Criminal Justice

What makes this program special?
Our curriculum emphasizes the interdependence

of theory and practice in addressing real-world
problems. Our emphasis on application guided

by scholarship provides a strong, interdisciplinary
foundation for future criminal justice professionals.

The focus for undergraduate students is to achieve
mastery of fundamental academic competencies

and a basic level of expertise in the field of

criminal justice.

Are there any additional
admission requirements?

No additional requirements are necessary beyond
being accepted to WCU.

What scholarship monies
are available?

All students are considered for merit-based scholarships
at the time of admission. Additional scholarships are
available based on FAFSA information.

What will I be able to do with
this degree when I graduate?

Graduates of the Criminal Justice program pursue
careers within the field of criminal justice, as well

as non-criminal justice careers within the public
and private sectors. Our curriculum prepares
students for entry into the fields of law enforcement,
investigations, corrections, security, courts,

and forensic science. By utilizing their liberal arts
and interdisciplinary social science education,

many of our graduates find employment in areas
outside of the field of criminal justice. Our curriculum
also prepares students for advanced study at

the graduate level or in law school.
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* Bachelor of Science Degree

* Major requires 48 hours, liberal studies 42 hours
* The largest major on campus
* The largest online program at WWCU

* Graduates are in management positions of
many area agencies

* Faculty members are nationally recognized
as scholars.

 Faculty members hold, or have held, leadership
positions within state justice associations, the
Southern Criminal Justice Association and the
Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences

¢ Active Criminal Justice Club with several activities
each semester

» Opportunities for international study

Careers with this Degree

¢ |Law Enforcement * Investigations

e Corrections

e Security
¢ Education o Law
* Courts  Forensic Science
Contact

Dr. Ronald Hunter
E-mail: rhunter@wcu.edu
ph: (828) 227-2174
http:/ /cj.wcu.edu

Visit us online at GO{@WE Ste rnum

or call 877.\WCU.4YOU to apply to WCU.



What are the professors like?

Our faculty holds terminal degrees from some of the premier
Criminal Justice programs within the nation. They also

bring extensive professional experience into the classroom.
Faculty members of the department are strongly committed
to lifelong learning and professional development of our
students and to facilitating their transition into the
professional environment.

What are the students
in the program doing?

Recent graduates are working in the fields of law enforcement,

security, community corrections, counseling, and juvenile
justice, as well as in other careers in government and
business. \We also have a number of students in law
school and graduate programs. Previous graduates may
be found practicing law; teaching at the community college
and university levels; and in administrative positions of
local, state and federal criminal justice agencies.

Will I be able to participate
in internships, clubs and other
extracurricular opportunities?

Yes, Criminal Justice students may join the Criminal Justice
Club, which has a number of group activities each semester.
Upper-level students may be invited to join our local chapter
of the Alpha Phi Sigma Criminal Justice Honorary Society.
Our students are also encouraged to participate in service
learning activities, as well as internships. We also offer
international semester and yearlong study abroad
opportunities, as well as the popular British Studies
Program each summer.

See our program site:
http://cj.wcu.edu

Visit us online at GO WESte I"n

or call 877.WCU.4YOU to apply to WCU.

The University

A campus of the University of North Carolina system,
WOCU is located in a beautiful valley between the Blue
Ridge and Great Smoky mountains, with convenient
access to a region that offers tremendous opportuni-
ties for outdoor research and recreation. \Western is
an hour’s drive west of Asheville, N.C., and 2.5 hours
northeast of Atlanta.

About 9,000 students are enrolled at \Western,
including about 1,700 graduate students. Some
classes are available online for distance education,
but most are offered in person on the main campus
in Cullowhee, in Asheville, and at other locations
throughout \Western North Caralina. A combination
of service learning and engagement in the community
by faculty and students is a critical part of Western's
tradition of academic excellence.
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