Alumni Profile: Sharon Taylor
(Class of 1996)

Director for the Land Trust for the Little Tennessee. :
Sharon graduated in 1996 with a concentration in
water resources.

After graduating from WCU, Sharon went to work at
Coweeta Hydrologic Laboratory as a research
technician. Coweeta is a federal watershed research
facility located in Macon County, North Carolina
where Sharon worked as a co-op student and intern
while attending WCU. In early 2001, she left Coweeta
to become the third staff person of the Land Trust for
the Little Tennessee (LTLT). LTLT’s mission is to
work with landowners on a voluntary basis to conserve
the waters, forests, farms and heritage of the upper
Little Tennessee and Hiwassee River valleys. The
Land Trust now has seven fulltime people on staff and
has either directly conserved or partnered to conserve
over 19,000 acres in western North Carolina.

As Land Protection Director, Sharon spends most of her
time coordinating land protection projects. A typical
day might include sitting around a landowner’s
kitchen table explaining the options for permanent
conservation of their family land, drafting language for
a conservation easement, or writing a grant for project
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