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Upcoming Productions 

PUmP BoyS ANd diNEttES 
SEPTEMBER 26-29, 7:30PM & SEPTEMBER 29, 3 P.M. (MaTiNEE)

By: John foley, mark Hardwick, Debra monk, cass morgan, John Schimmel and Jim Wann 
DiRECTED By: Brenda lilly 
MuSiC DiRECToR: Jan Powell 
ChoREogRaPhER: Karyn Tomczak 
PRESENTED By: The School of Stage & Screen’s musical Theatre Program 
VENuE: Hoey auditorium 
TiCkETS: $20 adults; $15 faculty/Staff/Seniors; $10 Student ($7 in advance)

High-octane fun, this down-home revue is a solid mix of country-western, rock and blues that has garnered Tony and Drama Desk nominations for best 
musical. The fun takes place on Highway 57 between Frog Level and Smyrna, N.C., where you can make just one stop to “eat food and get gas.” The service 
station is owned by good ol’ boys Jim and L.M. and they run it with a little help from their buddies, Jackson and Eddie. When they get hungry, they hop next 
door to the Double Cupp Diner, where sisters Prudie and Rhetta Cupp are happy to serve up a steaming cup of coffee and a big ol’ piece of pie. Whatever you 
do, don’t forget to leave a tip!

“The foot-stomping songs and charming tales of friendship, romance and heartbreak will have you walking out of the theatre wanting more…and wishing 
you had a Moon Pie and a RC Cola.” – Brenda Lilly, Director

UPcomiNg  EvENtS
Upright citizens Brigade 
(Improv comedy Show) 
October 11

Savion glover  
(Tap Dancer/Performer)  
January 24

rashomon 
February 20-23

The Drowsy chaperone 
April 11-13

controlled chaos  
film festival 
May 3

oNcE iN A liFEtimE 
NoVEMBER 8-10, 7:30 P.M. 

Book By: moss Hart and george S. Kaufman 
DiRECTED By: claire Eye 
PRESENTED By: The School of Stage & Screen’s Theatre Program 
VENuE: John W. Bardo fine & Performing arts center Theatre 
TiCkETS:  $15 adults; $10 faculty/Staff/Seniors;  
 $10 Students ($7 in advance)

Inspired by the rise of “the talkies,” “Once in a Lifetime” launched 
the first collaboration between Moss Hart and George S. Kaufman, 
who went on to write 80 projects together. “Once in a Lifetime” 
follows three members of a failing vaudeville act who head to the 
bright lights of Hollywood to cash in on the conversion to sound 
by posing as elocutionists. There they attempt to teach silent stars 
to speak on camera, and a series of blunders plunges them into 
the excesses of the madcap, glittering world of inflated film stars, 
megalomaniacal producers and neurotic screenwriters. Can they 
convince them all that they are the “next big thing”? “Once in a 
Lifetime” is a romping, satirical love letter to the golden age of 
movies. 

“Adding sound to movies would be like putting lipstick on the 
Venus de Milo.” – silent screen star Mary Pickford
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The School of Stage & Screen has completed its fifth year as part of the college of fine and Performing arts. To 
quote the grateful Dead, “What a long strange trip it has been.”

The integration of theatre and film has come together and merged in ways we predicted and in ways that we 
never imagined. as I write this, we are already three weeks into classes and are prepping and rehearsing this year’s 
productions. 

We have an exciting year in front of us, including two musicals and two plays plus the increasingly popular 
Controlled Chaos film festival. The festival started with 150 people attending in the Niggli Theatre. It grew so 
much that we had to move it to the Bardo arts center to accommodate the more than 500 people who attended 
last year. This event has become the highlight of the season, celebrating the best of our students’ work.

our students continue to get work around the country. last summer we had students working in 17 different states. 
our current student body comes from not only North carolina but from 12 additional states. Twenty-five percent 
of our current students are from out of state. This is a mark of quality for our programs, as they are choosing us 
instead of their other state or private schools. We also are grateful that we have had alumni return to help mentor 
the next generation of film and theatre professionals and to give back to the programs that gave them a solid 
foundation for their current success. In five short years we have grown from a small department into a vibrant 
school that is producing the next generation of artists. 

So for those who are looking for an exciting program, come check us out. for those who have graduated, let us 
know what you are doing so we can collectively celebrate your success. 

I can’t wait to see what the next five years will bring…

Thomas Salzman

Director, School of Stage & Screen

I Know What You Did last THIS Summer…
our students are always encouraged to work in the industry during the summer months. many of our students found jobs in the industry  
this past summer. Here are some examples of what they did.  

Adrina Wilson | Technical Director | Highlands Playhouse | Highlands, N.c.

Allison Dixon | Student | Stella adler Program | New York city, N.Y.

Amanda Wilson | company manager | Highlands Playhouse | Highlands, N.c.

Anastasia Teel | actor | Texas outdoor Drama | canyon, Texas

Andrew Drake | Performer | Snow camp outdoor Theatre | Snowcamp, N.c.

Brian Moore | lighting Designer/Season m.E./light board | Highlands Playhouse | Highlands, N.c.

Brock Baird | general Tech/run crew | Highlands Playhouse | Highlands, N.c.

Casey Weems | actor | Bigfork Summer Playhouse | Bigfork, mont.

Charity Ruth Haskins | actor | central Piedmont Summer Theatre | charlotte, N.c.

David Haines | front House assistant | georgia Shakespeare | atlanta, ga.

Deanna Braine | Season Stage manager | Highlands Playhouse | Highlands, N.c.

Emily Lindeman | Instructor | gaston School of the arts | gastonia, N.c.

James Hendley | Performer/Instructor | Newnan Theatre company | Newnan, ga.

Jay Robert Raines | Sound Designer | Kate Theatre | middletown, conn.

Jessica Humphrey | actor | connecticut repertory Theatre | Storrs, conn.

Jessica Koons | Disney college Program | orlando, fla.

Joe Callahan | Performer | cedar Point | Sandusky, ohio

Joseph Watson | general Tech/run crew | Highlands Playhouse | Highlands, N.c.

Josh Jones | Performer | Snow camp outdoor Theatre | Snowcamp, N.c.

Lindsey Cline - Student | Stella adler Program | New York city, N.Y.

Liz Wiltcher | Performer | lost colony | roanoke, N.c.

Madeline Seagle | Performer | Tweetsie railroad | Blowing rock, N.c.

Marissa Mello | Technical Position | montford Park Players | asheville, N.c.

Paul Thiemann | Performer | cedar Point | Sandusky, ohio

Peter O’Neal | actor | Dollywood | Pigeon forge, Tenn.

Tierney Cody | actor | The Prizery | South Boston, Va.

Tina Henderson | company manager | New Harmony Theatre | Evansville, Ind.
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Student Projects:  
1st Senior Thesis film

During this year’s fall break, Producers Drew 
Duncan and Jeff mcElmurray; Director Tim 
rudisill; Writer abigail Taylor; 1st assistant 
Director lexi rufty; Director of Photography 
David Elder; and Editor David Bennet will 
film their senior thesis, “Emeralds of the 
East.” The following is from their press 
release: “Emeralds of the East” is a student 
film written, directed and produced by 
the senior class of the motion Picture and 
Television Production Program at Western 
carolina University. This film is essentially 
about fatherhood, taking place within the 
appalachian region circa 1940. It is a story 
of a young mother struggling to make a 
decent life for her son, despite the lack 
of a father figure in a patriarchal society. 
Intertwining the culture of the appalachian 
region, this film will incorporate not 
only locations within this region but also 
music that encompasses how unique this 
region is as a whole. This dramatic film 
questions the traditional family structure of 
the time and leaves you with a surprising 
emotional outcome. The film will be 
shot oct. 13 through oct. 18 and will 
continue in the post-production phase 
for a completion deadline of april 2013. 
The film will be shown at the Controlled 
Chaos film festival on may 3, 2013. We 
look forward to making this production 
and we hope everyone will enjoy it.”

Nathan Thomas is Stage & Screen’s newest musical Theatre 
faculty member. Thomas holds a B.a. in musical Theater 
Production from Indiana University and an m.f.a. in Directing 
from the University of cincinnati college-conservatory of 
music. He is a professional musician (conductor/pianist/
arranger), theatre practitioner (director/music director/
actor), and teacher of both music and theatre (with prior 
appointments at the University of cincinnati and Western 
Illinois University). Thomas has toured as music director and/
or keyboard player all over the U.S. and canada, as well as to 
Brazil, china, Japan and russia, on shows including the Hal 
Prince “Show Boat,” “fiddler on the roof,” “fosse,” “42nd 
Street,” “The Sound of music,” and “cats”; among his New 
York credits are the Broadway productions of “fosse” and 
“annie.” as a stage director, some of his favorite productions 
have been “Betrayal,” “cabaret,” “Jacques Brel Is alive and 
Well and living in Paris,” and “The real Thing.” He is very 
happy to be part of the school. 

Brenda Lilly is our newest Stage & Screen Theatre 
Professor. after graduating from the University of North 
carolina, Brenda moved to los angeles to pursue a career 
in acting, appearing in television and films. She is also a 
playwright, screenwriter and the co-creator/executive producer 
of the series “State of grace,” starring frances mcDormand, 
alia Shawkat, mae Whitman and Dinah manoff. She is a 
member of the Dramatists guild; academy of Television arts 
& Sciences; Writers guild of america, West; Writers guild of 
canada; NcTc; as well as the Screen actors guild-afTra. 
She served eight years on the board of directors of the Writers 
guild of america, West, and was a trustee of the Writers guild 
foundation. She is a frequent judge for the Emmy and Writers 
guild of america awards. lilly is delighted to be directing the 
first play of the season at WcU, “Pump Boys and Dinettes.”

Arledge Armenaki and his company our 
Town Video hired former mPTP graduates 
Jay Barber ’12 and Daniel Burch ’11, to 
improve the William and garland motel in 
Salter Path, Nc online presence. Here is the 
link to read about the story in the reporter: 
http://thereporter.wcu.edu/2012/08/
armenaki-enlists-former-students-to-
improve-motels-online-presence/.

D. V. Caitlyn brings to a close in 
october his second year as Producing 
artistic Director of Highlands Playhouse, 
completing season number 74 for the 
organization. also coming to a close 
recently was D. V.’s work again this season 
as consulting Director with the cherokee 
Historical association’s production of “Unto 
These Hills.” In January 2012, D. V. 
completed his latest full-length stage 
play, “capture,” which is currently under 

consideration with New York’s laBrynth 
Theatre, actors Theatre of louisville, and 
the Yale Drama Series, among other entities. 

Thomas Salzman launched his new design 
portfolio website; check it out at  
http://www.salzmanbydesign.com/.

Tony Sirk worked over the summer as the 
costume Shop manager at creede repertory 
Theatre, creede, colo.

Karyn Tomczak spent the first part of her 
summer in New York city taking ballroom 
classes and seeing Broadway shows. Then, she 
came back to N.c. to choreograph “Dames at 
Sea” at Highlands Playhouse. following that, 
she was back in New York city with colleague 
amy Dowling at the Dance Teacher Summit 
and completed her floor Barre certification, 
which she hopes she can pass on to WcU 
students in the years to come.

announcements

mEEt thE NEwESt mEmBErS oF StAgE & ScrEEN

FAcUlty highlightS

Nathan Thomas

Brenda Lilly
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FEAtUrEd AlUmNi

AlUmNi NEwS 

Within every newsletter we would like to introduce to you one of our recent alumni. our 
current featured alumnus is motion Picture Television Production graduate: Kelli Walker ’12 
Bfa-mPTP.  

from a young age, Kelli Walker was a movie lover. If she wasn’t watching a movie she was 
pretending that she was a character from one of her many favorite films. once she got into 
high school she discovered the art of video production, creating stories, filming them and 
editing. She loved video production so much she entered a video production contest and 
won third place and also received a scholarship from her high school, which helped her 
come to college at Western carolina University. at WcU she had many ups and downs, but 
with hard work and dedication she prevailed. Kelli was chosen as assistant Director for both 
senior thesis films in her senior year. She has some advice for current students: “my one 
piece of advice to any current students in the motion Picture Production Program is, don’t 
let your talent go to your head. We are all talented in some aspect of film and we should all 
respect one another for the different talents that we each have. Sadly, this is something that 
is hard to see when you are in the moment and once you get out of school, you will realize 
how stupid you were. Today, I am working at a company in greenville, S.c., as a Production 
assistant for american Builder Productions. The company produces its own TV show called 
“great american Builder” that is aired on NBc, foX and cBS nationwide. currently, I am 
given commercials to edit. once I am “trained up,” I will then be promoted to an associate 
Producer, and my job will then be to get in touch with the client and work out all the 
details, fly out to film the material needed for the show and commercials, and edit the 
show and commercials to be aired at a later date. Some of my work has already been aired 
and it is mind-blowing to see the things that I have edited on TV and online for anyone to 
see. This may not be that perfect Hollywood job that we all dream of but most of us won’t 
get fresh out of school, but it is certainly a start. I have gained so much more experience 
through this job already and I am looking forward to all of the opportunities that are going 
to come my way.”

Amanda Pisano ’10 BA-STSC: amanda is currently finishing her third 
year working at Parkway Playhouse in Burnsville, N.c. Her duties 
include scheduling the theatre, running the staff and production 
meetings, training the interns, layouts of the programs, and making 
sure that all productions are executed to the best of the staff’s ability. 
She also is currently playing the nurse in their adaption of “romeo 
and Juliet.” She says it has been one of the most interesting and 
challenging roles she has performed. 

Casey Weems ’12 BFA-THEA-MT: casey is currently rehearsing with 
the National Theatre for children based in minneapolis, minn. She 
will be in the touring production of “louie, louie.”

Chris Read ’12 BFA-MPTP: chris is working on getting his mfa 
in Directing at Dodge college of film and media arts, chapman 
University in Santa ana, calif.

Dayna Damron ’10 BFA-THEA: Dayna moved this past winter to New 
York city, where in march 2012 she was contracted to direct “The 
lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe” at curtain call Youth Players. She 
broke box office records from the last four years. She also taught stage 
combat for the theatre this past summer. She is currently in an improv 
troupe at acT3 productions where she performs regularly.

Jessica Humphrey ’11 BM-THEA-MT: Jessica will be in the cast 
of “9 to 5” at the Broadway Palm Dinner in fort meyers, fla., as 
an ensemble member and as an understudy for one of the main 
characters, Judy. The show runs from october through Nov. 18. 

Kaley McCormack ’09 BFA-THEA: after graduation, Kaley moved to 
chicago and started the program at io (Improv olympic), Del close 
and charna Halpern’s Theatre. She performed there for a while until 
she got into the conservatory at Second city. She graduated from 
the program in December. She then was signed to an agency named 
lilly’s, where she filmed corporate videos for Banana republic, The 
gap, and old Navy. She was cast in an improvised role in a pilot this 
past spring called “The crunket firm.” She stayed in la where she 
signed with an agent and a manager. She is now leaving chicago and 
heading to la to continue her acting career.

Zack Heaton ’12 BFA-MPTP: Zac’s senior thesis film Moses Cove was 
accepted into the atlanta film festival. He worked on the film as 
writer and cinematographer, and fellow graduate chris read directed 
the film. 
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alumni advice 

Ever wanted to share the insights you gained here with the WcU students of tomorrow? 
Every fall issue of the newsletter will have a section where alumni can share their words 
of wisdom for our new students about to embark on the adventure that will culminate 
in a degree from the School of Stage and Screen. alumni are welcome to submit their 
gems of knowledge via our facebook page “WcU School of Stage & Screen.” Here is 
some advice from our alumni to the upcoming freshman class. We shared these words 
with the class of 2016 at the annual Stage and Screen picnic.

“Whenever possible say yes to new opportunities, meeting new people and working 
overtime.” – amanda Kouri ’12 Bfa-THEa-mT

“Make a website. Record everything you perform in to start making a reel, and take 
lots of pictures.” – casey Weems ’12 Bfa-THEa-mT

“Every audition is an opportunity, so make the most of it. Feel free to make mistakes 
and learn from them.” – Jessica Humphrey ’11 Bm-THEa-mT

“The most important things are to take pride in the work that you do, and to 
remember that the most valuable thing is time and try your hardest not to waste 
yours or the people’s around you.” – Zack Heaton ’12 Bfa-mPTP

“Take advantage of office hours. It’s amazing how much learning takes place 
OUTSIDE of the classroom.” – mandy Hughes ’11 Bfa-mPTP

Welcome New alumni:  
may 2012 graduates

Rachel Alford, Ba-STSc

Christina Banner, Bfa-THEa

Jeb Bennett, Bfa-mPTP

James Brown, Bfa-mPTP

Thomas Cooley, Bfa-THEa

Sarah Hardy, Ba-STSc

Zack Heaton, Bfa-mPTP

Amanda Kouri, Bfa-THEa-mT

Chris Read, Bfa-mPTP

Mason Taylor, Bfa-mPTP

Courtney Tomlinson, Ba-STSc

Kelli Walker, Bfa-mPTP

Jessica Ward, Ba-STSc

Casey Weems, Bfa-THEa-mT

Elizabeth Wiltcher, Bfa-THEa-mT

Alice Ziegler, Ba-STSc

Vladimir Zubenko, Bfa-THEa

PAgE 5FroNt row  |  2012


