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For Thomas “Ted” Meigs, the WCU alumnus of 1990, scientific inquiry began with the 

“Ischnothelinae,” a subfamily of primitive funnel-web spiders. Today, the WCU alumnus 

touts UNC-Asheville’s GlaxoSmithKline Professorship in Molecular and Chemical 

Biology, choosing to forgo arachnology systematics and instead focus on cancer 

progression.  

 

“I strive to bring enthusiasm, energy, encouragement and a high level of preparation to 

my teaching,” said Meigs of his 12-year stay at the liberal arts college in Asheville.  

 

Though Meigs has long been stationed out of 305 Zeis Hall, this North Carolina native 

got his start 40 miles southwest in Cullowhee. As an undergraduate, he began 

collaborating with Fred Coyle, a now retired biology professor with an affinity for all 

things arachnid.  

 

Coyle provided the necessary “attention, skill and patience,” allowing the rising 

sophomore to acquire graduate-level research expertise while the pair worked on a 

mammoth-sized taxonomic revision project sponsored by the National Science 

Foundation.  

 

Armed with microscopes and a sketchpad, Meigs collected morphological data on spider 

specimens, made detailed drawings to show variations in abdominal pigmentation, and 

analyzed numerous sets of quantitative data.  

 

Though he would eventually switch his focus from exoskeleton creatures to biochemistry, 

the “broad education” received at WCU earned Meigs acceptance to a doctorate program 

at Stanford University. There, during his six-year stint on the West Coast, Meigs 

investigated the intracellular mechanisms of isoprenoid lipids, analyzing the degradation 

of proteins involved in cholesterol biosynthesis.  

 

Soon after graduating, the former Catamount headed down south to explore signal 

transduction in cancer cells as a post-doctoral fellow in Pat Casey’s lab at Duke 

University Medical Center.   

 

While the “fast-moving” area of research was fulfilling, Meigs was often left yearning for 

the classroom interaction he had experienced as a teaching assistant in graduate school. 

Thus, after searching high and low for non-doctorate granting faculty positions, he found 

himself offering “unparalleled” lectures and mentorship at UNC-Asheville. 

 

His approach in the classroom and lab, which has been considered award-worthy and 

enriching, owes a great debt to Jim Wallace, Gary Pool and Roger Lumb, the 

“outstanding and dynamic” professors of WCU. And then, of course, there is always 

Coyle, the man who primed Meigs for a life of scientific inquiry.  

 



“Fred once told me of the joy he experienced watching his research students launch into 

productive, successful careers,” said Meigs. “And now I have a career in which I 

experience the same thrill as I observe the triumphs of my students.” 


