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1.  What is your faculty status? 

# Answer   
 

Response % 

1 Full time   
 

281 92% 

2 Adjunct   
 

23 8% 

 Total  304 100% 

 

Statistic Value 

Min Value 1 

Max Value 2 

Mean 1.08 

Variance 0.07 

Standard Deviation 0.26 

Total Responses 304 

 

2.  Please indicate your rank: 

# Answer   
 

Response % 

1 Instructor/Lecturer   
 

41 13% 

2 Assistant Professor   
 

88 29% 

3 Associate Professor   
 

108 35% 

4 Full Professor   
 

48 16% 

5 Visiting Professor   
 

4 1% 

6 Emeritus Professor   
 

0 0% 

7 
Professional Staff/Administrator 

with Teaching Responsibilities 
  

 

17 6% 

 Total  306 100% 

 



Statistic Value 

Min Value 1 

Max Value 7 

Mean 2.85 

Variance 1.91 

Standard Deviation 1.38 

Total Responses 306 

 

3.  How long have you taught at WCU? 

# Answer   
 

Response % 

1 3 years or less   
 

64 21% 

2 4 to 7 years   
 

91 30% 

3 8 to 10 years   
 

60 20% 

4 more than 10 years   
 

89 29% 

 Total  304 100% 

 

Statistic Value 

Min Value 1 

Max Value 4 

Mean 2.57 

Variance 1.26 

Standard Deviation 1.12 

Total Responses 304 

 

4.  How many other institutions have you taught at? 

# Question none 1-2 3 or more Responses Mean 

1 

Number of 

other 

institutions 

60 181 65 306 2.02 

 



Statistic Number of other institutions 

Min Value 1 

Max Value 3 

Mean 2.02 

Variance 0.41 

Standard Deviation 0.64 

Total Responses 306 

 

5.  Do you currently teach liberal studies courses or have you taught them in the last year 

at WCU? (liberal studies includes core,  perspectives, first year seminar, upper level 

perspectives) 

# Answer   
 

Response % 

1 Yes   
 

163 53% 

2 No   
 

143 47% 

 Total  306 100% 

 

Statistic Value 

Min Value 1 

Max Value 2 

Mean 1.47 

Variance 0.25 

Standard Deviation 0.50 

Total Responses 306 

 

6.  On average, how many liberal studies courses do you teach each semester 

# Question one two three four Responses Mean 

1 
Number of Liberal Studies 

courses taught per semester 
98 32 16 10 156 1.60 

 



Statistic Number of Liberal Studies courses taught per 

semester 

Min Value 1 

Max Value 4 

Mean 1.60 

Variance 0.83 

Standard Deviation 0.91 

Total Responses 156 

 



7.  Please indicate whether you agree or disagree with the following statements 

# Question Strongly 

Agree 

Agree Neither 

Agree 

nor 

Disagree 

Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

Responses Mean 

1 

I feel supported in my 

liberal studies teaching 

by appropriate 

administrative 

personnel 

29 72 41 12 2 156 2.27 

2 

I can identify 

administrative 

personnel who can 

assist me with my 

liberal studies 

course(s). 

30 66 31 23 5 155 2.40 

3 

I have access to 

resources that assist me 

in achieving liberal 

studies education 

goals. 

30 79 32 14 0 155 2.19 

4 

Entering students are 

prepared for college-

level work. 

2 29 44 56 24 155 3.46 

5 

WCU’s current liberal 

education curriculum 

aligns with the QEP 

Learning Outcomes 

(i.e., integrates 

information, solves 

complex problems, 

communicate 

effectively/responsibly, 

practices civic 

engagement, 

clarifies/acts on 

purpose/values). 

24 70 38 17 6 155 2.43 

6 

I am aware of the 

current liberal studies 

objectives for my 

college/department. 

46 71 23 13 2 155 2.06 

7 
I am aware of the 

liberal studies 
67 68 11 8 0 154 1.74 



objectives for my 

liberal studies 

course(s). 

 

Statistic I feel 

supported in 

my liberal 

studies 

teaching by 

appropriate 

administrative 

personnel 

I can identify 

administrative 

personnel 

who can 

assist me with 

my liberal 

studies 

course(s). 

I have 

access to 

resources 

that 

assist me 

in 

achieving 

liberal 

studies 

education 

goals. 

Entering 

students 

are 

prepared 

for 

college-

level 

work. 

WCU’s current liberal 

education curriculum 

aligns with the QEP 

Learning Outcomes 

(i.e., integrates 

information, solves 

complex problems, 

communicate 

effectively/responsibly, 

practices civic 

engagement, 

clarifies/acts on 

purpose/values). 

I am aware of the 

current liberal 

studies objectives 

for my 

college/department. 

I am 

aware of 

the liberal 

studies 

objectives 

for my 

liberal 

studies 

course(s). 

Min 

Value 
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Max 

Value 
5 5 4 5 5 5 4 

Mean 2.27 2.40 2.19 3.46 2.43 2.06 1.74 

Variance 0.80 1.12 0.73 1.02 1.01 0.90 0.65 

Standard 

Deviation 
0.90 1.06 0.85 1.01 1.01 0.95 0.81 

Total 

Responses 
156 155 155 155 155 155 154 

 



8.  Which of the following activities would you ACTUALLY participate in to strengthen 

your engagement with the general education program and objectives? (check all that 

apply) 

# Answer   
 

Response % 

1 Small group analysis   
 

51 36% 

2 Faculty learning communities   
 

37 26% 

3 Reader's roundtables   
 

19 14% 

4 
Summer institute on teaching and 

learning 
  

 

40 29% 

5 Workshop/seminar series   
 

61 44% 

6 Student evaluation data analysis   
 

48 34% 

7 Assessment support   
 

35 25% 

8 Educational briefcase   
 

22 16% 

9 QEP implementation support   
 

39 28% 

10 Scholarship of teaching and learning   
 

38 27% 

11 Scholarship of engagement   
 

30 21% 

12 Faculty writing circles   
 

7 5% 

13 Instructional technology support   
 

47 34% 

14 Mentoring program   
 

36 26% 

 

Statistic Value 

Min Value 1 

Max Value 14 

Total Responses 140 

 



9.  What is the most pressing challenge you face in teaching your liberal studies course(s)? 

Text Response 

My liberal studies course offering was cut by my dept. head when our dept. received a 25% 

reduction in adjunct funding. 

Colleagues and administrators who fail support the important mission of liberal studies. Students 

see and value the significance of these courses. 

nothing 

lack of time to spend dealing with poorly prepared students 

In general, students lack adequate reading comprehension and writing skills. 

Heavy student loads which minimize personal interaction. 

Placement. Making sure my class is appropriate for each student's major and level. 

students with NO background work completed and no knowledge of history, poli, literature and 

geography 

students' prejudice against LS courses. 

Meeting the learning objective with increasingly large class size 

None. 

CLASS SIZE - without a doubt! 

Support by deans and dept heads (ron johnson told us we were NOT to teach lib studies. Debra 

Burke more supportive but it is impt for course to be offered CONSISTENTLY too or students 

don't know to "count" on it 

lack of sufficient faculty 

Sutdents who are not motivated to come to class and do their work. 

Not enough time to prep a better quality course. 

Time for preparation; I'm also a full-time administrator. 

Freshman seminar seems dead; 22 isn't a seminar and anyway we can't teach such small classes. 

Classes are too large for other than lecture material. 

I teach a big class in an auditorium (120 students). I have tried to get a microphone system in the 

room for TWO years -- and no one seems to be able to take care of this. 

varying abilities and skills of students in one class 

Remediating skills that students should already have when they enter my classes. 

Insufficient background in subject area (lack of high school preparation, exposure) 

Students' quantitative skills. 

Opening the minds of students to topics not always in line to their majors 

Keeping the larger and larger numbers engaged and learning. 

Varying levels of expectations from students based on a range of liberal study courses and their 

expectations. 



course size 

Lack of connection to qep 

Student's attitudes 

Lack of buy-in by students and some faculty/departments 

unprepared students 

Student qualtiy 

students with varying skill levels and knowledge levels 

Adjusting teaching style to class size (the more students, the less individual student time 

available). 

Class size  45 to 50 students in uppper level perspective courses 

Students take the course because they "have" to fulfill their LS requirement, so the challenge is 

generally a bad attitude, and students don't want to read 

Getting buy-in from the students for the first year seminar. Also, many students don't see why 

they should be taking courses outside of their major (to some extent), which can be a challenge. I 

think that we need to do a better job of selling its importance to the students...many faculty 

already see its importance, though there are some who do not. 

Convincing entering undergraduates that courses in Liberal Studies possess intrinsic value not 

related to making money. 

Weak student backgrounds.  Many are only used to taking multiple choice exams, and have no 

idea to think or write without given choices. 

Students being unprepared or unable to read difficult material is sometimes a problem.  Having 

enough time to grade students writing, especially when classes get large. 

Rising number of students in the course. 

The volume of students is overwhelming for both faculty and students in terms of class size 

The liberal studies program does not provide the necessary background or context for our 

students to become educated people. 

No time for contextual thinking 

1) Classes are too large to actually 'connect' with your students 2) Many of your students don't 

actually care about the course content. Instead, they are simply taking the course to check off one 

of the required boxes for the liberal studies. These two facts make it a frustrating class to teach. 

About half of each class is functionally illiterate. They have no knowleldge of English, history, 

or scientific method. 

College uses Liberal Studies to build number of student contact hours 

too short class time 

Too many students in writing classes 

Poor student performance 

Teaching students with a wide variety of abilities. 

Too many students in one class 



Keeping a personal touch with large numbers of students 

class size - too big for implementing quality interactive teaching strategies 

dealing with large classes 

class sizes of 35 students trying to do field activities and not having enough time to work with 

teams and individuals 

Students are not ready for the work.  They are immature 

Time.  My most common LS course is ENGL 101 or 202, and it's a very grading-heavy course.  

There's a LOT students need to learn and not a lot of time in which to teach it to them. 

Discrepency in student academic performance - specifically writing skills. 

Students do not see the benefit of liberal studies in general. 

lack of value given to the courses on the college and departmental level 

The large size makes grading very time consuming. 

I don't face any pressing challenges. 

unable to do as many hands-on activities due to logistical/engagement challenges as a result of 

larger class sizes 

students who are not prepared for the rigors of writing at a college level; faculty in other LS 

courses who are not challenging enough 

the range of ability that students begin with.  Math skills are lacking, and hinder my ability to 

make sufficient progress 

Assisting students with writing and critical thinking skills 

Engaging students that do not wish to be n the class. 

Engaging students who are underprepared or unmotivated 

competition from other classes only marginally related to my category area. 

students often do not possess writing and learning skills I would expect for college 

upperclassmen (I teach a ULP) 

My liberal studies courses do not present me with any unusual challenges.  If we have to increase 

section sizes that would be a challenge. 

The variety of students with different majors and backgrounds. 

Student immaturity and ill preparation, especially for writing. 

Students don't always care if they do well. 

Preparing students to make the transition from what was expected of them in HS (usually rote 

memorization) to what is expected of them in college (entering into increasing levels of original, 

intellectual thought). 

overcrowding 

Class sizes are prohibitively large to effectively meet course objectives 

Unprepared students -- especially in terms of their writing and critical thinking abilities. 

finding innovative ways to keep students engaged in current global topics 



Personally-needing to work other jobs.  Students-entry level students lack research, writing, and 

note-taking skills. 

Student attitude 

Colleagues who do not take the mission of liberal studies seriously, and faculty who obstruct the 

good work accomplished by liberal studies. 

Making sure I cover all of the liberal studies objectives 

Lack of interest on the students' part. 

Unprepared students. 

in my first year seminar, integrating perspectives/contributions of different students while 

keeping class coherent and ensuring people are learning 

Huge disparities in student abilities including students who should not be in college 

too many students and not fair throughout the college - some depts would not exist w/out liberal 

studies - we should not be doing it here- we are not duke! 

Keeping classes small enough to allow sufficient interaction with individual students and small 

groups of students 

Working with students whose interest in learning is generally poor at best. 

Currently, the size of the courses.  Also the fact that I am teaching my discipline to students from 

vastly different backgrounds who are unfamiliar with the discipline. 

none 

Lack of time 

level of students' interest in the topic, need to get over prior negative experience before they can 

enjoy the course 

Poorly qualified students and their sense of entitlement to superior grades unsupported by their 

own effort 

Time and resources., the later in particular considering budget cuts 

Poor academic preparation from high school. 

Getting the right students in the class 

Engaging students in critical analysis 

 

Statistic Value 

Total Responses 139 

 



10.  What is the most pressing challenge facing the WCU liberal studies program as a 

whole? 

Text Response 

Colleagues and administrators who attack its value. 

It is too large and is limited primarily to Arts & Sciences courses. 

inconsistency across the campus in valuing the program 

Students often do not realize the value of learning about something that does not directly apply to 

their major. 

Students are confused by requirements. 

To maintain its integrity. I fear that liberal studies may be the victim of a turf war. We need our 

students to be well-rounded, educated citizens. 

getting students prepared for life 

students' prejudice against LS courses. 

Students lack of understanding about what liberal studies is about 

The number of courses offered as liberal studies. 

Students are not prepared to write at a college level, but class size is also a big concern. 

pressure from unc ga I guess to cut sections (My avg lib studies course load is .5 per semester (1 

course a year) also, it's hardly anon when you know I'm assoc, have taught 4-7 years, am in COB 

and teach lib studies 

lack of faculty resources 

Too large. 

WCU does not know if it wants to be a liberal arts college, a research institution or what. Tries 

everything and fails equally. 

structure of program with regard to student requirements 

The hostility of people/departments/colleges who believe that college education is primarily job 

training. 

Unprepared students entering program. 

It was not fully supported by the administration in the past. 

Its existence and the assault on it due to the budget and some colleges within the university. 

Trying to do too many things in too many disciplines 

Abundance of upper-level perspectives courses, which leads to lower average enrollement per 

section. To compensate, extra SCHs have to be generated in 100 and 200-level courses. 

It appears to be too wide in its scope. 

My guess would be the same as above. 

It is very large, and in some ways not really varied. 

course size 

Not assessable, objectives not Practical or measurable. 



Too many hours, too many choices (can than many choices fill the same objectives?), not 

defined and is a turf basket 

Lack of buy-in by students and some faculty/departments 

too many hours 

Overall, it does not deliver on its mission. The students are not prepared to think or write. 

increased class sizes 

The growing opinion that students must simply "sit through" liberal studies classes as part of the 

degree requirements. 

Gettin the university to realize how important it is. 

Too many credit hours with overall goals that are too loosely organized for the students to 

understand them. 

Some would like to do away with much of it, which I think is unfortunate. 

See item above. 

The whole of it needs to be revised and simplified.  It is very difficult to advise students about 

Liberal Studies as it stands.  There are also real problems with the way the Liberal Studies 

program was developed; for example, History was made a category unto itself, and Literature for 

example, was lumped into a pile with other flotsam and jetsam.  It just was not properly thought 

out as a program, perhaps because of the bias of those who designed it.  mped into 

Student / faculty attitude towards it. 

budget cuts 

Consistency across disciplines.  The core areas are well organized and supported.  The 

perspectives seem to be a hodge podge of classes, departments and colleges that do not have an 

overall vision, mentoring system, evaluation of course content, or training for adjuncts. 

The volume of students is overwhelming for both faculty and students in terms of class size 

Too many cooks spoil the broth.  Incompetant faculty--there is no kinder expression for them--

have always had a disproportionate and highly destructive impact on WCU's curriculum.  

Faculty who actually engage in scholarship have little impact on the curriculum. 

Too large and too categorized. should be objectives driven not category driven--like getting a 

service learning certification for a course instead of putting them in a category to check 

A disengaged student body who would rather be elsewhere. 

See last answer 

there are too many courses -42 credits should go down to 36.  Students don't take P- courses of 

personal meaning, it's very slap dash-grab what y 

Not enough faculty 

In my opinion, the university as a whole does not seem to promote liberal studies, but rather 

chases the latest fads in "vocational" education. A real shame. 

A lack of agreement about the value of the LS program among faculty across the university. 

Underprepared students 

getting students to read, write and think more 



poor math and science preparation for incoming students 

The program needs more science.  Currently only two class periodsa week are used. 

Although the relatively large number of required courses helps to develop a well rounded 

individual, these take away from the number of courses available for the major making it 

difficult for our graduates to compete in the job market with the tier one schools in our field. 

My guess would be turf warfare.  Everyone wants his or her disciplines covered, which is 

understandable, and many disciplines hate the idea of LS for their students anyway, which is less 

so.  Some faculty claim their students don't need LS, that they can learn some needed field of 

skill--let's say "people skills"--in those faculty members' home departments...while those same 

faculty demonstrate their "people skills" by pitching tantrums and screaming at anyone who 

doesn't agree with them.  This kind of faculty member adds a special dimension to the usual, 

more subtle forms of turf jockeying, certainly, especially when they train their students to feel 

the same way. 

Taking a look at the actual liberal studies courses and being sure that we are assessing what we 

say we are assessing. Also, probably addressing the number of liberal studies courses WCU 

offers. 

Annoyance and apathy from students and hostility from faculty and administrators who feel that 

liberal studies interferes with their majors. 

lack of value given to the courses on the college and departmental level 

Maintaining quality with classes as large as they are. 

Don't know. 

the pressure to teach "vocationally" rather than provided a well-rounded education 

faculty who do not understand that a general education/liberal studies curriculum is what 

separates a genuine university education from vocational training and treat it as if it were 

something to get over with as quickly as possible 

the impact the liber studies program has on the allowable major size.  While I did my undergrad 

at a liberal arts college, and fully recognize the importance of a liberal education, the LS program 

at WCU seems a little too big to me. 

Those who do not appreciate the purpose/relevance of liberal studies. 

Integrating it with the QEP and with a robust assessment approach, neither of which were 

available when the current plan was designed 

Disagreement among faculty and administrators about the value of liberal studies and the level at 

which it should be funded. 

"Category-creep." People proposing courses that don't fit the category area, simply to generate 

SCH. 

English composition (writing) courses need strengthened 

The threat of narrowing the focus of liberal studies and losing the opportunity for braod 

education. 

Addressing faculty who do not see a liberal arts education as important 

Getting any sense of unity in a cafeteria program.  Very uneven requirements. 



No globalization component. Students need foreign language study, and they should get it there. 

streamline cirriculum, drop some requirements (Comm 201) 

preservation of a broad liberal studies base while the institutional mission and the QEP steer us 

more toward career training 

Getting students motivated to take classes they feel they may not "need" for their major. 

maintaining the liberal studies program as a central link to the mission of the university 

I could do a better job if I could devote all my time to one work place. 

Low expectations we have of students 

Faculty in colleges who do not feel liberal studies is valuable to them or their students, and 

faculty who bad-mouth the program when only being partially informed.. If they had had more 

liberal studies courses themselves, they might be more well rounded and better able to appreciate 

the value of liberal studies. 

Too many people undervalue liberal studies and want to try to reduce/remove it from the 

curriculum. 

There is too much dissent from the Kimmel and Business schools regarding the value of liberal 

studies. 

Colleagues outside of Arts and Sciences often don't understand/value liberal studies. 

attitudes of students (and some faculty) that university education should be primarily be 

preparation for a specific career, rather than also an introduction to modes of critical thinking, 

reading, and writing that will help them become all around decent, effective, thoughtful human 

beings 

Teaching writing (instructor time) and critical thinking (huge range of student abilities) 

we spend too many resources supporting it - we should change 

I don't believe the liberal studies program is viewed by most students as relevant to their college 

experience. 

quality 

Increasing the perception that liberal studies is valued at WCU 

manpower to teach the courses 

Classes are too large 

Ditto above.  Add "turf wars" to university-wide struggles. 

The results of the "No Chld Left Behind" Program. 

Liberal studies is not marketable 

Not sure if everyone understands what it means:  Professors and students 

Funding 

Budget concerns restricting number of teachers 

Being able to intergrate the incoming student population into a college outlook. 

It is too large and restricts student from taking more electives. 

It is not meeting its objectives. Students coming out don't think critically. Most students cannot 



write well, nor can they present to an audience. Additinally the courses that are providing the 

breadth do not cover the core knowledge of the field. 

none 

 

Statistic Value 

Total Responses 131 

 



11.  What is the most stimulating aspect of teaching and learning in the liberal studies 

program at WCU? 

Text Response 

The diversity of students. 

Introducing students who would not otherwise take my courses to my field. 

I enjoy the students. 

Meeting students in other majors. 

opening students' eyes to what is out there 

It is satisfying to see students grow intellectually over the course of the semester. 

Students from across disciplines. 

I love opening my students' eyes to the beauty of a subject that they may be afraid of. 

pulling the pieces together 

observing student progress 

Engagement with students across disciplines 

Introducing students to new concepts and ideas. 

introducing students to new subjects 

meeting students from other depts. I have an unusual background workwise so I think it's good 

for students to meet me as a business prof too 

Students who want to learn 

I'll get back to you on that one. The students I think. 

student interaction 

The opportunity for students to explore ideas and topics beyond their career aspirations; the 

connections they make (on their own) about ideas, and for me, the opportunity to teach non-

majors. 

Increasing diversity of classrooms. 

Lots of different kinds of students. 

When students "get" it; when they understand the value of the liberal arts overall 

The ability to help students see connections between their other classes, to help them integrate 

distinct courses of study into a coherent "big picture." 

High learning curve once students gain some background in the subject area 

To be honest, I love that it puts me in contact with so many liberal arts/humanities majors, who 

don't normally take business courses. 

Turning the lights on in the minds of students who are receiptive to new concepts 

Initiating and reinforcing broader and deeper thinking and skill building for the rest of students' 

study time and for the workplace. 

Smaller classes--when that works. 



variety of student interests and experience 

Great connection to freshman 

The students. 

Providing a broad educational experience for our students 

The students can be fun 

Bringing various topics to student's attention and working to relate those topics to their lives. 

It's fun to teach students in many disciplines.  To see them think through issues outside their 

area. 

I can focus on concepts rather than content 

I enjoy dealing with students that are not majors in my subject area. We need students to finish 

with a complete education to face future challenges, and I enjoy interacting with students coming 

into class with different perspectives on issues. 

Attempting to communicate my own enthusiasm for the subject to my students and then having 

that effort generate a positive response. 

Encouraging students to embrace learning. 

Engaging with those students who come in earnest 

The opportunity to reach out and engage first year students, the support of fellow faculty who 

teach liberal studies, and the feedback I receive from former students about how much my class 

impacted their lives. 

The laboratory aspect of our courses as well as the problem solving that students engage in on a 

daily basis 

In spite of their shortcomings, our students are wonderful.  We need to stop doing them the 

disservice of imposing our garbage curriculum on them. They are entitled to a real education. 

Getting students with no previous knowledge or interest in the subject matter to actually enjoy 

what they are learning about. 

Opening students eyes to new ways of approaching material. 

Love working with freshmen.  This is not a chore. 

optimistic Freshmen 

the subject matter and the students 

Once in a while you get to see a student's entire life perspective change as they grow into more 

critical thinkers. 

Getting to broaden the educational foundations of our students. 

Teaching First-Year Students 

It is fun to work with freshmen who are new to the college scene 

variety of students 

waide variety of majors 

Students are interested and if you get to know them very friendly 

Truthfully?  I'm not finding it very stimulating at the moment.  But designing an LS course is 



intriguing once I get it into it; it's good for me to be exposed to students outside my area, to 

remember their needs and focuses; and I think it's VERY good for the students to take courses 

outside their narrow vocational focus.  They're not just going to be whatever their first job is, 

astronomers, construction managers, engineers:  they're also going to be citizens, spouses, 

parents.  And LS is, for the most part, where they'll get to think about themselves in those lights, 

as people in need of skills that go beyond the job (especially when so many people make one or 

more broad career changes in the course of a working life.) 

The students. 

The interdisciplinary relevance of liberal studies content in the lives of all of us. 

the support from the Coulter Faculty Commons staff 

When the students get intellectually excited. 

I teach a course on human genetics, so the students get interested in the material ebcause it is 

relevant to their lives. 

high engagement due to low class size 

awakening students to the fact that they are lucky to be able to spend four years developing and 

broadening their minds, not simply training for a specific vocation 

The opportunity to engage students in historical inquiry 

Engaging students that do not wish to be n the class. 

Working with first-year students, especially in a first-year seminar 

Young minds. 

hearing perspectives from students across a broad range of majors 

I enjoy having an opportunity to teach a broad segment of the student body. 

Interdisciplinarity 

Pursuing one's passions. 

The upper level perspectives courses make us unique and are wonderful to teach. I think they 

send the message that LS is not just something to get over. 

wide variety of majors 

making a connection with the students, encouraging them to grow to like (or even love) the 

subject matter and to see its relevance 

Personally, I have a great sense of fulfillment when I'm able to get students engaged and 

interested in a topic they didn't think they'd enjoy. 

having students learn about other cultures 

Interaction with the students and having them leave my classes better able to continue their 

education than when they arrived. 

Connecting to the students that are engaged 

Everything - it is great exposure to students whom I wouldn't typically meet. 

Helping students think in ways they're not accustomed to thinking. 

The freedom to plan my classes in line with what I perceive to be valid learning goals. 



working with students in the classroom 

Seeing students suddenly grasp a new concept. 

it is not 

Few things are better than "turning on" people who start the semester thinking that they are not 

interested in my discipline or that it isn't relevant to their lives. Seeing them make connections 

between the discipline and their social responsibility in knowing something about it gives me an 

incredible sense of accomplishment. 

Finding topics/activities where the students are actively engaged in the learning process. 

Working with students from different majors. 

engagement 

Students 

the eye-opening experience this provides for students exposing them to a broad range of fields of 

study. 

Figuring out a way to motivate students who feel they're in a class under duress 

I love the material.  It is always being updated by new information. 

Diversity & student variety of non-major courses. 

The interaction with the students and watching them enjoying learning. 

Seeing students get it 

Being free to take a different approaches to materials 

Opening up new worlds and ideas to students 

Teaching students outside my department who know nothing of the subject and leave with an 

appreciation that otherwise would not have been supported by their degree program - in course 

evaluations, many students have noted how glad they were they "had" to take the course... 

students 

The actual teaching. 

Teaching students from different academic perspectives. 

Working with the students 

 

Statistic Value 

Total Responses 132 

 



12.  What additional resources would help strengthen your engagement with the liberal 

studies program and objectives? 

Text Response 

More money. 

Assurance that our mission is supported by colleagues. 

none 

Receiving help from colleagues in other departments.  My queries often go unreplied to when I 

ask a question to them in their area of expertise. 

Smaller class sizes would help. 

Smaller class sizes. 

Funding, incentive, and a real administrative mandate for student learning communities that tie 

with Liberal Studies classes. 

more library resources for studetns and faculty and less concerne with objectives and  

administive "initiatives" and busywork for faculty... 

more library resources 

None. 

more professional development support, especially money for travel and professional 

conferences--even for those who are not presenting.  In my field, it's quite difficult to be selected 

to present at a conference, so that means that I must fund all of my own travel--at least by 1/2 

and often the entire amount.  Because of this, I am not able to stay as current--or connected--in 

my profession as I need to for quality teaching. 

I'm up on objectives for my course(s) and fairly familiar with program and its objectives--

summer institute would be best 

Sufficient faculty to cover the classes, base faculty positions on service liberal studies 

enrollments not just number of majors 

If you want us to be excellent teachers get rid of research requirements for tenure. If you want 

researchers, then have only adjuncts teach intro courses 

I am strongly committed to liberal studies. I would like to continue freshman seminar but not 

with 22+ students.  I don't believe I require further resources, but it would be lovely if liberal 

studies did not have to defend itself, year after year. This gets old. 

Simple -- Get a sound system in Bardo/Fine Arts room 130. 

WCU has a good support program for students--but many of those who need it most refuse to 

avail themselves of the resources we offer. 

$$$ 

The ability to have smaller sections for better interaction 

I have the resources I need. 

Opportunities to teach in ways that don't require the rest of the department to pick up the slack in 

credit hours generated. 



more instructors to lower class size, more electronic classrooms 

Cohesive assessment plan 

Defines program with marked courses such as LS(discipline prefix) that are not part of any 

major. 

time to teach LS courses (as opposed to major) 

A more appropriate and user-friendly online interface that provides simple, understandable 

methods for presenting material to students (especially if the University is promoting less 

printing). 

somewhat smaller classes. 

Having someone else grade writing quality 

I'm not really sure. I believe in a liberal studies education and am happy integrating liberal 

studies concepts into these classes. I feel that I can do a good job of this on my own, without the 

need for additional resources. 

I need no additional resources at this time. 

Small classes 

Smaller classes 

We currently have mostly adjuncts teaching in our program so a commitment to full-time 

teaching positions so we don't have to constantly train and figure out who is going to teach what 

and when.  Or a mandate that tenure-track and tenured faculty teach liberal studies classes.  

Within our program, there is none and the feeling is that teaching freshman/liberal studies is 

"beneath" them, when in actuality teaching those classes introduces freshman to our programs 

and fields. 

Unsure, knowing what majors we serve more clearly, perhaps making this a column in 

blackboard so that we can see what our student's backgrounds are in so that we may bring up real 

world examples that relate to them more easily. 

It needs to be made extremely difficult for abyssmally stupid, unnecessary, and sometimes 

highly-popular courses to be approved and offered, and it needs to be made much easier for the 

legitimate faculty to get their legitimate courses approved. 

A year of remedial work before they began taking college courses. 

Better cooperation from other faculty when special opportunities arise for my students that 

require them to be absent from some other class.. 

funds to have speakers/ do hands-on projects in class 

Time. The course load here is quite heavy, and with research and service to boot, who has time 

to make real, substantive changes to a program? It seems administration wants us to "focus on 

everything" which is by definition impossible. 

Collegial dialogue about the issue...instead of crisis-based contentious conversations. 

I have no idea 

an orientation; 

smaller classes 



funds for additional equipment and supplies 

Increased funding for  the sciences, currently I beleive the budget per semester is less than one 

dollar per student 

I don't know, honestly.  Although I believe wholeheartedly in the premise of LS, I'm feeling 

disenchanted with our process:  in part because of the turf warfare, in part because it takes us 

forever to make any changes, and in part because I half-expect the LS committee to (eventually) 

come to some consensus only to have it ignored in the final reshuffle.  It's hard to get committed 

to a process in which one's role can NEVER be anything more than "advisory."  It's hard to 

believe in faculty ownership of curriculum in the wake of the shambles that is program 

prioritization. 

We have wonderful technological support, but they are overwhelmed and most of us teaching LS 

are NOT technologically savy - an increase in tech building of courses/support would be 

extremly helpful. 

Not sure. 

Public presentations given by liberal studies faculty to showcase their own research --as well as 

student work 

Smaller class sizes. 

Don't know. 

the ability to take a class of 35 on a field trip without using an armada of vans (we need a bus in 

Arts & Sciences) 

I am fully invested in our liberal studies program. What would help would be workshops for 

those faculty who think of LS as an incidental or insignificant part of the university curriculum. 

$$$$$$ 

Resources that would keep class sizes small. 

A feeling that the Liberal Studies Oversight Committee was doing its work by rejecting bogus 

classes that don't fit the category. 

the most important factor for me would be ease of access and scheduling; things that could come 

to me instead of me seeking out and going else where for help 

I feel that I am very engaged already. 

Clear leadership and buy-in from all on campus. Money for class field trips and projects. 

Checklist of required elements.  Time-efficient ideas (and delivery of them), especially for QEP 

and eBriefcase. 

I have noticed that very few of the people on the LS committee teach LS. I don't think they have 

enough experience witht the current program and its strength, and their  stake in the outcome is 

academic. That's not what you asked, but I wanted to say it somewhere. 

smaller classes 

maintain software resources at present levels 

n/a 

more funding to attend workshops on how other universities handle their liberal studies programs 



There is little discussion or inclusion of adjuncts in the program when we are doing alot of the 

"on the ground" work. 

I am fully engaged with the program; not sure what other resources would be needed. 

More flexibility in how to meet the objectives. 

I don't know. 

I would really like it if Blackboard functioned well consistently so that my students could always 

access their readings and other course materials 

Not really sure. 

we should modify it so depts can have more freedom designing their own curricula 

The department was allowed to hire me 10ish years ago to focus on developing, teaching, and 

coordinating aspects of its LS courses...my specialization for five years at two previous 

institutions.  The department has never failed to provide the support I need to properly engage 

our LS students. 

none 

Small group analysis, summer institutes 

A student assistant 

IT resources. 

I don't know. 

A way to promote my course directly to students who might excel 

Continued increase in multicultural events and exhibits 

I think the resources are available, it's more an issue of being able to take advantage of them - I 

teach a four week course duing May when the Teaching and Learning conference is usually held 

which makes attending prohibitive.... 

More uses of technology for tests, quizzes, papers, and other assignments. 

Appears adequate. 

Courses from my department were included 

none 

funding for library materials, funding for outside speakers, funding for field trips 

Do not know. 

Students more prepared to work and not have everything given to them 

NA 

allow me to teach truly interdisciplinary courses with another professor or two 

More tenure track and fixed term faculty so lower level courses are not so large. 

Smaller class sizes would be nice.  Additionally,  more support for team-taught courses and for 

learning communities would help foster faculty sense of contribution and connections outside 

their disciplines. 

I don't think resources are the issue. 



previously prepared course modules that have been effective for others in the past 

buses for field trip 

A clearly defined list of goals for the program and a person or persons we could contact with 

how to align our course with the program objectives.  I think I know what they are, but I've no 

idea where to locate this easily...a link under the Faculty section of the WCU homepage would 

be helpful as a quick resource.  Also some ways to engage...perhaps a list of ideas that others 

have had success with that aligned course goals with liberal studies objectives. 

Perhaps a handout letting me know what is expected and where I can get assistance. 

Help so that we can assign more writing again: smaller classes, teaching assistants, something. 

We can't assign essays with 45-50 students per class 

The FYE Website is very helpful. Also helpful *would* be a website explaining the integration 

of STRAT PLANNING (univ & college), ASSESSMENT, QEP, & LIBERAL STUDIES 

PROGRAM... 

QEP grants were extremely helpful and allowed me to incorporate more hands-on experiences 

(lab-type exercises). 

commitment to first year courses in terms of resources to aid in retention 

 

Statistic Value 

Total Responses 108 

 



13.  Please indicate whether you agree or disagree on the importance of the following 

components of the existing WCU liberal studies curriculum: 

# Question Strongly 

Agree 

Agree Neither 

Agree 

nor 

Disagree 

Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

Responses Mean 

1 Composition 245 37 7 1 1 291 1.20 

2 Mathematics 195 81 12 2 1 291 1.40 

3 Science 191 74 20 7 1 293 1.47 

4 
Humanities and 

the Fine Arts 
155 98 28 10 2 293 1.66 

5 

Social and 

Behavioral 

Sciences 

134 109 33 11 1 288 1.74 

6 
Speech/Oral 

Communication 
144 91 33 16 8 292 1.81 

7 Wellness 81 79 61 37 33 291 2.53 

8 
Diversity of 

World Cultures 
127 100 46 11 9 293 1.89 

9 
First Year 

Seminar 
57 64 76 50 42 289 2.85 

10 
Upper Level 

Perspectives 
56 65 73 42 52 288 2.89 

 

Statistic Composition Mathematics Science Humanities 

and the 

Fine Arts 

Social and 

Behavioral 

Sciences 

Speech/Oral 

Communication 

Wellness Diversity 

of World 

Cultures 

First 

Year 

Seminar 

Upper 

Level 

Perspectives 

Min 

Value 
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Max 

Value 
5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 

Mean 1.20 1.40 1.47 1.66 1.74 1.81 2.53 1.89 2.85 2.89 

Variance 0.27 0.41 0.57 0.71 0.70 1.04 1.75 1.01 1.75 1.87 

Standard 

Deviation 
0.52 0.64 0.76 0.84 0.83 1.02 1.32 1.00 1.32 1.37 

Total 

Responses 
291 291 293 293 288 292 291 293 289 288 

 



14.  Please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with the following proposed 

Guiding Principles for the future General Education Program at WCU 

# Question Strongly 

Agree 

Agree Neither 

Agree 

nor 

Disagree 

Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

Responses Mean 

1 

General 

Education should 

be general. All 

students at the 

university should 

meet the same 

set of general 

education 

outcomes. 

122 95 25 31 16 289 2.04 

2 

There should be 

one General 

Education 

Program for all 

Students. 

114 67 38 50 20 289 2.29 

4 

General 

Education must 

be fully 

integrated within 

the QEP. 

76 95 77 26 16 290 2.35 

6 

General 

Education is not 

remedial. 

167 77 25 18 4 291 1.68 

7 

General 

Education must 

be integrated 

with the major 

programs. 

73 90 71 36 17 287 2.42 

8 

General 

Education should 

be multi-

disciplinary. 

146 112 22 5 6 291 1.67 

9 

General 

Education should 

include co-

curricular 

experiences; e.g. 

study abroad, 

63 82 82 42 20 289 2.56 



service learning, 

civic 

engagement, and 

other 

experiences that 

transcend those 

available in the 

traditional 

classroom 

setting. 

11 

The General 

Education 

experience 

should be a fully 

integrated aspect 

of a student’s 

entire career at 

WCU, and not a 

check-sheet 

driven list of 

requirements to 

be completed in 

the first two 

years of study. 

106 92 47 31 12 288 2.14 

 



Statistic General 

Education 

should be 

general. 

All 

students 

at the 

university 

should 

meet the 

same set 

of general 

education 

outcomes. 

There 

should be 

one 

General 

Education 

Program 

for all 

Students. 

General 

Education 

must be 

fully 

integrated 

within the 

QEP. 

General 

Education 

is not 

remedial. 

General 

Education 

must be 

integrated 

with the 

major 

programs. 

General 

Education 

should be 

multi-

disciplinary. 

General 

Education 

should 

include co-

curricular 

experiences; 

e.g. study 

abroad, 

service 

learning, 

civic 

engagement, 

and other 

experiences 

that 

transcend 

those 

available in 

the 

traditional 

classroom 

setting. 

The General 

Education 

experience 

should be a 

fully 

integrated 

aspect of a 

student’s 

entire career 

at WCU, 

and not a 

check-sheet 

driven list of 

requirements 

to be 

completed in 

the first two 

years of 

study. 

Min 

Value 
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Max 

Value 
5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 

Mean 2.04 2.29 2.35 1.68 2.42 1.67 2.56 2.14 

Variance 1.44 1.76 1.27 0.93 1.36 0.73 1.39 1.32 

Standard 

Deviation 
1.20 1.33 1.13 0.96 1.17 0.85 1.18 1.15 

Total 

Responses 
289 289 290 291 287 291 289 288 

 



15.  To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements? WCU's future 

General Education Program should... 

# Question Strongly 

Agree 

Agree Neither 

Agree 

nor 

Disagree 

Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

Responses Mean 

1 

offer students the 

opportunity to 

take courses from 

a variety of 

academic 

disciplines. 

185 94 8 5 1 293 1.44 

2 

give students an 

interdisciplinary 

curricular 

experience 

159 104 21 4 5 293 1.61 

3 

offer students a 

wide variety of 

choice. 

118 105 38 27 5 293 1.96 

 

Statistic offer students the 

opportunity to take courses 

from a variety of academic 

disciplines. 

give students an 

interdisciplinary 

curricular experience 

offer students a wide 

variety of choice. 

Min Value 1 1 1 

Max Value 5 5 5 

Mean 1.44 1.61 1.96 

Variance 0.45 0.67 1.06 

Standard 

Deviation 
0.67 0.82 1.03 

Total Responses 293 293 293 

 



16.  What are the strengths of WCU’s current liberal studies curriculum? 

Text Response 

Wide range of courses/majors 

Diversity, full-time faculty teaching good and rigorous courses, flexibility to shape one's own 

curriculum, universality across the colleges - all students take the same general course of study 

Students get a broad range of general education. 

diverse offerings; attempt to involve students at all levels (across 4 yrs); core elements 

it offers courses from a variety of areas 

not aware of any 

The current program is well-rounded. 

Variety and knowledgeable faculty 

classic and diverse 

That it is well-rounded, giving students a truly liberal education. 

Interdisciplinarity, focus on writing, and the FACULTY, especially in the arts and sciences.  It's 

an incredibly valuable experience for everyone involved. 

pretty weak 

faculty 

It is fairly broad. 

Students receive an overview of a basic liberal studies set of courses. 

clearly articulated, good variety 

To me, it's fine. on prev question, we had no place for comments.Can wellness courses be taught 

in social behavior area? I also would like to change answer for communications and think it 

should be cut (we have presentations in almost every class) but am scared to go back and lose 

work) please give it far right score 

reasonable breadth, but could be broader 

Diverse. 

Could not tell you 

Allows students to gain general exposure to a variety of topics 

Fuondation in communication and mathmatics 

It attempts to educate students broadly without completing tying their hands, in terms of their 

own interests, goals, and strengths. 

Motivated instructors 

Certainly provides broad coverage, but I question the extent that it encourages student interest in 

learning about different perspectives about how the world works. 

some flexibility in offerings that count for major AND LS; first year seminar which allows 

faculty creativity and students selectivity based on interest; 

There is a good deal of choice and, at least for some majors, a provision for satisfying general 



education requirements through course distribution requirments already required by the major 

(especially in the sciences). 

It is better on paper than in practice due to lack of administrative support and the antipathy of 

some for the program 

It includes a wide variety of classes, from a number of majors.  Liberal studies forms the 

foundation of many of our disciplines and I see it as critical to understanding material in upper 

level courses in our major. 

provides wide range of options; allows students to double-dip with their major, i.e. math & 

sciences 

I like that all students are required to take two different science disciplines. I like that the second 

semester of English is a 200-level course. 

None that standout 

offers students experiences in areas they may never have considered, leads to a well rounded 

education - we are not a technical school.. 

The faculty teaching the courses 

It tries to balance a necessary core with a series of choices in other areas. 

Good overall goals 

Some of the classes sound very interesting. 

None 

Much of it is taught by full time faculty 

Broad. Some choice 

Most professors who teach these courses really enjoy the topics they teach and want the students 

to gain knowledge. 

Variety.  There are courses that could be inttegrated into any major. 

I don't know 

not many 

Lots of choices 

Students should be required to take two semesters of a foreign language. I am happy with the 

current curriculum otherwise. We just need to sell its importance. 

Options which students are free to exercise if not abused. 

exposure to variety of important subjects 

breadth 

I like it the way it is, except we may be able to do away with some of the classes that are not well 

attended. 

None. 

First year seminar 

The core areas provide a strong academic background which is integrated with the QEP and 

Boyer Model.  There is a variety of classes to pick from across most of the perspective areas. 



Provides students with composition, composition and math skills which are essential in every 

major. 

WCU's current liberal studies curriculum is an outstanding employment security program for 

numerous departments staffed with highly-qualified faculty who have proven highly successful 

in driving away unqualified students. 

There are none.  We can not assume any outcomes from our current curriculum, including the 

ability to read, write and to simple math. 

Very new to the university, just hired this term. I do not have enough information to make any 

recommendations at this time. 

Gives students options when selecting liberal studies courses 

It currently provides a broad base educational experience in many different areas of study that 

students would not receive by just being in their major. 

Support from faculty. 

They introduce students to various disciplines. 

Composition 

A wide choice of subject matter. 

the faculty 

I don't feel there really are any 

The diversity of course offerings and the broad base of requirements. 

Prepares students for a variety of career-based options after graduation 

some good courses 

at least two science classses 

Accomodates students at any level to participate in he liberal studies program 

It provides a broad education to everyone regardless of major 

It covers the bases and it allows plenty of choice. 

Courses prepare students for life at WCU as well as for their future academic majors and life in 

general 

Allows and encourages students to take courses outside of their major/minor. 

Students have many choices; departments can easily develop courses; limited double dipping 

allows flexibility and speeds student progress. 

Diversity 

Variety 

not sure 

First-year seminar. 

Don't know--I only know what I do. 

variety of disciplines 

The breadth of the curriculum, as well as the upper-level perspective as a capstone requirement. 



multi-disciplinary with at least some opportunity for double dipping 

It seems to work on some, unassessable level -- 1st yr. seminar is much approved thanks to a lot 

of effort from Carol Burton and Glenda Hensley 

Offers students a wide variety of choice. First-year seminar. Many faculty committed to LS 

mission. 

The good teachers. 

Core areas are still appropriate 

We have some very strong liberal studies instructors. 

Dedicated faculty 

wide choice. 

Upper level perspectives. 

participation by a large group of departments 

Its breadth of offerings. 

breadth 

Breadth, flexibility 

I like the focus on Global Citizenship, although it could certainly be futher enhanced. 

offers a wide variety of courses in different disciplines to students 

The enthusiasm of its faculty. 

faculty 

Diversity and flexibility of courses, exposure to a variety of disciplines, good faculty teaching 

important courses, 

It covers a broad set of academic areas. 

 

Statistic Value 

Total Responses 176 

 



17.  Please comment on any aspect of the current liberal studies curriculum at WCU: 

Text Response 

A repeat--team-teaching should be easier to do and support 

It is the most important thing we do at WCU. 

I do not see the value of the first year seminar or the ULP.  Allowing philosophy/religion to 

dominate four perspective categories is shameful. 

FYS needs to be either embraced or revised extensively 

there is too much turf protection with regard to getting new courses approved 

I think a few core areas work and beyond that programs should have leeway to build their 

majors.  Double-dipping is not bad. 

I love teaching liberal studies classes. I think this is a great program. 

Too much choice...not enough MEAT and potatoes.... 

more writing skills needed--reasearch skillls, grammar and writing rules, etc. 

These courses need to be rather small in size in order to offer students maximum teacher-student 

interaction--and to give teachers a chance to function best in the classroom.  Course sizes--across 

the board at WCU--are way too big! 

I think I did on previous page--again, please change communication rating on previous question. 

regarding integration with majors...that is what major professors should do to make connection. 

you can't have lib studies profs connecting to 30 diff majors...also re engagement--we do lots of 

engagement in our major courses so not sure lib studies should focus on that as its niche...and 

you can't do everything...so leave engagement to major courses 

Get rid of football program 

I'm not sure that the writing courses are really preparing students to write at the college level. I 

still have several students per class writing without structure or grammar. This shouldn't be 

happening in upper level courses. 

I notice that some departments/colleges that have not availed themselves of the opportunity to 

teach LS both look down on those who do, and seek to undermine the program. 

I believe that we should encourage students to develop broad understanding of the world, but I 

would hope that we might also encourage a certain degree of self-driven exploration.  I do not 

believe that the current program accomplishes this. 

Some of the preceding questions do not allow appropriate nuance.  I strongly support a math 

requirement, but not as currently configured.  I would support a program larger than 30 hours, 

but only if the additional hours could be satisfied by distribution requirements relevant to the 

major.  For example, I have no problem with a 39-hour program if 9 hours could be satisfied 

with courses that are also included in the major or its related area requirements (such as foreign 

language, science core, etc.).  A requirement for a general education course in the area closest to 

the major (fine and performing arts for the music major, for example), should be met by the 

major itself, not requiring a specific liberal studies course. 

What ever we do--whether we leave the program as it is, adopt something completely different, 

or something in between--Liberal Studies must be supported in word and deed with actual 



resources. 

I think it is important and does fulfill some of the goals of QEP.  I answered that I do not agree 

that the liberal studies currently helps students solve complex problems because I believe that 

most of the courses are not taught in a manner of solving a complex problem, but rather learning 

the terms and processes of a discipline, rather than how it pertains to the world. 

I agree that a "broad education" is a good thing. However, we seem to have only one definition 

of "broad education."  I would argue that a broadly educated biologist has a really good 

understanding of chemistry and physics, and an understanding of certain core concepts in 

engineering and computer science.  "Broadly educated" means different things in different 

disciplines.  We should not ignore those differences. 

I like how students w/majors in the sciences & math are not penalized in LS because their majors 

require a higher level of these courses. 

See previous comments. 

Too many irrelevant courses from the "professional" colleges/departments 

Already stated 

There is way too much variation in the difficulty, thoroughness, expectations, etc. across the 

liberal studies offerings. 

history is a social science, not a separate category; upper-level perspective requirement often 

throws unprepared students into classes with majors; fine and performing arts category should 

include actual performance courses; wellness category should include course where students 

practice wellness activities (p.e) 

Many of the professional programs must meet credit hour accreditation requirements with their 

own professional organizations.  This need is quite understandable as I want my health care 

providers, accountants, and others well trained before they work on me.  While learning in 

various areas is good and lofty, it seems that the pre-professional classes could work better with 

the professional courses so that inquisitiveness could be fostered better, leading students, once 

they are out in the working world, to pursue non-related fields of interest on their own. 

The double dipping must stop.  Make it a true program with defined resources and defined 

expectations.  The hours need to be cut back to the minimum but these are required of all 

studeents. 

if first year seminar is important than it should be required. Now if a student doesn't take it or 

fails it they can skip this requirement.  At that point they no longer have the same general studies 

as another student. 

The answer to a few of the preceding questions is really "it depends".  If you restrict LS to 30 

hours then the 10 hour double counting limit is not an issue.  If you want tmore than 30 hours 

then it is an issue. 

Upper Level Perspectives are a very good idea students need to get out of their major and think 

about the wider context before they graduate 

The program should use skills learned as one of the criteria to evaluate the liberal study 

curriculum 

I think there should be fewer choices and more consistency in terms of equivalent experience 



(relative to QEP and LS objectives) among the choices within different categories. 

Students need improvement in effective writing skills.  Many students are graduating without the 

ability to write effectively. 

I believe it is imperative that certain persons and/or offices on campus cease "sniping" at Liberal 

Studies/General Education. The University is not, and should not become, a trade school. 

If it is not broke why fix it? 

Many students seem to feel that faculty teach these courses only reluctantly. 

too many courses to choose from; the rules are complicated; no double-dipping. 

I like the general format of the curriculum and believe the core areas are well balanced.  Not sure 

why we have a Freshman Seminar and USI 130, couldn't they be combined?  ULP are a great 

idea, but there are too few consistent course offerings.  Why do some perspective areas require 

one course and others two?  Why can't they all require one? 

I would like to see it changed drastically.  We need revolutionary change. 

Too extensive, too inneffective, too much an artifact of faculty building SCHs. 

Very new to the university, just hired this term. I do not have enough information to make any 

recommendations at this time. 

The liberal studies program needs to be streamlined to reduce credits.  These changes are needed 

now, the pace of the review and the implementation of these changes has already taken FAR 

TOO LONG. 

maybe involvement in sports or service learning could count as Health class 

The current liberal studies is too broad and too remedial.  Although it is good to give students a 

chance to look at courses they may not otherwise have taken, to force them to take one course in 

a number of different subjects does not foster interest in any. 

N/A 

need more science and math 

I believe that general education is important, but it should be customized to the major so that it 

complements and supports it rather than detracts from it. 

I'm not an MFL faculty member, but I do feel it's a national disgrace that so many of our citizens 

are monolingual...and that we let them come out of a state institution with a Bachelor's degree 

without requiring at least a little fluency in a second language.  The world laughs at us for this, 

and rightly so; worse, though, it hamstrings our students in the global economy to allow them to 

remain insular and arrogantly self-satisfied with their single tongue, to expect everyone to speak 

their language while they need accommodate no one. 

Liberal studies courses need additional funding. Many departments are hesitant to spend money 

on them because they are not in the major. Consideration should be given to providing a separate 

line of funding for liberal studies. 

Too many hours 

I was a paid anonymous reviewer of the program requirements for Fine Arts. However, I never 

heard anything about the report. Don't know if it was shared at all or if it had any impact. As a 

matter of fact, the most glaring issue was that it was difficult to locate copies of the syllabi in this 



area. Plus it is no secret that many of the courses are taught by grad students who have little or 

no teaching experience and little or no oversight. 

too many hours in P1.  Freshman seminar and upper level perspective requirements are 

superfluous and unnecessary. 

I think that it works better than people say that it does, but it is time for a change in the context 

of QEP 

This curriculum should be focussed on a smaller set of courses that clearly achieve general 

educational goals. 

We need to help students understand the purpose of the liberal studies curriculum. 

Too much catering to turf issues rather than a thoughtful consideration of the needs of an 

educated person.  Reading and writing are not strengths of many students. 

Two programs at WCU mandate a foreign language, and they get punished for it. The only way 

to require a foreign language is to put in the LS program. Globalization is supposed to be a 

priority of UNC tomorrow. If we don't require some kind of foreign laguage here, we treat that 

priority as a joke. 

There should be more funding for activities-intensive courses (labs, field experiences, service 

learning, etc.). 

I believe it's harder for students to see continuity or a theme throughout the liberal studies 

curriculum; the purpose of liberal studies can be lost and it is treated as set of courses on a 

check-list.  Could use more on interdisciplinary studies and engaged or service learning 

requirements/stronger ties to QEP. 

n/a 

keep the diversity of the courses as is 

Leave it alone. 

No comment. 

No comment 

too many hours, too little benefit 

Asking how many hours from a major should be allowed to satisfy LS requirements (i.e., 

"double dipping") is the wrong question.  For example, most science majors require math courses 

and science courses from different disciplines.  It would be silly to not let these math and science 

courses satisfy LS math and science requirements, regardless of how many hours might be 

involved.  Similarly, someone majoring in a social science should be allowed to satisfy her LS 

social sciences...and her LS math and natural sciences if her major requires math and natural 

science courses. 

 

not all courses are meaningful--fliff 

too 'general' of a question to answer 

Confussing 

I graduated from UNCA with a BA in Literature and my liberal studies courses were an 

important part of who I am today. 



Pretty unclear on the actual benefit of the Freshman Seminar requirement, could easily be 

dropped.  Drop to requiring 3 hours of C5, we currently spend vast resouces teaching small 

sections of composition without clear improvement in composition 

I wish we could reduce the burden of General Education and the multiple self-edification 

offerings.  Our students need to be globally competitive rather than being taught to be left-wing, 

socialists. 

Liberal Studies during the first 2 years allows students to explore areas of interest before 

declaring a major, thereby helping with career choice.  I've found WCU's open choice within the 

core and perspectives to be advantageous over the "tracks of courses"  used at ASU. 

First, what is the quality of entering students' writing, reading and communication skills?  

Second, are they improving these skills in their LS courses?  B/c when they get to upperclass 

major courses their writing skills are still horrible. 

Having been a professor for 31 years and even chaired a liberal studeis commoitte at my former 

instituion I find these requirmenst as counterproductive. Thye are in general a waste of time. 

They also reward some disciplines like History for which almost every course counts. 

No comment 

Liberal studies should give students the basic foundation to be functional citizens in our 

communities.  They should have skills that allow them to pursue not only any major on campus 

but also to participate as healthy humans and persons within our governmental systems.  I don't 

see our liberal education program doing that across the board. 

too cumbersome 

Too slanted toward residential student needs. Upper level perspective choices not relevant to 

major. 

All faculty (regardless of specialization or rank) must be required to teach two LS courses a year. 

The notion of "one program for all" is outdated and absurd. 

given the size of the university, the freshman seminar probably requires too many faculty 

resources and the size has grown to the extent that it does not meet the true definition of a 

seminar; the students have an immense amount of choice in the current program 

Consider that transfer and distance students will not take the complete program at Western. 

Encourage students to broaden their educational knowledge base, but do not mandate what 

courses or how many hours they must take (certainly no more than what is required for 

certification).  Students should be free to take courses that interest them at this point in their 

lives.  They are trying to find what satisfies their interests and curiosities while contemplating 

career directions. 

number of courses needs to be reduced so that students may focus more on majors that help then 

secure employment when they graduate from college. 

An effective technical writing course should be added to accommodate STEM students. 

See comments above. 

You ask alot of questions about QEP. Teachers should focus on QEP if they desire, but it should 

not be mandatory in certain courses, nor should a focus on other things like travel. Teachers 

know what courses fit best with QEP and there should be no dictation or expectation that LS 



courses should be QEP. This is a faculty driven issue not a administrative driven issue. Faculty 

know best in this regard. 

I'm too new to comment 

Please think about the way things are labeled.  The expectations of things that are "liberal 

studies" is most often lower than what the course actually offers.  I think this contributes greatly 

to the ideas that some students should not be subject to these kinds of classes.  I work hard to 

make my course interesting and academic, and don't like the idea that others feel it is beneath 

their students or a waste of their time to engage in liberal studies courses. 

See previous statement 

no opinion 

There should exist a master website that clarifies how LSP, QEP, strategic planning, 

assessment/learning outcomes, and SACS expectations -- as well as GA expectations -- are 

related. 

Dr. Burton has done a tremondous job supporting LS faculty.  She understands the value and 

importance as a predictor of academic successs. 

many courses provide a particular world-view that is very limited in scope and relevance 

No comment 

NA 

Our students need a strong liberal studies background.  They can get this through 30 hours in 

gen-ed, as well as components of courses in their major. 

The catalog indicates "the core provides students with the academic skills and intellectual habits 

needed throughout the undergraduate experience..."  While most of the core is foundational, 

physical and biological sciences are disciplinary studies that don't meet the expressed criteria. 

Students are taking the courses to fulfill requirements. I'm afraid they're not genuinely learning 

from the courses because of this. 

 

Statistic Value 

Total Responses 107 

 



18.  Please check your college: 

# Answer   
 

Response % 

1 Arts and Sciences   
 

134 44% 

2 Business   
 

36 12% 

3 Education and Allied Professions   
 

40 13% 

4 Fine and Performing Arts   
 

32 10% 

5 Health and Human Sciences   
 

42 14% 

6 
Kimmel School of Construction 

Management and Technology. 
  

 

11 4% 

7 Hunter Library   
 

8 3% 

8 Other, please describe   
 

3 1% 

 Total  306 100% 

 

Other, please describe 

Academic Advising 

Academic Advising 

administration 

 

Statistic Value 

Min Value 1 

Max Value 8 

Mean 2.65 

Variance 3.40 

Standard Deviation 1.84 

Total Responses 306 

 



19.  Please indicate the degree to which the liberal studies program contributes to the WCU 

QEP learning outcomes: 

# Question Contributes 

Significantly 

Contributes Neither 

contributes 

nor fails to 

contribute 

Adds 

little 

Does not 

Contribute 

Responses Mean 

1 

Integrates 

information 

from a variety 

of contexts 

108 104 39 23 10 284 2.02 

2 

Solves 

complex 

problems 

59 105 58 43 18 283 2.49 

3 

Communicates 

effectively and 

responsibly 

78 130 46 23 6 283 2.11 

4 
Practices civic 

engagement 
45 99 83 36 20 283 2.60 

5 

Clarify and act 

on purpose 

and values 

51 98 82 33 18 282 2.54 

 

Statistic Integrates 

information 

from a variety 

of contexts 

Solves 

complex 

problems 

Communicates 

effectively and 

responsibly 

Practices civic 

engagement 

Clarify and 

act on 

purpose and 

values 

Min Value 1 1 1 1 1 

Max Value 5 5 5 5 5 

Mean 2.02 2.49 2.11 2.60 2.54 

Variance 1.16 1.36 0.94 1.24 1.23 

Standard 

Deviation 
1.08 1.16 0.97 1.11 1.11 

Total 

Responses 
284 283 283 283 282 

 



20.  How many academic hours should be required in a future General Education Program 

at WCU? 

# Answer   
 

Response % 

1 
30 hours minimum as required 

by SACS 
  

 

121 43% 

2 31-35 hours   
 

52 18% 

3 36-40 hours   
 

65 23% 

4 41-45 hours   
 

30 11% 

5 46-50 hours   
 

15 5% 

 Total  283 100% 

 

Statistic Value 

Min Value 1 

Max Value 5 

Mean 2.17 

Variance 1.53 

Standard Deviation 1.24 

Total Responses 283 

 

21.  How many hours in the future General Education Program should be allowed to 

also satisfy major requirements (i.e., "double dipping")? 

# Answer   
 

Response % 

1 none   
 

41 14% 

2 3-6 hours   
 

120 42% 

3 7-10 hours   
 

64 23% 

4 more than 10 hours   
 

59 21% 

 Total  284 100% 

 



Statistic Value 

Min Value 1 

Max Value 4 

Mean 2.50 

Variance 0.96 

Standard Deviation 0.98 

Total Responses 284 

 

22.  Which of the following would you be willing to teach in a future general education 

program? (check all that apply) 

# Answer   
 

Response % 

1 first year seminar   
 

156 62% 

2 upper level perspective   
 

161 64% 

3 
interdisciplinary 

courses 
  

 

171 68% 

5 team taught courses   
 

144 57% 

4 learning communities   
 

76 30% 

 

Statistic Value 

Min Value 1 

Max Value 5 

Total Responses 252 

 



23.  What are the weaknesses of WCU’s current liberal studies curriculum? 

Text Response 

Not enough common integration--courses (and faculty) too far apart/needs to be more inter-

disciplinary (and team-taught) 

None. 

The ULP is embarrassing.  It is being used to increase student credit hours for some areas in Arts 

& Sciences that cannot attract students.  The current program appears to have been written by 

A&S faculty for their benefit while excluding other areas of the university. 

not with the program itself, with its acceptance across the university 

there is nothing unique of distinctive about it 

they are a waste of the student's time and money. 

Perhaps too many limitations as to excatly when certain components must be completed. 

Confusion as to requirements 

I don't think the mix of courses are a problem; I think the way we approach and "package" liberal 

studies is weak.  LS does not build a sense of learning community at Western and it could. 

That is doesn't require a foreign language. 

Not enough people support it, and not enough people understand its purpose.  We need to be 

more explicit about how ESSENTIAL these courses are to student success. 

how much time do you have?  Student have NO COMMON CORE of knowledge and can go 

into their majors completely ignorant of basic facts about AM HIST, Socil, POLI, geography and 

psych,...it is a SCANDAL of the first water////they don't know their own history or language; we 

should have 2 years of required English! 

Not enough research skills and grammar taught. Some courses are too easy--repetitive of high 

school. 

Some of the QEP aspects (for example, service learning) are difficult to include in classes 

because of scheduling problems. 

too many choices, courses not connected with major sostudents end up taking too many courses 

Too many history courses and sections.  When did history become the most heavily available 

liberal studies course type?  Aren't all LS courses considered of equal value?  Shouldn't there be 

an even distribution of all types of LS courses? 

writing not strong enough component, too many hours required 

PAR has too many courses in lib studies. I suppose a weakness would be too many courses from 

way this survey is worded. I would move wellness and communication to other "P" categories 

and let students choose to take them 

Needs to require laboratory components to science classes,  should be a foriegn language 

requirement, double dipping is ok 

Too large and too structured. 

See other responses to this question 



Seems too remedial, despite the ULP requirement 

Several programs have specific, accreditation requirements, which when combined with liberal 

studies makes the course hours extremely high and difficult to achieve in 4 years. 

strengthened focus on general learning outcomes in terms of information conveyed and thinking 

skills developed; Not just what information did you obtain from the course, but what did you 

think about it?  Primary focus should be on developing thinking amd communication skills, 

through a diversity of subject content (ideas). 

As is the case at most universities, it represents a compromise between common sense ideas of 

what makes an educated citizen and local turf wars. This is probably inevitable. 

Class enrollment too large 

Too prescriptive and difficult to follow.  We need to allow students to develop and follow areas 

of interest.  I would like to see us promote life-long learning, not try to ensure that our program 

is all-inclusive in its content. 

It is a good program. 

Too many courses offered by select disciplines, e.g., Philosophy and Religion; Major-specific 

first year seminars that are closed to non-majors; too many social science requirements (two 

courses); history should not be a stand-alone category - combine with social science or 

humanities; too many hours overall in program;  program is not grounded in learning outcomes 

identified in liberal studies document; inability to successfully assess based on faculty teaching 

courses; not enough rigor in how courses are selected to count in LS program; faculty aren't 

invested in the LS program, which hurts student acceptance; 

Some students report that wellness and oral communication courses seem to be reiterative of 

high school curricula.  The "everybody must take one math class, regardless of its sophistication" 

is, to me, a requirement totally without academic justification.  It would be far better to hold all 

students to achieving a specific level of math competence and let those who start college with 

higher competence waive the requirement.  As is, a student who took calculus in HS could 

satisfy our requirement by taking Math 101, adding little to his overall comprehension, but 

keeping him from using those 3 hours more productively. 

limited buy-in from the academic community (at the individual, departmental, and college levels) 

I believe there are too many esoteric classes that teach topics rather than the skills our students 

need to be successful.  Liberal studies are meant to be an integrated core that teaches students a 

set of basic skills so that the disciplines can focus on discipline specific content.  However, 

students enter my classroom they are unable to write a business-appropriate document, they do 

not know how to structure a presentation,  they cannot solve unstructured problems, nor can they 

make and sustain an argument--all basic skills a university graduate should have in my opinion. 

The weakness I would emphasize most is the focus on fiction or non-technical writing in English 

101 & 102 courses.  English 101 and 102 should be remedial, whether we want to accept it or 

not.  Students are progressing past Eng 101 & 102 without knowing what a thesis statement is, 

how to structure papers, how to cite, or basic grammar & syntax errors. 

too many boutique courses; Some upper level courses do not have prerequisites which makes me 

suspect that those courses lack rigor.  For example, I would prefer it if students took 3 courses in 

a discipline.  Each course would build on the previous course. 



the current curriculum is a check list-driven headache that causes frustration. not many can 

explain its purpose. 

Too many hours required. Way too rigid in its approach. 

It's too big of a component of the entire degree. In some disciplines, there should be more 

opportunity to take courses within the major, and departments are restricted in what they can 

require because the liberal studies component is 35% of the degree. 

There is no visible outcome of liberal studies for the students once they have completed their 

courses 

low expectations - I heard this morning that Furman University - not far away - is considered one 

of the more difficult schools - wish that was us - I have heard too many LS faculty talk about 

allowing students to drop grades, turn things in late, "not expect too much from them because 

they came to Western:" - shame on them - these are the first classes they are taking and they 

should set the appropriate expectation for college work. 

Too many classes in too many areas that make it hard for students to see the point of a particular 

perspective. 

Not framed as outcomes. Too program specific and thus becomes turf issue 

The current curriculum seems to keep students from graduating on time or else not being able to 

meet all requirements of a major in a timely manner.  I believe a lot of students come to the 

university in order to increase their chances of finding a good job, not necessarily to have their 

minds expanded in many areas.  Why not give them what they want - good working skills - and 

incorporate those other facets (critical thinking, appreciation for others, etc.) into their 

professional education? 

Bloated with course choices, needs defined leadership with resource accountability, needs 

advocacy with professional programs - what does it add?, 

too many hours and two many types of classes with a variety of learning outcomes. 

too many hours, courses are too easy 

Not rigorous (this is not true of all courses, but is of the program as a whole). Students are 

checking boxes, not learning 

There is little other than the english courses and a couple of others that actually requires students 

to learn anything that serves as a foundation for progressing in a defined course of study.  There 

are no "Assurance of Learning" standards required for all students.  It is possible to take any 

number of courses that should be left merely as electives - they have no place in a focused 

general or liberal studies program.  We require too many LS hours that do not support graduating 

a student with a specific set of skills and capabilities to be successful after graduation. 

Lack of perspective as to how courses relate to students' overall educational experience. 

Large class size for the upper level perspectives 

Too many different course offerings, too complex for students (and advisors) to navigate the 

requirements, excessive hours in the LS program weaken the strength of professional programs 

on campus 

students are poor writers and critical thinkers - there are to many choices and not enough 

integration with students majors 



There is no connection between the courses in the curriuculm in terms of how different courses 

actually achieve the LS objectives 

Ineffective preparation of students in English writing and speaking skills. 

I do not know of any 

Students appear to lack an understanding of the interrelationships between courses 

Everything--its overwhelming complexity, fragmentation, and arbitrariness 

Bad attitude 

Too many hoops to jump through to get a liberal studies course approved.  Some perspectives 

have few options.  Not all LS classes are offered each semester or even each year.  Rely too 

heavily on fixed term and adjuncts for teaching in some programs. 

The amount of hours required seems large and that makes it difficult for students to take 

everything they need for their major especially for pre-med students who have additional 

requirements that they have to meet outside of their majors.. 

WCU's current liberal studies curriculum is an outstanding employment security program for 

numerous departments staffed with highly-unqualified and underqualified faculty who have 

proven highly successful in driving away qualified students. 

Not enough English composition and being delayed; student writing is horrendous and English 

core needs to address this. 

We can not assume any outcomes from our current curriculum, including the ability to read, 

write and to simple math. 

Very new to the university, just hired this term. I do not have enough information to make any 

recommendations at this time. 

too many credits for liberal studies and far, far too many choices (do we really need to offer that 

many P1 options?  wouldn't 6 courses to choose from work?) 

The curriculum seems to work well. There probably should be more ways to substitute courses. 

too large and all over the board--courses are not true to category objectives 

Not focused enough. Not enough commonality to promote a dialog & community 

They are all over the map academically. There is no shared body of knowledge that all the 

students share. 

True support by some departments as to the goals and objectives of liberal studies. 

repeats of science, social science and do not need health 

It is not well-integrated in terms of expectations and outcomes.  There is very little conformity 

among different classes as to what is expected of students. 

too many options, students in comp still have extremely poor writing skills, different rules for 

different programs 

Some areas seem to offer fewer real options for students. 

Not anywhere near enough writing (this includes in all disciplines) 

It does not prepare students to effectively communication, i.e. writing, speaking. 

lack of rigor 



students need better math requirements before coming into WCU 

Too restricted and not enough science- need 1 extra hour 

The current program has some limitations (large number of hours and limited “double dipping”) 

that reduce the number or courses that can be taught in the major.  As a result, our graduates are 

less competitive in the job market with graduates from other schools when have completed more 

upper level courses within the major. 

It's huge, unwieldy, undervalued, and does not require any kind of foreign language fluency. 

Too many courses in each perspectives area - some of which are seldom taught 

Allows for too much double dipping. Majors are usurping the Liberal Studies program and 

requiring students to take specific courses to satisfy the LS requirements. 

MATH 101 is not apporpriate for a GE requirement (either eliminate the requirement or make it 

a real MATH course); students must petition to allow an upper level course to subsitute for a 

lower level course in the same subject; perhaps the skills requiremens should be worked into 

more substantive courses;there is little or nothing designed to insure the synthesis we seek 

actually occurs. 

Too many choices and overlap between areas, not supportive of the professional studies, not seen 

as relevant by the student, lacks rigor, too many hours 

Liberal studies should focus on teaching students to think critically, oral and written 

communication and team work.  These learning goals can be achieved through an 

interdiciplinary curriculum, but needs to be tied together with these goals. 

There is not a widespread buy-in to the program from faculty. 

pr to explain the value of the liberal studies curriculum 

Too restricted to particular perspectives areas being taught by a limited number of academic 

programs. 

Don't know--I only know what I do. 

often to many classes offered within a discipline 

Too many faculty treat LS as incidental or insignificant; too many faculty teach LS courses at too 

low a level of rigor; not sure the freshman seminar serves the purposes it is supposed to fully 

too many hours and not enough opportunity for double dipping.  with the current budget 

situation, we need to reduce gen ed hours so that we can preserve academic majors.  gen ed is 

nice, but it's the major that secures employment for our graduates. 

Too much choice -- overly dominated by PAR -- not assessable in a logical fashion -- although it 

may fulfill some of the outcomes of QEP, there is no way to demonstrate that fact 

Lack of rigor in many courses. Many faculty not committed to LS mission. View of many that 

LS is less important than the major. 

Freshman seminar, ULP, category creep. 

Too many choices, too much variation, within a given category (e.g., P1) 

Too many courses count in meeting liberal studies requirements.  The ULP is not working well. 

Not interdisciplinary enough 



inconsistent standards and expectations; inadequate attention to skills.  Overlap.  Imbalance. 

No language requirement. No real administrative way to teach interdisciplinary courses (despite 

constant faculty interest in it). The bookstore and the rental program--faculty are tired to rentals 

and so can't innovate about material. Also, too many  social science hours (the social scientists 

ran the last LS overall). 

limited assessment, limited interdisciplinary component, too many options,  way too many upper 

level perspectives, freshman seminar 

 

Statistic Value 

Total Responses 190 

 



24.  Please comment on any aspect of the future proposed general education curriculum at 

WCU. 

Text Response 

keep it as small as possible to allow students greater flexibility to explore other subjects. 

I'd like to see LESS change and more consistency. Do not mess with it if it is not broken. It is not 

broken. A few disgruntled folks want to change it and one of them was Chancellor Bardo. He is 

now gone gone gone. Others can suck it up and deal with what they don't want to hear - Liberal 

Studies is good as it is, and it is productive. 

Allow more double-dipping, put a limit on the number of courses that a progam has in liberal 

studies, and be more inclusive of all areas in the university. 

it should be smaller than it currently is 

I would like to see it minimized. 

I truly hope that the program will not be scaled down to the minimum of what is required by 

SACS. This might make individual schools, colleges, or programs happy, but it is not what gives 

our students a truly fine education. 

Don't bow to pressure from the Kimmel School or Business, or anyone else who wants to cut 

General Ed and turn us into a trade school.  THIS IS A UNIVERSITY.  We make citizens here. 

Again,. students need BASICS!  This included honors students....all students should have a 

common core emphasizing basic skills and coursework 

all students hould have the same set of basic knowledge--American and World History, for 

example, on which upper level courses can assume the knowlege on the part of their students. 

Honors Col students should not go through a different liberal studies path but rather do more 

within the one tract. 

I am not sure what the problem with lib  studies is--that has never been well-communicated. Is it 

too many courses and the system pres and below want to move courses out so they can have 

fewer full time tenured people teaching lib studies? 

It should be more flexible. 

Get rid of football program 

I have heard that Honors College students may be given different requirements, and I dont' agree 

with that. Gen Ed is Gen Ed, and it should be consistent across the board. 

I'm not a huge fan of QEP. I would be all in favor of dumping it as an expense we can't afford, 

withdrawing all support from the technical side of the program, and focusing on broad, general 

education. LS helps students learn how to learn, which is advantageous in their majors and in 

life. I understand that some courses and/or professors may not take this program seriously. But 

attack the specific problems (those professors) rather than LS as a whole. 

We must prepare our students to succeed in a global and multicultural workplace 

Please simplify the curriculum such that it represents less of an impediment to exploration and 

learning, and such that it encourages students to develop interests that they can pursue 

throughout their lives.  I would be quite willing to see more than 30 hours, but only in a program 

that is more self-driven.  Generally, simplicity should be seen as a guiding mandate. 



Don't let the special interests - Business School and the Kimmel School and Honors Program - 

destroy it. 

Departments that offer courses in the program must demonstrate a value for general education 

and commit to protecting and promoting it; 

The idea that there is some sort of inherent danger in less than 42 hours of liberal studies has got 

to be abandoned.  Unless the liberal studies program is small, the idea that there must be a wall 

between it and the rest of a student's program should not be a part of the new program. 

I think that classes in each category should have a common set of core skills that all classes in 

that category deliver.  The classes can deliver that content in a variety of contexts using the topic 

of the class but those core skills assigned to that area need to be present and assessed in every 

course.  I also think that liberal studies/general education classes should be distributed across 

disciplines with all disciplines being offered an opportunity to teach rather than the bulk of 

courses coming from a handful of disciplines and disciplines having multiple classes in multiple 

categories.  I think the choices should be discipline-based rather than simple variations on a 

disciplinary theme.  Also, I think that there should be a set schedule when each course must be 

offered and even distribution of offerings across categories.  During advising, I ask students for a 

list of liberal studies courses that they would like to take. As the students and I sit down to plan 

their semester we often find that the majority of the courses they selected are not offered.  It 

would be helpful for planning if we knew and could count on when a course would be offered 

even if it was every two years.  That way a student can plan to take liberal studies perspectives 

courses they are interested in rather than getting stuck with whatever is available and fits their 

schedule in a given semester. 

The only aspect that I personally want addressed is to change the focus of introductory english 

courses.  More than 50% of students go to WCU will be entering into a field where they will 

have to do some form of technical writing, not creative writing.  Creative writing, while a great 

self-discovery activity, does not pay the bills for the majority of folks.  If English has revised 

their curriculum for Engl 101 & 102 (that is they no longer just do creative writing), then I 

applaud them.  If they still place a heavy emphasis on creative writing, this does not prepare 

students for writing papers in courses or the 'real world'. 

should ENGL 101/202 be pre-requisites for courses that require a lot of writing; such as 

psychology, history, & communications? 

The number of required hours should be reduced or there should be a liberal policy of 

substituting courses within the major that meet the spirit and principles of the gen ed 

requirements. 

stick to a classical "liberal" education format 

Students should be able to recognize outcomes/benefits of a completed general education 

curriculum 

Do not reduce the general education requirements. 

I hope we will continue to emphasize a core with little choice (but perhaps more agreement of 

level of expectations) combined with other areas that offer more choice. 

Must build assessment in on the front end. Frame outcomes outside discipline areas, focus on 

what students should know, do or value not on number of hours of humanities, sciences, art, etc. 



I believe in this university as a driving force of the community, the state, and the nation.  As 

such, the future general education curriculum should focus on instilling the knowledge and skills 

necessary for productive individuals:  critical thinking, clear communication, etc.  Since many of 

the hours of the students' lives will be spent in the workplace once they graduate, clearly 

meshing these skills with future career paths (keeping in mind that careers will change) seems 

prudent. 

Limit it to 30 hours and disciplines can add hours for a major as they see fit up to 42.   Jump out 

of the box and add a project based component to all courses that require groups of students from 

paired courses. 

Should be less hours and/or allow for double dip into major. 

The questions you asked about the future program depend so much on how it is implement that 

the questions, as is, are meaningless. The program needs to suppor the students' goals. It needs to 

be tied to what the student is looking for; therefore it needs to be very very flexible. If GE 

outcomes can be achieved via major courses, let them. 

The first place to start is to define what minimal level of competence should ANY WCU 

graduate have, regardless of major, in a set of specific areas.  I seriously doubt "Vampires in 

Film" would make that list; let them take it as an elective if they so desire, but not to satisfy a 

real requirement. 

Keep the upper level perspectives but allow the students to integrate the liberal sudies program 

somewhat more fully into their majors 

I would love to see more LS course options within majors...but perhaps taught by faculty outside 

of the major to bring in outside perspectives. I would love to see more team-taught courses with 

faculty from different disciplines 

Students should be require to do more analytical research writing in all of their classes.  Some of 

them don't like it, but they are often those who are in need of the practice the most. 

See above. 

Offer a selection of offerings within each subject 

I do feel a liberal education is important, and I do not wish to see the number of courses in the 

program cut substantially. 

It is a crucial part of education and must not be weakened to make room for more specialization.  

Professionals and specialists who are otherwise broadly ignorant are a social danger. 

Keep a core curriculum of courses focused on holistic knowledge and skills that the students will 

need to be successful in any major, discipline or career. 

The number of required courses and range of choices need to be minimized, both for reasons of 

curricular coherence, and to offer students a meaningful contextualizing structure for the rest of 

their education. 

Needs to be flexibile with few common components:  reading, writing, problem solving 

including basic math.  Beyond that majors should conrol. 

Very new to the university, just hired this term. I do not have enough information to make any 

recommendations at this time. 

I do not think any one category should be exclusive to a discipline--like communication is now--



there should be objectives and proof that they are met, regardless of discipline 

Less is more! 

There MUST be a wellness component - we can have the most educated students in America, 

but, with the obesity rates in America and the poor health of the population these individuals 

may not necessarily be productive long term members of society. 

I would like to urge the Task Force to consider that GenEd is what separates us from AB-Tech 

and not to expect less from students in the areas of Humanties and the Arts in order to add ever 

more hour requirements in their own programs. In other words, recognize the LIMITS of what is 

actually possible or realistic in a BA/BS degree program. 

Our students need to write more. We should have a Writing Across the Curriculum Program. 

I hope it does more to prepare students to research and write. 

need more science and math 

Each major has unique requirement that make it special.  The future general education plan 

should be flexible enough to accommodate the individual majors so that each program can be 

optimized to best educate their students and provide them with the necessary job skills upon 

graduation. 

Before almost any other disciplinary area except science (in which too many of our students do 

come in criminally ignorant)--before my own discipline, even--I'd require 2-3 years of MFL for 

every student we graduate.  I really would.  This is what our students most need and most lack, 

and we're not giving it to them because a) it's not popular, b) it doesn't look vocationally oriented 

enough, and c) it's part of the continually-despised, eternally-cut humanities.  Knowing a second 

language is not some kind of fluffy luxury:  it is absolutely essential to working in a global 

world.  Sure, many of our students don't plan to leave the region; but they'll need Spanish to 

work in almost any field in, say, Henderson County, where teachers and check-out clerks and 

construction managers all need Spanish.  Why aren't we telling our students this?  Are we that 

afraid of admitting we made a mistake in cutting MFL to the bone on the last round? 

Continue to focus on the whole student - intellectual, physical, emotional. 

If we include a Wellness requirement in the future, I believe it should be more focused on 

healthy lifestyles including diet, mental health, excersise, and the importance of stress 

management and rest. 

I think it is important that we reach consensus on the program and if necessary we adapt our 

majors to it, rather than have majors dictate the nature of GE.  GE is after all, what separates us 

from community colleges and technical schools, and thus should be seen as equal to or more 

important than majors. 

Should allow maximum flexibility for students 

I think the categories in the new curriculum should be structured so that all academic programs 

can participate and preferably more than just in the first-year seminar. 

The correlation between the caliber of university and the strength/size of its general 

education/LS curriculum is fairly clear. If we want WCU to continue to improve academically, 

we should be strengthening, not watering down, our current curriculum. 

keep it at 30 hours.  with our limited resources, we need to focus on academic programs.  Every 



course should be offered online for distance learning students.  It makes no sense to treat 

distance students as second class students.  They should have the same opportunities as campus 

students, and not be forced to take Native American Religion simply because it's the only liberal 

studies course offered online in that category. 

Integarated into the QEP and also with the major experiences so that it will be a more inified 

experience -- If synthesis is the foundation for our QEP, then the Gen Ed Program needs to 

affirm that fact. 

WCU is unlikely to reach consensus about the role of Gen Ed in the undergrad curriculum, given 

the polarized views of the roles of Gen Ed and the majors in the curriculum. It would be a 

mistake to establish a Gen Ed structure that is limited by current funding exigencies. We must 

focus on enduring goals and principles, not current constraints. 

I have heard that the honors college students might one day have different requirements for the 

liberal studies.  I STRONGLY DISAGEE with this.  All students should be required to take the 

same liberal studies curriculum - even the honors college students 

WCU without a broad general education program would be a far weaker institution. 

Be sure to include education for students on purposes of the gen ed curriculum, encourage good 

faculty to teach classes, encourage creativity and interdisciplinarity in teaching, active learning 

I have not seen a new proposed curriculum. 

I don't know anything about the porposed curriculum, but I would be sad to lose the ULP. Again, 

I don't think many LS committee members have actually taught one.   Also, the current program 

has been aroudn about 10 years now. I'd like to know if we have surveyed our graduates (not our 

current students) about what they liked and didn't like about it. 

has to integrate with the QEP, hope committee finds way to make it more interdisciplinary, don't 

just meet SACS minimums 

Don't change much.  Writing, reasoning, communication, and analytical skills are critical to 

graduates.  Gen Ed is a nice complement to experiences in the major coursework but can be 

strengthened. 

should require a foriegn language component, cut Comm 201, cut history (P3) and roll histories 

into P1, P4, or P6 

maintain it at a high level, please.  this is important to the value of the students' degrees! 

I'd like to see a clearer purpose articulated, and that students, faculty, staff, and administration all 

know of this purpose and recognize its benefit to our stuents.  It should have clear connections 

with QEP goals and assessment.  It would be nice to see a requirement for 

interdisciplinary/collaborative work as well as for non-traditional learning opportinities (engaged 

learning, service learning, co-op, learning communities, travel, etc.).  Requiring knowledge of a 

second language would be appropriate.  Having the student draw connections between their 

general edcuation curriculum and their discipline/major, perhaps a culminating experience or 

capstone for the general education curriculum.  Writing, mathematics, and a physical science 

must be included. 

n/a 

need to keep courses updated with current pedagogical and global trends 



Do we have a proposed general ed curriculum yet? 

WCU should strongly consider copying UNC-Chapel Hill's general education program verbatim. 

No comment 

our student profile is changing, we are not a liberal arts univ - we need to change our models, 

liberal studies exists for the sake of a few depts and hurts others 

Think outside the box. 

keep faculty and student input as guide 

Better be worth the tuition 

Students should be allowed to take ANY course within a discipline to satisfy LS requirements 

rather than only courses designated as LS courses.  If they want a more rigorous course in a 

subject outside of their discipline, it should count towards LS.  They should be able to "double 

dip" in all subject areas as they do in math and science. 

Maintain some flexibility in course selection but limit the number of courses in any particular 

perspectives area (e.g. P3 area has too many choices),  It is problematic that currently a person 

can take PAR courses for 4 of 6 required perspective courses plus their Freshman Seminar (does 

not require adequate breadth for a Liberal Studies program) 

I'm unable to comment as I haven't examined it. 

DO NOT ALLOW DOUBLE-DIPPING (or at least significantly reduce the allowablility of 

this)----students who "double-dip" are not getting a LS education, they are getting specific, 

specialized skill training in one particular area---this is antithetical to not only LS but also to the 

overall notion of higher education in general. 

I've seen them come and go. It makes no difference. 

No comment 

Remedial education is good- especially for our underprepared and first-generation college 

students.  However, it should come before the liberal education requirements. 

Fewer required courses - more options. Make English and Oral Communication available to 

online students. Make ENGL 300 (Composition) a choice along with ENGL 101 & 102, rather 

than remedial for "Composition Conditional" status. 

Preserve high quality liberal studies, general education, but at the same time be mindful of the 

students time, and pare down liberal studies hours where possible. 

I have not seen the future proposed gen ed curricululml!!! 

Work from learning outcomes first to structure last, assess well, provide as much flexibility for 

faculty and students as possible, defy turf concerns. 

There should be a general education program that all students complete.  The current one is 

hardly two years since 30 hours is average for two semesters, not four 

the future proposed program needs to look at how to offer a program from a holistic approach - 

to embrace interdisciplinary course designs - to encourage innovations that connect faculty 

across disciplines - to honestly embrace the university mission for outreach and access and see 

that general education holds particular responsibility for student persistence and success - 

knowing that many change majors several times, it only makes sense to make general education 



a cornerstone of strength and integrate the full campus experience. 

I am not happy that the head of the general education committee seems to have come to the table 

with an agenda of increasing hours in the program. 

Create a program that's easy to understand and easy to advise.  Provide at least one option for 

each area online for distance students. 

Same as above.  Less hours generally and more freedom.  Concentration on reading, writing, and 

math skills.  Upper level should be optional, not a requirment.  Broadbased educational 

approach.  Expectations and bar set high, but reasonable.  Focus on learning content.  

Memorization and knowing facts about the subject area studied.  Less of a "touchy feely" 

educational approach, or a student-directed philosophy (they have paid for the instructor's 

expertise, not to sit around and discover the lowest common denominator).  We do not help our 

students to use their intellectual abilities if they are not expected to learn concepts and facts and 

retain them.  There is a time and place for creativity, but I sense today that the educational 

climate is slanted to a student-directed, 'have it your way' approach.  At the end of the day, the 

student has not benefited from such an approach. 

Unknown. 

Be pragmatic and realistic when making decisions. 

I oppose different curricula for different groups of students (i.e. Honors) 
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Total Responses 125 

 


