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For Anita Rose, who graduated in 1991, work involves delving into the conventions of 

Buffy the Vampire Slayer, marriage law reform in the 1800s, and homophobia over the 

last two decades. As an Associate Professor of English at Converse College in 

Spartanburg, South Carolina, this former Catamount’s teaching and researching style has 

evolved from “Victorianist” to something similar to contemporary eclecticism.   

 

Though now more interested in popular culture than the Brontë aesthetic, Rose’s knack 

for 19th century British literature began at WCU. As a graduate student in the late 1980s, 

the West Virginia native quickly bonded with Nancy Joyner, professor emerita of 

English. 

 

Joyner, alongside others at the Asheville satellite campus, provided the first-generation 

student with support, encouraging her to pursue her research ideas. Graduate instructors 

Jim Byer, Hal Farwell and Marilyn Jody also instilled a sense of confidence in Rose, 

pushing her toward a doctorate program.   

 

“It was a great community of people,” she said. “I learned not to be afraid to put it out 

there.” 

 

After graduating with her master's in English, the alumna left her job in student affairs at 

UNC-Asheville to return to her alma mater, though this time as an assistant professor. For 

three years, she refined her teaching shtick, gravitating toward more traditional texts.  

 

In hopes of moving up in higher education, Rose then headed 200 miles northeast to 

obtain a doctorate in 19th century British and American literature from UNC-Greensboro.  

 

In the past decade, she has dedicated her life to all-things Victorian England, even 

serving as head honcho of the Victorians Institute and Journal, an organization of 

scholars centered in the Mid-Atlantic, in 2006, 2009, and 2013. Still, her tastes have 

evolved since becoming Department Chair of English at Converse College, a women’s 

college of 800. 

 

As a professor, Rose has published numerous essays and reference works, such as the 

“Encyclopedia of Prostitution” and “Fighting the Forces: What’s At Stake in Buffy the 

Vampire Slayer,” just to name some of the more colorful titles. Her primary focus is now 

on not only feminist utopian writing and current culture but also the community that is 

Converse.  

 

“I place a heavy emphasis on helping women find their voices,” said Rose, reflecting on 

her close-knit classes of eight to twelve. “Being able to connect with students is my 

biggest achievement.”  


