaching and research lab design. These visits, which focused 
on planning the building program for both the new science building and the science areas in 
Stillwell, have seen significant faculty participation. We will receive the draft program next week. 
Once our faculty steering committee and Facilities Management approves the program, we will 
move into building design. To aid our work, the College of Arts and Sciences has created three 
faculty committees made up of faculty across the colleges and from allied programs across the 
university. These committees -- Pedagogy, Research and Collaboration, and Engagement – are 
holding discussions and conducting research into concepts and ideas that will feed into the design 
process and help us prepare to take full advantage of the new facility. Their initial reports are due in 
early February. We will be adding a fourth committee centered on Outdoor Learning Spaces in the 
next week. 

 Brown Cafeteria 
Brown is currently on schedule and expected to open in May.  It will offer an all-you-care-to-eat 
option in addition to a Starbucks, Steak and Shake, and a convenience store.  There will be large 
room that can be reserved for events and a roof-top terrace for outdoor dining.  The second floor 
will also house the offices of Residential Living, Campus Services and Student Community Ethics.    

 Millennial Campus building 
The UNC Board of Governors has approved the sublease agreement for Summit Healthcare Group to 

build a Medical Office Building on WCU’s Millennial Campus.  The building will be constructed below 

the lower parking lot near the entrance to the College of Health and Human Sciences 

building.  Preleasing of medical office space is underway.   Construction is expected to begin in late 

spring of 2017 with occupancy in early 2018. 

NC Gap  

A committee chaired by Fayetteville State University Provost Jon Young asked for current practices and 
programs from all campuses in an attempt to repeal the NC GAP legislation. Each campus had a few days 
to submit a report to UNC General Administration and President Margaret Spellings about current 
practices on retention and persistence. We received excellent feedback from Provost Young and Vice 
President Junius Gonzales about the work we are doing at Western Carolina University. Additionally, 
Lowell Davis and his units will continue to monitor NC GAP and respond to any further inquiries from 
General Administration. 
 

 

 



Undergraduate and Graduate Enrollment 2009-2016 



Enrollment Data - WCU Undergraduate Students     

     2009               2010          2011     2012             2013         2014 2015             2016 

    7450     7503      7627       7979      8448       8787    8821      9171 

       

Enrollment Data by Major/College* 

                                     2009          2010         2011         2012           2013          2014           2015            2016 

Arts & Sciences 
 

1792 2025 2384 2296 2366 2345 2317 2414 

Business 
 

708 622 623 692 1058 1262 1476 1644 

Engineering & 
Technology 

555 502 466 452 499 604 673 686 

Education & 
Allied 
Professions 

1784 1645 1469 1297 1566 1528 1493 1432 

Fine & 
Performing Arts 

440 482 506 552 520 553 566 621 

Health & 
Human Sciences 

604 1150 1118 1356 1396 1629 1627 1706 

Undeclared 
 

1562 1147 1250 1504 1239 1070 935 990 

Non-degree 
seekers 

245 252 162 183 210 183 169 168 

 

 
 

    2015 2016 

 * duplicated student counts based on students in more than one major 
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Enrollment Data - Graduate Students 

 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

Arts & Sciences 189 193 199 168 155 145 138 145 

Business 318 300 251 225 286 283 243 303 

Engineering & Technology 60 41 42 55 85 87 64 52 

Education & Allied Professions 1027 946 817 760 677 587 543 612 

Fine & Performing Arts 23 25 22 18 16 17 22 17 

Health & Human Sciences 323 364 365 374 413 459 491 483 

         

 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

Western Carolina University 
Graduate Students 1972 1904 1724 1628 1658 1595 1519 1634 

         

*data taken from Banner Headcount 
Point in Time Census 
 

        

 

Campus Theme 

After two rounds of surveys and more than 600 votes, the following topics have risen to the top of the 

list for consideration as our next campus theme (2017-18):  

 The Cherokee and Native Americans 

 Mountains: Life and Culture (WCU and WNC) 

A campus selection and implementation committee is being formed.  

Commencement  

The Office of the Provost would like to thank Mae Claxton, David Dorondo, April Tallant, David Kinner, 
and Terry Rose for selecting the 2016 Fall Commencement Speaker. All fall graduates had the 
opportunity to serve as the speaker, and approximately thirty students submitted materials for 
consideration.  This year’s winner is Broadcasting and Political Science major Brandon Truitt.  We are 
grateful to our committee members for their time and careful consideration of the many wonderful 
student submissions.  We look forward to seeing everyone at commencement on Saturday, December 
17th. 

 

 


