

Western Carolina University
Guidelines for Graduate Student Research Assistant Employment
Spring Term 2012

Goal of the Graduate Research Employment Program:  The purpose of the Graduate Research Employment program is to provide support for graduate students to engage in research and creative scholarship under the guidance of a faculty mentor. The graduate faculty mentor must have graduate faculty status approved by the Graduate Council. This program is supported by tuition funding and administered by the Graduate School with the assistance of the Faculty Scholarship Advisory Committee (FSAC).  

Graduate research and scholarship are defined as:  An inquiry, investigation, or significant creative achievement conducted by a graduate student with a faculty mentor and designed to make an original intellectual or creative contribution to the discipline with an expectation of dissemination.

In some fields, this work may consist of a discovery-based research project while in other disciplines this may consist of the demonstration of creative achievement through public performance, juried exhibition or demonstration. The employment opportunity will require students to make connections and synthesize their learning at WCU. 

Results of any graduate research project completed remain the intellectual property of WCU. The intellectual property may include inventions, discoveries, know-how, processes, methods, materials, copyrightable works, original data, and other creative or artistic works produced in the course of conducting research or scholarly activities at WCU.

General Requirements
1. Funding is provided to support graduate student research employment on a Western Carolina University campus.  It is intended to support graduate students working with a graduate faculty member on a research or creative project that does not have any other source of funding available. Exceptions may be reviewed and approved by the Dean of the Graduate School. 

2. Each graduate student research employee, with guidance from a graduate faculty mentor, will provide a project proposal to be reviewed by the Graduate School and the FSAC.

3. All projects will involve a project definition phase and work phase.  Projects may result in presenting or publishing in an institutional, regional, state, or national venue (including publication or conference). 
Eligibility  

· Graduate students must be enrolled in a minimum of 9 graduate/doctoral credit hours in the 2012 spring term. 
· Graduate students must have a cumulative graduate GPA of 3.0 or higher. 
· Faculty mentors must be full-time graduate faculty members from a graduate program or discipline-related graduate program at WCU.
Funding      
                    
1. Graduate student research employment funding is for 50 hours of work from March 5, 2012 through May 31, 2012.  
2. A stipend of $1,000 for 50 hours of work will be paid in equal installments from March 30, 2012 through May 31, 2012.  
3. Graduate students who receive financial aid should check with the Financial Aid Office for information on how graduate student research employment may affect their financial aid.

Please address questions to: 

Elizabeth Frazier, Student Services Specialist  OR   Dr. Scott Higgins, Dean of the Graduate School and Research Email: efrazier@email.wcu.edu 			      Email: higgins@email.wcu.edu 
Office: 110A Camp Building 	                                Office: 110F Camp Building


Western Carolina University
Graduate Student Research Employment 
Application Form

Applications will be accepted beginning December 7, 2011. The deadline for receipt of applications is January 17, 2012. Only complete applications submitted by the January 17, 2012 deadline will be considered for an award. 

All eligible applications will be reviewed, evaluated and awarded by the Graduate School and Faculty Scholarship Advisory Committee based upon the academic achievement and potential for success of the graduate student, the quality and potential contribution of the research and the anticipated quality of the student learning experience.

Submit all required application materials as a single package in person or by mail (no e-mail) to:

Graduate School
110 Camp Building
Western Carolina University
Cullowhee, NC 28723

Application materials required for the graduate student research employment funding include: 
· This completed Graduate Student Research Employment Application form.
· A 1/2 page “Statement of Interest” in the graduate program-related research including a description of career goals. 
· A description of the research or creative project (NOTE: If  approval is required for use of animals or human subjects in the project, then  please note in the description if approval is required and if the  approval process has been initiated and completed.)
· A 1/2 page “Statement of Significance” of the project written by the graduate faculty mentor of the project which the methodology for the project and a discussion of the role of the graduate student in the research. 
· Individual responses to each of the three questions below on a separate document:
1. How will your graduate experience be enhanced by this graduate student research employment opportunity?
2. Cite personal and professional accomplishments that support the success of the project should it get funded.
3. What is your preliminary plan for the dissemination of the project results?  Please describe.

Student Information:

Last Name__________________________		First Name_________________  
Banner ID___920__________________

Graduate Program_________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________
Student Signature and Date 

Student Release: By signing this application I agree to allow WCU or its representatives to share the results of my work for educational or publicity purposes.

Graduate Faculty Mentor Information:

Last Name__________________________		First Name_________________	
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Department_________________________   

_______________________________________________________
Faculty Mentor Signature and Date 
