
Welcome to a new 
semester and our 
inaugural 
newsletter! 
International Studies congratulates all of our 
new alumni who graduated in May 2017 
(Brandee Harris, an International Studies/
Japanese Studies major, is pictured at right).  
Also, we are so happy to welcome all of our 
continuing students back to Cullowhee for the 
fall semester!  

The Globe newsletter is one of our new initiatives this year, and our hope is to publish it at least twice a 
semester.  Each issue will be relatively short and sweet, and will contain important announcements and 
information relevant to the International Studies program. Additionally, each issue will profile either an alum 
of our program, one of our current students, or a faculty member who teaches an International Studies class.   

There are so many opportunities available within our major, and we hope you all will take advantage of 
everything Western has to offer you.  Always feel free to contact the International Studies Director, Dr. Jen 
Schiff, with questions or concerns, and remember that your INST advisor is available to help you, as well. 
Finally, be sure to check out our website for more information on everything INST-related here at WCU! 

Fall 2017 FAST FACTS! 
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THE GLOBE 
A newsletter for students, alumni, and friends of  

WCU’s International Studies program 

64 INST MAJORS 

1
30 INST MINORS 

2
8 STUDENTS 

STUDYING ABROAD 
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http://www.wcu.edu/learn/departments-schools-colleges/cas/arts-and-sciences-interdisciplinary-programs/international-studies-program/


Study Abroad Corner - Global Catamount Awards are here!! 

Thanks to donations from friends of the program, International Studies is now able to 
award up to three $500 grants for INST majors who plan to study abroad in the 
Spring of 2018.  Applications for this award will be competitive, and to apply, 
students will need to download a copy of the application form from the INST 
webpage (to be posted shortly) and submit it to Dr. Schiff via email 
(jsschiff@wcu.edu) by October 31.   

This semester, we’ve got seven fantastic INST majors and one fantastic INST minor 
studying abroad in Chile, Fiji, Japan, and Morocco!  Honestly, the possibilities are 
almost endless for study abroad.  For more information, please stop by the International Program and Services 
office in Camp Building, Room 109. 

Advising Day Reminder! 
Tuesday, October 31 is Advising Day for the Fall 2017!  

 The INST Advising Day session will be held from 10:00-11:00 am that day in 
Stillwell 425.  Attendance is mandatory, and we’ve got all kinds of new 
information and initiatives to talk about.  Most importantly, if you are planning to 
switch to the new INST curriculum, start to think about which concentration you’d 
like to choose, and be sure to set up an appointment with your INST advisor as the 
Advising Day approaches.  If you aren’t sure who your INST advisor is, please 
contact Dr. Schiff at jsschiff@wcu.edu. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
STUDIES CLUB 
All International Studies majors and minors 
(and anyone with an interest in 
international issues) are welcome to join the 
International Studies Club (ISC) here at 
Western.  The ISC meets on a biweekly 
basis, and it’s first meeting of the year is 
Thursday, September 7 at 5:00 pm in the UC 
Dogwood room (room 212)— please contact 
club president Aubree Payne at 
ajpayne1@catamount.wcu.edu for more 
information. 

Pictured at right:  ISC officers Aubree Payne 
and Skyler Lucas at Valley Ballyhoo.

IMPORTANT DATES: 

September 19:  
12:30-4:00 pm in UC 
Grand Room -             
Study Abroad Fair 

September 27: 4:00-5:30 
pm in UC Multipurpose - 
Global Spotlight on 
Water Scarcity 

October 7: By 5:00 pm - 
Last day to withdraw 
from a class with a “W.” 

October 31: 10:00-11:00 
am in Stillwell 425 - 
Mandatory Advising Day 
meeting for INST 

November 8: 4:00-5:30 
pm in UC Multipurpose - 
Global Spotlight on 
Indigenous Groups 

November 27: 4:00-5:30 
pm in UC Multipurpose - 
INST Capstone 
Presentations 
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Alumni Spotlight on… 

Nolan Cheap 
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Q & A with Nolan 
1.  What year did you graduate from WCU, and what were your majors? 
2014, degrees in International Studies and Political Science 

2.  Where are you from originally, and where do you live now?  
I was born in Asheville, NC.  I’m currently stationed at Naval Air Station Pensacola in Pensacola, FL. 

3.  What is your current occupation? 
I have just completed United States Air Force Combat Systems Officer training and have been selected to become 
a Weapon Systems Officer on the F-15E Strike Eagle. 

4.  How has the International Studies major helped with your career? 
In the Air Force, I get to play an active role in America’s foreign policy.  While most of my day to day duties aren’t  
in the International Studies field, an understanding of the global political climate is invaluable. 

5.. What advice do you have for current WCU students? 
Find a great professor and make them your mentor. Sign up for their classes, take advantage of their office hours, 
get to know them.  For one, you learn a lot more than just reading a text book.  More than that, though, when it 
comes time to apply to jobs/grad schools, you have someone who knows you well and can point you in the right 
directions. 

6.  What was your favorite class at Western?  Why? 
Model UN!  Getting to debate real-world issues from another state’s perspective was eye-opening, and I had a 
blast. 


