PHARMACY

How do I become a pharmacist?

Some students will first complete a bachelor’s degree from any accredited U.S. college or university (while ensuring that they take the appropriate required coursework and the PCAT.)  These students will then enter a four-year program at a pharmacy school, leading to the Doctor of Pharmacy degree.

Other students may choose to enter pharmacy school after two or three years at an accredited U.S. college or university, where they complete their pre-requisite science and mathematics courses and take the PCAT. Upon admission into a school of pharmacy, these students then begin the four-year program of study leading to the Doctor of Pharmacy degree.

It is important for you to learn what pre-pharmacy coursework the schools that interest you require for admission.  

Minimally, a student should complete these courses at Western for many pharmacy schools:

· CHEM 139, CHEM 140, CHEM 241 and CHEM 242

· BIOL 140, BIOL 291, BIOL 292, and BIOL 313
· PHYS 130 and PHYS 131

· MATH 153 and MATH 170
Advanced coursework in Biology and Chemistry is highly recommended.

What should I major in?

While there is no prescribed major for admission into a pharmacy school, it is imperative that students complete all required courses for admission. Pharmacy schools vary significantly in their requirements, and it’s important for you to learn what coursework the schools that interest you want.  Students who intend to first earn a bachelor’s degree from Western prior to entering pharmacy school should choose their major according to their strengths, interests, and alternative career choices. 

Who can help me at Western?

Emily Sharpe, Director

Honors Advising and Pre-Professional Programs 

HC 101 Balsam Hall
828-227-3277

easharpe@wcu.edu
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