
For the annual Fall Retreat this 

year, freshmen and sophomore 

Teaching Fellows traveled to Six 

Flags over Georgia.  Kick-off for 

the weekend began with early 

move-in on Thursday.  After get-

ting settled in, everyone enjoyed 

a cookout by Cullowhee Creek.  

During dinner, freshmen had the 

opportunity to meet their sopho-

more mentor as well as other 

classmates.  Saturday morning, 

Fellows packed up two buses 

and headed to Georgia!  The 

group spent the entire day riding 

On July 7, 2008, an exclusive 

group of sophomore Teaching 

Fellows departed for their much-

anticipated Europe Trip.  Fellows 

first visited the ancient cities of 

Rome and Pompeii, where they 

saw the infamous volcano, 

Mount Vesuvius.  In Italy, Fel-

lows also had the opportunity to 

visit the Coliseum and the Vati-

can.  They enjoyed spectacular 

views of the Italian country-

side before cruising to 

Greece.  While in Greece, 

the group stopped in Athens, 

Olympia, Mycenae, and 

many more notable cities.  

On their agenda were his-

toric monuments such as 

the Parthenon and the 

Acropolis.  In total, Fellows 

spent eight days in Europe. 

roller coasters and enjoying fellowship at Six Flags amusement 

park.  Needless to say, freshmen and sophomores were ex-

hausted after their fun-filled weekend! 
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received the opportunity to 

attend grade and subject spe-

cific workshops on how to be-

come better teachers in their 

content area.  Other workshop 

topics included how to survive 

on a teacherõs salary, what to 

do once you have your degree 

and license, and tips for 

young male educators.  What 

else was on the agenda?  Fel-

lows attended a job fair at 

which school systems made 

various presentations.  Lastly, 

seniors were able to bond 

with friends across the state. 

S e n i o r  C o n f e r e n c e  

P a g e  2  

This past July, the senior class 

attended the Senior Confer-

ence at Lenior-Ryhne College 

in Hickory, North Carolina.  

During the weekend, seniors 

heard from some great speak-

ers including Brad Cohen, a 

lawyer who spoke about legal 

issues facing twenty-first cen-

tury educators, Ron Clark, a 

former Teaching Fellow and 

Disney National Teacher of 

the year and Michael Geissen, 

the 2007-2008 National 

Teacher of the Year.  During 

the conference, Fellows also 

Senior Brandon Meeks with  Ron Clark 

Western Carolina Teaching Fellows 

are scattered across the planet, in 

places as far away as Korea and 

Costa Rica.  Junior Garrett Fisher is 

currently studying in Monterrey, 

Mexico.  Recently, Garrett got in 

touch with The Chalkboard and sent 

an update.   

òI have been here in Monterrey since 

July 28, and I'm surviving all of my 

classes that are completely in Span-

ish, except for my art class. So far, I 

have been to Las Grutas de Garcia 

(The Garcian Caves), several muse-

ums, and to Planetario Alfa (a beauti-

ful park and planetarium with IMAX 

theaters). I'm trying to travel as 

O h  t h e  P l a c e s  y o u ô l l  G o  a s  a  

t e a c h i n g  f e l l o w  

much as I can on the weekends since I have class during 

the week, but there is ALWAYS something to do here in 

Monterrey.ó 

Garrett Fisher in Mexico 


